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NOMINATION OF MICHAEL KRATSIOS,
NOMINEE TO BE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY;
AND MARK MEADOR, NOMINEE TO BE A

COMMISSIONER, FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2025

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION,
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:01 a.m., in room
SR-253, Russell Senate Office Building, Hon. Ted Cruz, Chairman
of the Committee, presiding.

Present: Senators Cruz [presiding], Fischer, Blackburn, Young,
Schmitt, Curtis, Moreno, Hagerty, Lee, Klobuchar, Markey, Peters,
Baldwin, Duckworth, Rosen, Lujan, Hickenlooper, Kim, and Blunt
Rochester.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. TED CRUZ,
U.S. SENATOR FROM TEXAS

The CHAIRMAN. Good morning. The Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation will come to order.

I want to congratulate each of the nominees here today, Michael
Kratsios who has been nominated to lead the White House’s Office
of Science and Technology Policy, and Mark Meador who has been
nominated to the Federal Trade Commission.

Congress has charged both the OSTP and the FTC with duties
that affect the lives of millions of Americans. OSTP advises the
President on Federal science and technology policy. Michael
Kratsios has a distinguished track record of ensuring America
leads globally in emerging technologies.

His previous tenure as U.S. Chief Technology Officer at OSTP
during the first Trump Administration was marked by efforts to
advance artificial intelligence, quantum computing, and 5G tech-
nology. The story of the 21st century will be written by whichever
nation can innovate the fastest.

This generation space race is unfolding with technologies invis-
ible to the naked eye where the winners and the losers will be sep-
arated by mere nanometers. What was once science fiction is now
crucial to maintaining the United States’s position as the world’s
leading economy.
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Technologies like this new chip I hold in the palm of my hand,
the Majorana 1 quantum chip, are unlocking a new era of com-
puting that will transform industries from health care to energy,
solving problems that today’s computers simply cannot.

And I will note, by the way, Microsoft tells me this chip is worth
$1 billion, so I very much hope I do not drop it because my current
employer is judgment proof and $36 trillion in debt.

[Laughter.]

The CHAIRMAN. This breakthrough is led by an American com-
pany and harnesses a new kind of matter to solve problems faster
than ever before. I would like to thank Senator Blackburn, who is
advancing a reauthorization of quantum computing research pro-
grams, for her leadership on this.

Advancements in quantum computing, Al, and cybersecurity will
drive innovation, protect the nation, and create new industries.
Now, let me say a few words about the FTC, which protects Amer-
ican consumers from unfair and deceptive business practices and
anti-competitive behavior.

Mark Meador is well prepared to serve as a Commissioner and
he should be confirmed. I look forward to hearing that he would
pursue the FTC’s mission with impartiality and with respect for
the rule of law.

As a former Director of the Office of Policy Planning at the FTC,
I have a deep respect for the dedicated professionals within the
agency. I saw firsthand how principled leadership and a shared
commitment to statutory limits can benefit free enterprise and eco-
nomic opportunity. But I worry that today’s FTC is a far cry from
the agency I once knew.

For 4 years under Lina Khan, the FTC prioritized activism over
enforcement, disregarded statutory limits, and weaponized its au-
thority in defiance of Congressional intent. Consider a few trou-
bling examples.

The FTC has abused its enforcement powers to target political
opponents of the Biden Administration. It has attempted to impose
competition rulemakings across entire industries, exceeding its
legal mandate.

It has destroyed documents, obstructing both Congressional over-
sight and potential litigation. It has collaborated with European
regulators to apply foreign laws that put American tech companies
at a competitive disadvantage. It has sought to regulate artificial
intelligence in a way that could chill free speech.

And it has attempted to impose sweeping data privacy and secu-
rity mandates without Congressional approval. Each of these ac-
tions represents a departure from the FTC’s historical role as a
nonpartisan enforcer of consumer protection and competition law.

Former Commissioner Christine Wilson’s resignation under-
scored this crisis, and she cited former Chairwoman Khan’s dis-
regard for legal precedent and due process as key factors in her de-
cision to step down.

I think that Chairman Andrew Ferguson will restore the FTC’s
integrity and its focus. I hope that Mr. Meador can assist in that
effort given his deep understanding of competition law, regulatory
process, and consumer protection. The FTC must enforce laws as
Congress designed, not engage in ideological experiments.
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I look forward to hearing from both of today’s nominees, learning
about their perspectives, and understanding how they plan to ad-
vance the goals of their respective institutions. I will now turn to
Ranking Member Cantwell for her opening remarks.

STATEMENT OF HON. MARIA CANTWELL,
U.S. SENATOR FROM WASHINGTON

Senator CANTWELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you
for being a champion of Washington innovation. I love it. I usu-
ally—that is usually my job, and so love that we have the dual role
here of cheerleading

The CHAIRMAN. You want to hold the billion-dollar chip?

Senator CANTWELL. Thank you. Thank you so much. Thank you
so much.

The CHAIRMAN. If she drops it, it is not my fault.

[Laughter.]

Senator CANTWELL. I think we will hold it together because—be-
cause Mr. Chairman, collaboration, I believe, is the next phase of
innovation. And we can talk about that with Mr. Kratsios—when
we get to his segmentation.

But I really do believe that the state of Washington is leading
in innovation in many, many ways, and so we are very proud of
that. We would like to start, and obviously we are going to hear
fromkour colleagues, but I will try to be short with my opening re-
marks.

Mr. Meador for the Federal Trade Commission, as you just men-
tioned. The Federal Trade Commission has a very big responsibility
on antitrust enforcement, including the five years that you spent
at the FTC.

And I think you know that it is not just another regulatory agen-
cy. It is a front-line defender of very complex consumer market-
place issues. I read in your testimony that you really do believe it’s
about competition in the marketplace. I do too. I do too.

I don’t think we can talk enough around here about competition.
And competition gets you great innovation, just like we just saw,
and it also gets you the opportunity to help us grow our economy
and lift more people into the middle class.

But obviously, markets sometimes have anti-competitive prac-
tices and unfair or deceptive practices. And the FTC, I believe, is
a critically important organization. Things like the COPPA Rule
that protects children’s privacy. I saw my colleague here, but I
think he stepped out.

And its actions to block anticompetitive mergers resulting in high
consumer prices like the Kroger, Albertsons merger which is a very
big issue in the Pacific Northwest for farmers and consumers. And
the litigation against PBMs, my colleague Chuck Grassley and I
just reintroduced legislation on this. So, with consumers facing in-
creased prices for everything like food, prescription drugs, gasoline,
I do believe it is the FTC’s authority to examine business practices
and make sure that there is not an artificial inflation of prices and
holding businesses accountable when they do harm consumers or
competitors. So, the statistics are alarming.

The FTC data shows that in 2023, consumers reported losing
$10.4 billion to fraud with a median loss of $500. This is money
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consumers don’t have to spend on groceries or rent. And so, I just
can’t even believe—one day at the airport overheard a constituent
talking about how her aunt had become exploited by an Al trick
where she thought Kevin Costner was going to come to visit her,
and she had shelled out tens of thousands of dollars too.

Again, and when I brought this up to Facebook, Meta, they basi-
cally said, oh yes, that is the biggest thing going on now. I mean,
with AI, you are just going to where that you know people have
money.

So why basically say your software is broke on your computer
and you need to send me $100 to fix it when you can basically
promise somebody that Kevin Costner is going to come to SeaTac
and visit you, and you will pay them tens of thousands of dollars.

So, we definitely need an FTC to be the policeman on the beat
and continue to make sure that these pressures facing consumers
are addressed. So, look forward to your conversation. Turning to
the second nominee, Mr. Kratsios—thank you for wanting to serve
again in a capacity I think that you know very well.

The CHIPS and Science Act passed by strong bipartisan support
from this committee, recognizes America’s scientific enterprise, the
foundation of the future. But obviously, there are many things that
we need to do to continue to test-bed next generation technologies.

I am a very big believer in that the private sector is the main
engine of our innovation and capital markets, and that the United
States, even being outsized by some countries, still is not really an
issue if, in fact, we educate, and skill the talent, and can innovate
faster than they can.

So, this notion of testbeds and hubs and laboratory research I
will be asking you about in the Q&A part of the—of our questions.
These opportunities for us to play our part on the broader R&D
issues is something I believe that the Office of Science and Tech-
nology is so critical to do.

As President Trump’s nominee, you will be the Chief Scientist
advising during this period of remarkable technology change, and
I think that that is why the United States must keep a very fast
innovation pace ahead of our competitors.

Since you are no stranger, I know you will know more about how
to work those levers, but I do need to hear from you today that you
will be forceful on the investments that we would like to see in in-
novation.

I know that the Trump Administration has said that they plan
to slash the budget of the National Science Foundation by two-
thirds, while implementing sweeping layoffs. I think these are
questions that we will need to know the answer to. In my state,
University of Washington, obviously a big R&D institution, feels
like it is continuing to help us uncover those important issues that
benefit all sectors and increase America’s competitive advantages.

So, I hope that, as my colleague brought up quantum, that we
will be able to continue the National Quantum Initiative started
under you and your Administration. I was just looking up the quote
that you gave when $625 million was awarded to various innova-
tive hubs related to quantum out of the DOE budget.

So glad to see that you were very enthusiastic about the Federal
Government playing a role on broad quantum R&D policies. But no
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doubt, we are in a global race. I know America is up to it. Look
forward to asking you how we continue to make these investments
together—together and collaborate on actually getting the science
implemented. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Cantwell. Now, I would like
to recognize my friend and colleague from the great state of Ten-
nessee, Senator Hagerty, to introduce Mr. Kratsios. Senator
Hagerty, welcome to the Commerce Committee.

STATEMENT OF HON. BILL HAGERTY,
U.S. SENATOR FROM TENNESSEE

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member
Cantwell. I want to thank you both for hosting this important con-
firmation hearing today. It is my great privilege today to introduce
my friend, Michael Kratsios, who is President Trump’s nominee to
be the Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy.

The OSTP Director advises the President on key industries of the
future, including artificial intelligence, quantum computing, 5G,
advanced manufacturing, biotechnology, and more. Indeed, Michael
and I worked closely together on 5G and our telecommunications
infrastructure when I served in my previous role as U.S. Ambas-
sador to Japan.

Now, more than ever, emerging technologies present us with im-
mense opportunities to maintain America’s global dominance. At
such a critical time, we can’t afford to make policy errors in Wash-
ington. That is exactly why we need a leader of Michael’s caliber
serving in this vital role.

While AI has rapidly ascended to become one of America’s most
important policy priorities, Michael had the foresight to see this
technology’s potential nearly a decade ago, and he has been work-
ing tirelessly on the issue ever since.

His impressive record of public service in the field of science and
technology policy include his past service as Chief Technology Offi-
cer of the United States, as well as the Undersecretary of Defense
for Research and Engineering.

In these roles and others, Michael has coordinated public-private
partnerships and served as the architect of national strategies on
Al and quantum technologies. After leaving public service, he
served as Managing Director of Scale Al, helping it become one of
the most valuable and well-respected privately held Al companies
in the world.

Michael’s research outside of the Government provided the first
quantifiable evidence of how banned Chinese technologies were still
being procured by State and local Governments across the country.
He also brought to light the significant risks posed by PRC manu-
factured ship to shore cranes in American ports.

America must remain the world leader in scientific and techno-
logical innovation. Our national security, our liberty, and our pros-
perity depend on it. Michael understands this mission, and that is
why I wholeheartedly support his nomination. I want to thank my
colleagues here today for giving Michael your deepest consider-
ation.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Haggerty. And now I would
like to recognize my dearest friend in the Senate, the great Senator
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from the great state of Utah, Senator Mike Lee, to introduce his
former staffer, Mr. Meador. Senator Lee, welcome back to the Com-
merce Committee.

STATEMENT OF HON. MIKE LEE,
U.S. SENATOR FROM UTAH

Senator LEE. Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman, Chairman
Cruz, and Ranking Member Cantwell, and other members of the
Committee. It really is a great honor and pleasure to be back in
front of the Commerce Committee today to introduce my friend, a
former valued member of my team, Mark Meador, who has been
nominated by President Trump to serve on the Federal Trade Com-
mission.

I offer my wholehearted support for Mark for whom I have great
regard. It is also great to have him here with his family, his wife
Adrienne, and their six children, as well as Mark’s parents. And I
will note parenthetically here that his oldest daughter, Constance,
already has my pledged support when she runs for President in
2048. She is smart as a whip.

Senator CANTWELL. Where is she? Let’s see the future President.
Right there. OK.

[Laughter.]

Senator LEE. She is terrific. If confirmed, Mark will, I believe,
honorably serve the American people as a member of the Federal
Trade Commission. I say this for a number of reasons.

First, he is an exceptionally talented lawyer. He is a trusted ad-
vocate and a true leader in the field of antitrust law. His career
has been defined by his ability to navigate some of the most com-
plex questions in antitrust law and consumer protection matters.

From his time on my staff here in the Senate to the time that
he spent at the Federal Trade Commission as a lawyer there, and
also as a lawyer in DOJ’s Antitrust Division, Mark has served at
the forefront of key consumer protection and antitrust issues. His
vast wealth of experience, with enforcement and policy in both pub-
lic service and in private practice as well, has positioned him to be
uniquely qualified for this new role.

Shortly after Mark first joined my staff in 2015, I became imme-
diately impressed by his temperament, his judgment, and his ex-
pertise. He always approached issues based on the facts, and based
on the law, and with really sound judgment. Now, Mark actually
had two stents working in my office, and during these many years
I relied on his sound understanding of antitrust law.

But also I found Mark to be somebody on whom I could rely for
advice on pretty much anything and he consistently gave good ad-
vice. It is one of the reasons why, if confirmed as a member of the
Federal Trade Commission, he is going to be a consensus builder.
He will be someone around whom ideas can coalesce and opinions
can form.

His leadership was felt in the more than 20 subcommittee hear-
ings for which he helped me prepare, involving some of the most
significant antitrust topics, from mergers to anti-competitive con-
duct. His leadership and insight were invaluable. Mark has a prov-
en track record and extensive experience in the practice of anti-
trust law, both inside and outside of Government.
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Not only does he have experience working for the FTC and DOJ,
and also in the U.S. Senate, but he has got remarkable success in
private practice. His success in private practice can be attributed
to his rare ability to advise his clients not only on antitrust compli-
ance and litigation, but also on policy dimensions of offensive and
defensive antitrust strategies.

And I would add here that it has been a tremendous benefit to
him and his clients the fact that he served as a lawyer, both at
DOJ and at FTC working on antitrust matters. His steady de-
meanor and temperament, coupled with the ability to blend legal
experience with strategic policy insight, make him exceptionally
qualified to serve as the next FTC Commissioner.

Mark will ensure that the antitrust and consumer protection
laws are enforced in a fair and principled manner. I have every
confidence in Mark, and I am proud to be here in support of his
nomination. I urge every member of this committee to vote in favor
of Mark’s nomination. I look forward to voting for him on the Sen-
ate floor. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Lee. And you too are wel-
come to stick around, but you can also head on to other business
if your schedule so demands. With that, I recognize Mr. Kratsios
for your opening statement.

STATEMENT OF MICHAEL KRATSIOS, NOMINEE TO BE
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY

Mr. KraTsios. Thank you, Senator Hagerty, for your generous in-
troduction. And thank you, Chairman Cruz, Ranking Member
Cantwell, and other members of this esteemed committee for invit-
ing me to appear before you today.

Let me also give my thanks to my family, some of whom are in
attendance, to my parents, John and Maria, my sister, Katie, my
brother-in-law, Mark, and my beautiful wife, Alyssa. Thank you. I
could not have come this far without your love and encouragement.
It is the honor of my lifetime to sit before this committee as Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump’s nominee for Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy.

In his second inaugural address, the President promised that his
Administration will work to usher in the golden age of America. I
believe in that promise and will dedicate myself to fulfilling it. In
the last Trump Administration, as a fourth Chief Technology Offi-
cer of the United States and an Associate Director of OSTP, I led
national initiatives on artificial intelligence and quantum informa-
tion science.

I promulgated budget priorities that led to the Federal Govern-
ment doubling research and development spending in those areas.
I drafted non-regulatory guidance for emerging technologies to give
the public trust in how these technologies are developed and used.
I saw firsthand how the actions that we took at OSTP could enable
new lindus‘cries to take hold and to deliver benefits to the American
people.

For a century, the United States has stood at the forefront of
science and technology. We split the atom for war and for peace.
We put man on the moon and brought him back again. And with
the transistor and integrated circuit, we steered the globe into the



8

digital age. Thanks to these breakthroughs, Americans have en-
joyed unprecedented economic prosperity.

We must preserve that inheritance to share with future genera-
tions and to ensure that the tools and the technologies that give
shape to our world always help people live productive, meaningful
lives. In recent years, other countries have sought to supplant the
United States and claim science and technology leadership for
themselves.

In particular, China has emerged as both our preeminent geo-
political rival and our most formidable technological and scientific
competitor. Central to this competition is a new frontier of sci-
entific discovery that lies before us. The shape of future global
order will be defined by whomever leads across Al, quantum, nu-
clear, and other critical and emerging technologies. Chinese
progress in nuclear fusion, quantum technologies, and autonomous
systems all press home the urgency of the work ahead.

As President Trump has said, as our global competitors race to
exploit these technologies, it is a national security imperative for
the United States to achieve and maintain unquestioned and un-
challenged global technological dominance.

The Office of Science and Technology Policy will be critical to this
effort in advising the President and coordinating the national ini-
tiatives needed to rise to the challenge and deliver to the American
people. I am committed to American leadership in emerging tech-
nologies, and to ensuring that all Americans benefit from scientific
and technological breakthroughs.

As Director, I will build a deep bench of policy experts to ensure
that the President and the White House have the necessary tech-
nical advice to meet the challenges of our moment. If we are to lead
the world in science and technology for the next century, to con-
tinue to provide for the American citizenry, to enhance our national
security, to imprint the future with American character and im-
prove the welfare of all mankind, the only way to do so will be to
double down on what has made our history of innovation so great,
the uniquely American free market approach to scientific discovery,
which harnesses the combined strength of Government, industry,
and academia.

With your support, this Administration will usher in a golden
age of American innovation. Thank you, and I look forward to your
questions.

[The prepared statement and biographical information of Mr.
Kratsios follow:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MICHAEL J.K. KRATSIOS, NOMINEE FOR DIRECTOR,
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PoOLICY

Thank you, Sen. Hagerty, for your generous introduction, and thank you, Chair-
man Cruz, Ranking Member Cantwell, and the other members of this esteemed
committee for inviting me to appear before you today.

Let me also give my thanks to my family, some of whom are in attendance. To
my parents, John and Maria, my sister Kaity, my brother-in-law Mark, and my
beautiful wife, Alissa—thank you. I could not have come this far without your love
and encouragement.

It is the honor of my lifetime to sit before this committee as President Donald
J. Trump’s nominee for Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy. In
his second inaugural address, the President promised that his administration will
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work to usher in the Golden Age of America. I believe in that promise, and will
dedicate myself to fulfilling it.

In the last Trump Administration, as the fourth Chief Technology Officer of the
United States, and an Associate Director of OSTP, I led national initiatives on arti-
ficial intelligence and quantum information science. I promulgated budget priorities
that led to the Federal Government doubling research and development spending
in those areas. I drafted non-regulatory guidance for emerging technologies to give
the public trust in how these technologies are developed and used. I saw firsthand
how the actions that we took at OSTP could enable new industries to take hold, and
to deliver benefits to the American people.

For a century, the United States has stood at the forefront of science and tech-
nology. We split the atom, for war and for peace. We put a man on the moon and
brought him back again. And with the transistor and the integrated circuit, we
steered the globe into the digital age.

Thanks to these breakthroughs, Americans have enjoyed unprecedented economic
prosperity. We must preserve that inheritance to share with future generations, and
to ensure that the tools and technologies that give shape to our world always help
people to live productive, meaningful lives.

In recent years, other countries have sought to supplant the United States and
claim science and technology leadership for themselves. In particular, China has
emerged as both our preeminent geopolitical rival and our most formidable techno-
logical and scientific competitor.

Central to this competition is the new frontier of scientific discovery that lies be-
fore us. The shape of future global order will be defined by whomever leads across
Al, quantum, nuclear, and other critical and emerging technologies. Chinese
progress in nuclear fusion, quantum technologies, and autonomous systems all press
home the urgency of the work ahead.

As President Trump has said, “as our global competitors race to exploit these
technologies, it is a national security imperative for the United States to achieve
and maintain unquestioned and unchallenged global technological dominance.”

The Office of Science and Technology Policy will be critical to this effort, in advis-
ing the President and coordinating the national initiatives needed to rise to the
challenge and deliver for the American people. I am committed to American leader-
ship in emerging technologies, and to ensuring that all Americans benefit from sci-
entific and technological advances. As Director, I will build a deep bench of policy
experts to ensure that the President and the White House have the necessary tech-
nical advice to meet the challenges of our moment.

If we are to lead the world in science and technology for the next century, to con-
tinue to provide for the American citizenry, to enhance our national security, to im-
print the future with American character and improve the welfare of all mankind,
the only way to do so will be to double down on what has made our history of inno-
vation great: the uniquely American free-market approach to scientific discovery,
which harnesses the combined strengths of government, industry, and academia.

With your support, this administration will usher in a Golden Age of American
Innovation. Thank you. I look forward to your questions.

A. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

1. Name (Include any folmer names or nicknames used): Michael John Kotsakas
Kratsios.

2. Position to which nominated: Director of the Office of Science and Technology
Policy.

3. Date of Nomination: January 22, 2025.

4. Address (List current place of residence and office addresses):

Residence: Information not released to the public.
Office: Information not provided.

5. Date and Place of Birth: 11/7/1986; Salisbury, Maryland.

6. Provide the name, position, and place of employment for your spouse (if mar-
ried) or domestic partner, and the names and ages of your children (including step-
children and children by a previous marriage).

Alissa Stephanie Davies, Public Policy Manager, Coinbase.

7. List all college and graduate schools attended, whether or not you were granted
a degree by the institution. Provide the name of the institution, the dates attended,
the degree received, and the date of the degree.

AB in Politics, Princeton University, 2004—2008
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8. List all post-undergraduate employment, including the job title, name of em-
ployer, and inclusive dates of employment, and highlight all management-level jobs
held and any non-managerial jobs that relate to the position for which you are nomi-
nated.

Analyst, Barclays Investment Bank, 2009-2010

Analyst, Lyford Group International, 2010

Associate, Clarium Capital Management, 2010-2011

Chief Compliance Officer, Clarium Capital Management, 2011-2014

Chief Compliance Officer, Thiel Capital, 2012-2014

Chief Compliance Officer, Thiel Macro, 2012-2014

Chief Financial Officer, Clarium Capital Management, 2014-2015

Principal and Chief of Staff, Thiel Capital, 2014-2017

Deputy Assistant to the President & Deputy U.S. Chief Technology Officer, The
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, 2017-2019

Chief Technology Officer of the United States and Associate Director, The White
House Office of Science and Technology Policy, 2019-2021

Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering (Acting), United States
Department of Defense, 2020-2021

Managing Director, Scale Al, 2021-2025

9. Attach a copy of your résumé.

See attachment 1.

10. List any advisory, consultative, honorary, or other part-time service or posi-
tions with Federal, State, or local governments, other than those listed above after
18 years of age. None.

11. List all positions held as an officer, director, trustee, partner, proprietor,
agent, representative, or consultant of any corporation, company, firm, partnership,
or other business, enterprise, educational, or other institution.

Trustee, Foundation for Student Communication Inc. (Business Today), 2007—
2017, 2021-2025

Chief Compliance Officer, Clarium Capital Management, 2011-2014

Chief Compliance Officer, Thiel Capital, 2012-2014

Chief Compliance Officer, Thiel Macro, 2012-2014

Board of Directors, International Model United Nations Association, 2013—-2016
Chief Financial Officer, Clarium Capital Management, 2014-2015

Consultant, HySpeclQ, 2021

Managing Director, Scale Al, 2021-2025

Manager, Board of Managers, Improbable U.S. Defense & National Security,
2022

g/{)ezr‘rllber, Strategic Research Advisory Board, University of Oklahoma, 2023-

Member of the Board, Foundation for American Innovation, 2023-2025
Senior Advisor, Dunes Point Capital, 20242025

Distinguished Visiting Fellow, Stanford Institute for Human-Centered Artificial
Intelligence, 2024—-2025

12. List all memberships you have had after 18 years of age or currently hold with
any civic, social, charitable, educational, political, professional, fraternal, benevolent
or religiously affiliated organization, private club, or other membership organization
(You do not have to list your religious affiliation or membership in a religious house
of worship or institution). Include dates of membership and any positions you have
held with any organization. Please note whether any such club or organization re-
stricts membership on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, national origin, age, or
disability.

Member, American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association, 2018 to
present

Member, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 2021 to present
Member, 5 Hertford Street, 2024 to present
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13. Have you ever been a candidate for and/or held a public office (elected, non-
elected, or appointed)? If so, indicate whether any campaign has any outstanding
debt, the amount, and whether you are personally liable for that debt.

Yes. I was appointed Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy U.S. Chief
Technology Officer by President Donald J. Trump in 2017. I was nominated by
President Donald J. Trump and confirmed by the U.S. Senate as Chief Technology
Officer of the United States and Associate Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy in 2019. I was named Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering by President Donald J. Trump in 2020. I was appointed Assistant
to the President for Science and Technology and nominated to serve as the Director
gf(‘) 2%1‘3 Office of Science and Technology Policy by President Donald J. Trump in

No, I have no outstanding campaign debt.

14. List all memberships and offices held with and services rendered to, whether
compensated or not, any political party or election committee within the past ten
years. If you have held a paid position or served in a formal or official advisory posi-
tion (whether compensated or not) in a political campaign within the past ten years,
identify the particulars of the campaign, including the candidate, year of the cam-
paign, and your title and responsibilities. None.

15. Itemize all political contributions to any individual, campaign organization,
political party, political action committee, or similar entity of $200 or more for the
past ten years.

Blake Masters for Senate, 2021, $5,800

Citizens for Will Scharf, 2022, $2,650

Blake Masters for Congress, 2023, $6,600

16. List all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, honorary society member-

ships, military medals, and any other special recognition for outstanding service or
achievements.

National Merit Scholarship Recipient

American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association Educational Foundation

Scholarship Recipient

Hellenic Studies Senior Thesis Prize (Princeton University)

Department of Defense Medal for Distinguished Public Service

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100

Award for Excellence

Distinguished Visiting Fellow, Stanford Institute for Human-Centered Artificial

Intelligence Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America Medal of Saint Paul

17. List all books, articles, columns, letters to the editor, Internet blog postings,
or other publications you have authored, individually or with others. Include a link
to each publication when possible. If a link is not available, provide a digital copy
of the publication when available.

China Poses Security Threat at American Ports, Newsweek. September 11, 2023
https: | | www.newsweek.com | china-poses-security-threat-american-ports-opinion-
1825423

End The STA: Stop Helping China Steal, American Conservative. August 22,
2023

hittps:/ |www.theamericanconservative.com [ end-the-sta-stop-helping-china-steal
U.S. State and Local Governments Still Buy Banned Chinese Tech, Foreign Af-
fairs. November 1, 2022

https: | | foreignpolicy.com /2022 /11 /01 / china-technology-huawei-zta-banned-us/
The Trump Administration Is Investing $1 Billion in Research Institutes to Ad-
vance Industries of the Future, WhiteHouse.gov. August 26, 2020. hAttps://
trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov | articles [ trump-administration-investing-1-billion-
research-institutes-advance-industries-future /

Artificial Intelligence Can Serve Democracy, Wall Street Journal. May 27, 2020
hittps:/ |www.wsj.com | articles [ artificial-intelligence-can-serve-democracy-
11590618319

Connecting Americans to Coronavirus Information Online, WhiteHouse.gov.
April 15, 2020

hitps: | | trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov | articles | connecting-americans-corona
virus-information-online /

AI That Reflects American Values, Bloomberg. January 7, 2020
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https:/ |www.bloomberg.com [view | articles [ 2020-01-07 | ai-that-reflects-amer-

ican-values

How America Achieved ‘Quantum Supremacy’, Fortune. October 23, 2019
hittps: | | fortune.com /20191023 / google-sycamore-quantum-computer-

supremacy/

We used to fly from New York to Paris in 3 hours. Let’s do that again., The
Washington Post. June 25, 2019

hittps: | [www.washingtonpost.com [ opinions [ the-us-should-lead-the-way-back-to-
supersonic-flight /2019/06 /24 | f16884e2-96b7-11e9-916d-9c61607d8190 story

.html

High Speed Broadband Is Fostering a New Era of Innovation for Rural America,
Agri-Pulse. February 14, 2019

https:/ |www.agri-pulse.com | articles | 11905-opinion-high-speed-broadband-is-
fostering-a-new-era-of-innovation-for-rural-america

Why the U.S. Needs a Strategy for AI, WIRED. Feb. 2, 2019

https: | | www.wired.com [ story [ a-national-strategy-for-ai

The future of American aviation is all about drones, CNN. June 6, 2018

https: | Jwww.cnn.com /201806 /06 | opinions [ trump-administration-drone-tech-
nology-kratsios [ index.html

America Will Win the Global Race to 5G, WhiteHouse.gov. October 25, 2018
hitps: | | trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov [ articles | america-will-win-global-race-5g /

Donald Trump Embraces the Drone Age, The Wall Street Journal. October 25,

2017

hittps:/ |www.wsj.com [ articles [ donald-trump-embraces-the-drone-age-

1508947220

Economics and Voting in the Third Hellenic Republic: An Aggregate and Indi-
vidual-Level Analysis of the Greek Electorate, 1985-2007. April 8, 2008. Prince-
ton University Senior Thesis.

https:/ [issuu.com [ mkratsios /docs [ economics_and_voting

18. List all speeches, panel discussions, and presentations (e.g., PowerPoint) that
you have given on topics relevant to the position for which you have been nomi-
nated. Include a link to each publication when possible. If a link is not available,
provide a digital copy of the speech or presentation when available.

Speeches

May 1, 2017
June 5, 2017
September 27, 2017

November 2, 2017

November 13, 2017
December 13, 2017
January 9, 2018
February 20, 2018
March 14, 2018
March 29, 2018
April 10, 2018
April 19, 2018

May 9, 2018

May 10, 2018
June 5, 2018
July 10, 2018

August 21, 2018
August 28, 2018
September 9, 2018
September 21, 2018
September 24, 2018
September 28, 2018

27th National Science Bowl (Department of Energy)

United States of America Mathematical Olympiad Awards Dinner

G7 Industry and Information and Communication Technologies Min-
isterial Meeting

Drone Integration Pilot Program Launch (Department of Transpor-
tation)

Virtuous Circle Summit (Internet Association)*

Department of Health and Human Services Innovation Day
Administration’s Approach to Innovation and Tech Policy (CES)*
New Work Summit (New York Times)*

ARPA-E Energy Innovation Summit

Center for Democracy & Technology Annual Dinner

U.S. Chamber of Commerce Tecglobal 2018

Unleashing American Innovation Launch Event (Department of Com-
merce)

U.S. Air Force—National Science Foundation Collaboration Announce-
ment Event

White House Al for American Industry Summit

EmTech Next (MIT Tech Review)*

AI Summit: Investing in Innovation and Tomorrow’s Workforce (Busi-
ness Software Alliance)*

FedTalks

University of Mississippi Technology Summit

Tech Olympus Summit*

Reboot 2018 (Lincoln Network)*

White House Quantum Information Sciences Summit

White House 5G Summit
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October 2, 2018
November 8, 2018

November 11, 2018
November 15, 2018
December 6, 2018
January 19, 2019
January 29, 2019
February 27, 2019

February 28, 2019
March 1, 2019
March 7, 2019
March 12, 2019
March 19, 2019
March 27, 2019
April 9, 2019

April 18, 2019 2nd
April 30, 2019

May 21, 2019
September 10, 2019
September 17, 2019
November 4, 2019

November 7, 2019
January 8, 2020
January 9, 2020
February 10, 2020

August 12, 2020
August 18, 2020
October 16, 2020
March 2, 2021
May 18, 2021

September 16, 2021

October 1, 2020
November 10, 2021

March 23, 2023
September 27, 2023
October 24, 2023
November 9, 2023

March 6, 2024
April 11, 2024
April 25, 2024
June 14, 2024

September 6, 2024
September 17, 2024
October 18, 2024
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Commercial UAV Expo*

Technology 202 Live: View from the White House Technology Team
(Washington Post Techonomy)*

Global Entrepreneurship Summit Launch Event

Business Roundtable CEO Innovation Summit*

NSF Expeditions in Computing Event

State of the Net

Congressional Hispanic Leadership Institute Tech Talk

The White House: Accelerating America’s Leadership in Artificial Intel-
ligence (Center for New American Security)

Preparing for the G20 (US Chamber of Commerce)*

DARPA Al Colloquium

Safeguarding the Crown Jewels of U.S. Innovation (SXSW)*
Consumer Technology Association Innovation Policy Day (SXSW)
The AI Agenda (The Economist)*

Blueprint York

Domestic Drone Safety and Security Series*

Annual Choctaw Nation Emerging Aviation Conference

2019 Digital Patriots Dinner

OECD Ministerial Council Meeting

Center for Data Innovation Forum on Al

Samsung Solve for Tomorrow STEM Contest’s 10th Year Launch
Stanford Institute for Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence’s (HAD)
2019 Fall Conference on Ethics, Policy and Governance*

Web Summit

US Approach to Al, CES*

Conversation with WIRED, CES*

Hudson Institute: America’s Global Tech Leadership: A Conversation
with U.S. CTO Michael Kratsios*

U.S. Tech Leadership in an Era of Competition*

DARPA Electronics Resurgence Initiative 2.0*

SACC-USA Executive Forum 2020*

Innovative Greeks™

Tools of the Trade: Enabling Public Purpose in Science and Tech-
nology Policy*

Key Technology Focus Areas: Where’s Our Advantage and How Do We
Capture It?*

POLITICO AI Summit Interview*

Accelerate Al adoption & Importance of AI Models Update on Emerg-
ing Tech Horizons*

Harnessing the power of AI*

POLITICO AI and Tech Summit*

FII7 Priority Summit*

Understanding Al: AlixTalks with Simon Freakley, Michael Kratsios
and Amna Nawaz

DeepFest*

Advancing America’s Leadership in AI*

RAISE Summit

The Ultimate Disrupter: AI's Impact on Geopolitics & Global Govern-
ance*

Role of Business: Policy Implications of Industry Leadership in AI*
POLITICO AI & Tech Summit*

Oxford Generative AI Summit 2024*

* Armchair conversation (Q&A)

19. List all public statements you have made during the past ten years, including
statements in news articles and radio and podcasts and television appearances,
which are on topics relevant to the position for which you have been nominated, in-
cluding dates. Include a link to each statement when possible. If a link is not avail-
able, provide a digital copy of the statement when available.

In addition to those covered in question 18:

July 17, 2017
October 25, 2017

April 19, 2018

Construction begins on international mega-science experiment to un-
derstand neutrinos (Fermilab)

Trump administration to allow quick and dramatic expansion of drone
use (Washington Post)

The Trump administration is bullish on tech transfer (Fedscoop)



May 18, 2018
December 16, 2018
February 10, 2020
February 26, 2020
March 23, 2020
July 21, 2020
August 10, 2020
September 30, 2020
August 14, 2020
August 26, 2020

October 5, 2020
October 8, 2020

October 30, 2020
December 2, 2020
December 3, 2020
January 5, 2021

January 12, 2021
May 27, 2021

October 26, 2022
October 19, 2023

November 6, 2023
August 6, 2024
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White House announces creation of Select Committee on Artificial In-
telligence (Fedscoop)

Trump signs National Quantum Initiative into law (Fedscoop)

Trump Wants to Double Spending on AI, Quantum Computing (WS.J)
White House’s top techie explains how Al initiative will help Seattle
tech community (Geekwire)

White House Announces New Partnership to Unleash U.S. Supercom-
puting Resources to Fight COVID-19 (The White House)

NSF establishes 3 new institutes to address critical challenges in
quantum information science (NSF)

DOD Developing Small, Unmanned Aerial System for Warfighters
(Department of Defense)

U.S. Chief Technology Officer Michael Kratsios Eyes Greece as Tech-
nology Hub (Greek Reporter)

White House Aims To Boost Funding For AT And Quantum Tech By
30 percent In 2021 (Fortune)

White House Announces $1 Billion Plan to Create Al, Quantum Insti-
tutes (WSJ)

What, exactly, is a U.S. CTO? (Fedscoop)

DOD Announces $600 Million for 5G Experimentation and Testing at
Five Installations (Department of Defense)

U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao Announces Successful
Completion of Drone Pilot Program, Announces New Program Called
BEYOND (Department of Transportation)

Australia and U.S. unveil joint hypersonic program (ADM)

White House pushes civilian agencies to use trustworthy Al in new
executive order (Fedscoop)

DOD’s Inaugural Foray Into 5G Experimentation on Track (Depart-
ment of Defense)

National AI Initiative Office launched by White House (Fedscoop)
Scale AI Hires Former U.S. CTO Michael Kratsios as Head of Strat-
egy (WSJ)

Hundreds of state, local government entities vulnerable to Chinese es-
pionage: report (Fox News)

U.S. must act ‘very carefully’ to ensure China doesn’t steal our Al
strategy: Michael Kratsios (Fox Business)

Newscast Radio (BBC)

You Might be Right (podcast)

20. List all digital platforms (including social media and other digital content
sites) on which you currently or have formerly operated an account, regardless of
whether or not the account was held in your name or an alias. Include the full name

of an “alias” or

“handle”, including the complete URL and username with

hyperlinks, you have used on each of the named platforms. Indicate whether the ac-
count is active, deleted, or dormant. Include a link to each account if possible.

Facebook: Michael Kratsios [dormant]
Instagram: mkratsios [active] Attps:/ /www.instagram.com | mkratsios |

LinkedIn: Michael Kratsios [active]
hitps: | |www.linkedin.com [in [ michaelkratsios

Snapchat: scgreek [deleted]
Tumblr: mkratsios [deleted]
Twitter: michaelkratsios [active] https:/ [ twitter.com | michaelkratsios
Twitter: USCTO45 [dormant/archived]: Attp:/ /twitter.com | USCTO45

21. Please identify each instance in which you have testified orally or in writing

before Congress in a governmental or non-governmental capacity and specify the

date, committee, and subject matter of each testimony.

July 17, 2019. Confirmation Hearing for Associate Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation. hittps: [ |www.commerce.senate.gov /2019 /7 | committee-an-
nounces-nominations-hearing

January 15, 2020. Hearing on Industries of the Future. Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. htips://www.commerce.senate.gov/
services/files| B7184908-E657-441C-967A-871D8A80BOF0

October 18, 2023. Hearing on Balancing Knowledge and Governance: Founda-
tions for Effective Risk Management of Artificial Intelligence. Joint Oversight



15

& Investigations and Research & Technology Subcommittee of the House Com-
mittee on  Science, Space, and Technology. htips://republicans-
science.house.gov/ cache/files/7/1/711d0748-8914-45e2-ab30-2b1ae3ed753f/
BF3123DB9859C190F2A8F72344BAC68B.mr.-kratsios—testimony.pdf

22. Given the current mission, major programs, and major operational objectives
of the department/agency/commission/corporation to which you have been nomi-
nated, what in your background or employment experience do you believe affirma-
tively qualifies you for appointment to the position for which you have been nomi-
nated, and why do you wish to serve in that position?

In the previous Trump Administration, I had the honor of serving as the fourth
Chief Technology Officer of the United States and the Associate Director of OSTP
for Technology, where I was confirmed by unanimous consent by the U.S. Senate.
In this capacity, I led national technology policy initiatives on critical emerging
technologies, including the bipartisan National Al Initiative and National Quantum
Initiative Acts. I played a key role in establishing the National AI Initiative Office
and the National Quantum Coordination Office at OSTP, drafting the Administra-
tion’s research and development (R&D) budget priorities, and securing a historic
doubling of Federal Al and quantum research funding. Additionally, I spearheaded
the creation of a billion-dollar program to establish a network of Al and quantum
research institutes nationwide, and developed pioneering regulatory principles for
AT governance. On the global stage, I led U.S. technology efforts at the G7, G20,
and OECD, where I helped shape the world’s first intergovernmental AI policy
guidelines.

Having spent four years leading OSTP’s technology efforts, I deeply understand
the office’s role within the Executive Office of the President and how to effectively
support the President’s science and technology agenda. I also served as the acting
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering, where I oversaw the De-
partment of Defense’s $60 billion R&D budget—the largest R&D budget for a single
organization globally. I managed the DoD’s laboratory enterprise, supervising all re-
search, engineering, development, and prototyping at the Pentagon. I understand
the importance of science and technology to our national security and how to work
across the interagency to successfully coordinate national S&T policy.

For the past four years, I have worked as the Managing Director of Scale Al, one
of the largest privately held AI companies in the world. Given the central role that
artificial intelligence will play in the coming decade, and with much of the innova-
tion driven by the private sector, I believe my background uniquely qualifies me to
bridge the gap between government and industry in this critical technology area.
Additionally, I have served as a Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Stanford Insti-
tute for Human-Centered AI, where I've further deepened my understanding of the
intersection between AI, policy, and the Nation. Maintaining American leadership
in Al and other emerging technologies will require the U.S. to leverage the totality
of its S&T enterprise, fostering collaboration among industry, academia, and govern-
ment.

I am driven by the belief that embracing technological innovation and developing
new technologies rooted in American values is key to securing a stronger future for
our country. I wish to serve in this role to continue advancing these goals and help
ensure that the U.S. remains at the forefront of science and technology for the ben-
efit of all Americans.

23. What do you believe are your responsibilities, if confirmed, to ensure that the
department/agency/commission/corporation has proper management and accounting
controls, and what experience do you have in managing a large organization?

As Director of OSTP, I would be responsible for ensuring that the office’s re-
sources are managed effectively and in alignment with its mission and strategic pri-
orities. This includes overseeing that all management processes, financial controls,
and reporting procedures meet established laws and regulations. It is critical that
we maintain transparency and accountability in all aspects of OSTP’s operations,
ensuring that taxpayer resources are used efficiently to advance our national science
and technology agenda. During my previous tenure at OSTP, I led the technology
policy team, managing the development and dissemination of numerous reports, ex-
ecutive orders, presidential memoranda, and initiatives across a wide range of
fields—from artificial intelligence and quantum computing to STEM education and
rural broadband. In doing so, I worked closely with cross-functional teams to ensure
that our work was executed on time and within budget, meeting the highest stand-
ards of quality and compliance.

In addition to my work at OSTP, I have substantial experience managing large,
fast-growing organizations. As Managing Director of Scale Al, I was part of a team
that helped grow the company to nearly $14 billion valuation, while significantly in-
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creasing the workforce to support this rapid expansion in under four years. My role
required overseeing complex operational and strategic decisions, managing large
budgets, and ensuring that the company’s operations were aligned with our long-
term goals. This experience has given me a strong understanding of how to scale
an organization while maintaining efficiency, financial integrity, and accountability.

Earlier in my career, I served as Principal and Chief of Staff at Thiel Capital,
where I worked across various affiliated entities, including venture capital funds,
hedge funds, and a philanthropic organization. In this capacity, I provided strategic
support and ensured that projects were executed efficiently and effectively. Addi-
tionally, as Chief Financial Officer and Chief Compliance Officer of Clarium Capital
Management, a global macro hedge fund, I oversaw all operations, financial report-
ing, and compliance functions.

24. What do you believe to be the top three challenges facing the department/
agency/commission/corporation, and why?

The first challenge facing OSTP today is ensuring American leadership in the de-
velopment and deployment of critical and emerging technologies—such as artificial
intelligence and quantum information science—to strengthen our economic and na-
tional security. In an era of geopolitical competition increasingly centered on tech-
nology rather than just military power, it’s essential that the United States main-
tain technological superiority and that these technologies are developed in align-
ment with American values. Achieving this will require proactive policies to maxi-
mize the effectiveness of the Federal government’s role in America’s research and
development (R&D) ecosystem, in partnership with academia and industry. OSTP
plays a crucial role in identifying key Federal R&D investment priorities and im-
proving the coordination of these investments across the government. We must
think creatively about how the Federal government can help catalyze the American
S&T enterprise, pairing R&D with necessary investments in infrastructure, work-
force development, and technology governance to ensure these innovations serve na-
tional interests.

The second challenge is ensuring that all Americans benefit from the scientific
and technological advances we make in developing these emerging technologies.
This requires sound Federal policies to facilitate technology transfer from federally
funded research to the commercial sector, and to ensure that such research is dis-
seminated widely across both academic and industry spheres. As OSTP’s author-
izing statute outlines, it is the government’s responsibility to “facilitate the close
coupling of institutional scientific research with the commercial application of the
useful findings of science.” By promoting stronger collaboration between the govern-
ment and the private sector, we can turn the discoveries from Federal labs into
technologies that benefit all Americans—and the world. In certain areas, a deregula-
tory agenda will be necessary to eliminate barriers that stifle innovation, enabling
the brightest minds in our Nation to thrive. This approach will also foster the test-
ing and evaluation of new technologies, which, along with responsible oversight, will
build public trust and accelerate technology adoption. As technology increasingly
permeates every facet of our lives, we must engage a broader set of stakeholders
to ensure the benefits of scientific and technological achievements are felt by all
Americans.

Finally, a strong OSTP is critical for informing the President’s economic and na-
tional security policies through independent, expert judgment. To be effective, OSTP
must be staffed with a team of highly skilled professionals capable of providing well-
researched scientific and technical analysis. This team must work closely with other
White House entities, such as the National Economic Council and the National Se-
curity Council, to develop integrated, cross-cutting policies. Additionally, effective
staffing of the National Science and Technology Council (NSTC)—which coordinates
Federal science and technology policy across the interagency—will allow OSTP to
leverage expertise across the government and drive innovative solutions that serve
both national security and economic strategy. Building OSTP’s capacity to foster
strong interagency collaboration and providing necessary expertise to the NSTC will
be vital in advancing the President’s agenda and leading efforts to address critical
technology challenges.

B. POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

1. Describe all financial arrangements, deferred compensation agreements, and
other continuing dealings with business associates, clients, or customers. Please in-
clude information related to retirement accounts, such as a 401(k) or pension plan.

Thiel Capital: As approved by OSTP Ethics Counsel and OGE, I will continue to
participate in my former employer’s 401(k) plan. The former employer no longer
makes contributions to this plan.
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Scale AI: My employment at Scale Al ended on January 17, 2024. As approved
by OSTP Ethics Counsel and OGE, I will continue to participate in my former em-
ployer’s 401(k) plan and HSA. The former employer no longer makes contributions
to this plan or HSA.

2. Do you have any commitments or agreements, formal or informal, to maintain
employment, affiliation, or practice with any business, association, or other organi-
zation during your appointment? If so, please explain. No.

3. Indicate any investments, obligations, liabilities, or other relationships which
could involve potential conflicts of interest in the position to which you have been
nominated. Explain how you will resolve each potential conflict of interest.

I hold equity and options in Scale Al, bitcoin, and ethereum. I will divest of these
assets if confirmed, per my ethics agreement. I will follow all recusal obligations as
described in my ethics agreement.

4. Describe any business relationship, dealing, or financial transaction which you
have had during the last ten years, whether for yourself, on behalf of a client, or
acting as an agent, that could in any way constitute or result in a possible conflict
of interest in the position to which you have been nominated. Explain how you will
resolve each potential conflict of interest.

I worked for Scale AI from March 2021 until January 17, 2024. I am no longer
an employee and will divest of all of my Scale assets, per my ethics agreement. I
will follow all recusal obligations as described in my Ethics Agreement.

5. Identify any other potential conflicts of interest and explain how you will re-
solve each potential conflict of interest.

I served as a Distinguished Visiting Fellow at Stanford University and a Board
Member of the Foundation for American Innovation, as well as on an advisory board
at the University of Oklahoma. I will follow all recusal obligations as described in
my Ethics Agreement.

6. Describe any activity during the past ten years, including the names of clients
represented, in which you have been engaged for the purpose of directly or indi-
rectly influencing the passage, defeat, or modification of any legislation or affecting
the administration and execution of law or public policy. None.

C. LEGAL MATTERS

1. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics, professional mis-
conduct, or retaliation by, or been the subject of a complaint to, any court, adminis-
trative agency, the Office of Special Counsel, an Inspector General, professional as-
sociation, disciplinary committee, or other professional group? If yes:

a. Provide the name of the court, agency, association, committee, or group;

b. Provide the date the citation, disciplinary action, complaint, or personnel action

was issued or initiated,;

c. Describe the citation, disciplinary action, complaint, or personnel action;

d. Provide the results of the citation, disciplinary action, complaint, or personnel

action.

No.

2. Have you ever been investigated, arrested, charged, or held by any Federal,
State, or other law enforcement authority of any Federal, State, county, municipal,
011' foreign government entity, other than for a minor traffic offense? If so, please ex-
plain. No.

3. Have you or any business or nonprofit of which you are or were an officer ever
been involved as a party in an administrative agency proceeding, criminal pro-
ceeding, or civil litigation? If so, please explain.

I am named as a defendant in a putative class action filed on December 10, 2024
against a former employer by individuals alleging California labor law claims re-
lated to their status as independent contractors.

4. Have you ever been convicted (including pleas of guilty or nolo contendere) of
any criminal violation other than a minor traffic offense? If so, please explain. No.

5. Have you ever been accused, formally or informally, of sexual assault, sexual
harassment, or discrimination on the basis of sex, race, religion, or any other basis?
If so, please explain. No.

6. Please advise the Committee of any additional information, favorable or unfa-
vorable, which you feel should be disclosed in connection with your nomination.

Not applicable.

D. RELATIONSHIP WITH COMMITTEE

1. Will you ensure that your department/agency/commission/corporation complies
with deadlines for information set by congressional committees, and that your de-
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partment/agency/commission/corporation endeavors to timely comply with requests
for information from individual Members of Congress, including requests from mem-
bers in the minority? Yes.

2. Will you ensure that your department/agency/commission/corporation does
whatever it can to protect congressional witnesses and whistleblowers from reprisal
for their testimony and disclosures? Yes.

3. Will you cooperate in providing the Committee with requested witnesses, in-
cluding technical experts and career employees, with firsthand knowledge of matters
of interest to the Committee? Yes.

4. Are you willing to appear and testify before any duly constituted committee of
the Congress on such occasions as you may be reasonably requested to do so? Yes.

ATTACHMENT 1

Michael J.K. Kratsios
EXPERIENCE
Scale AI San Francisco & Washington D.C.
Managing Director 2021 - 2025

* Executive at $14bn ventured-back Al company, supporting frontier large language model builders and developing
Al solutions for global institutions & governments
© Led Scale’s business strategy and global affairs. Oversaw enterprise and public sector business, international

and strategic with governments and policymakers
Executive Office of the President of the United States, The White House ‘Washington, D.C.
Chief Technology Officer of the United States 2017 - 2021

® Served as principal technology policy advisor to the President of the United States

® Reoriented U.S. national hechnology policy towards an explicit primary focus on ensuring continued American
leadership in emerging tech

© Served as Cabinet-level representative of the United States in international fora, including the G7, G20, and OECD

. Led team of policy advisors dnvmg U S. pohcy and priorities on a range of technology issues, including artificial

rural b 1 aerial systems, aumnomous

vehicles, entrepreneurship, the digital economy, cyb: ity, ing, and

® Architected the United States’ first National S ies on Artificial Intelli and Quantum Information Science

® Oversaw implementation of bipartisan National AT Initiative and National Quantum Initiative Acts

o Established America’s first National Al and National Quantum Research Institutes with $1bn plus in funding

® Issued the world’s first AI regulatory guidance; led international effort to establish the Global Partnership on AT

© Launched the American Broadband Initiative, awarding $2bn in grants to support rural connectivity

* Co-founded COVID-19 HPC Consortium, the largest public-private computing partnership ever created

© Unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate

d q £

United States Department of Defense ‘Washington, D.C.
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering (Acting) 2020 - 2021
® Served as the principal advisor to the Secretary of Defense for technology, supemsmg all defense research and
engineering, tzchnology develupmeng iti yping, exper and devels ] testing activities
® Led ten-th d-person organi than incl ded DARPA, the Missile Defense Agency, the Defense Innovation
Unit, the Space Development Agency, and the DoD laboratory enterprise
© Managed an over $60bn budget, the largest R&D budget for a single organization in the world
® Oversaw the DoD’s 5G portfolio; launched world’s largest full-scale 5G test at military instillations across the U.S.
® Served as third highest ranking official at the Pentagon

Thiel Capital San Francisco, CA
Principal & Chief of Staff, Thiel Capital 2014 - 2017
® Oversaw i bsidiaries and all initiatives involving Mr. Thiel, i ing in and advising tech companies
Chief Financial Officer and Chief Compliance Officer, Clarium Capital Management 2010 - 2015
® Managed operations, financial reporting, & regulatory li of $1bn SEC-reg d global macro hedge fund
Barclays New York, NY
Analyst, Investment Banking Division Summer 2007 & 2008 - 2009
EDUCATION
Princeton University (A.B. in Politics, magna cum laude, 2008) Princeton, NJ
Tsinghua University, School of Ex ics and M: (Visiting Scholar, 2010) Beijing, China
OTHER

Clearance: Top Secret / Sensitive Compartmented Information

Affiliations: Distinguished Fellow at Stanford Institute for Human-Centered Al and at the Council on Competitiveness

Other: Recipient of Department of Defense Distinguished Public Service Medal (highest honorary award conferred
by DoD), Fortune 40 Under 40, fluent in modern Greek, marathon runner & Boston Marathon qualifier,
published in The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, WIRED, Bloomberg, Newsweek, & Fortune
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr. Kratsios. Mr. Meador.

STATEMENT OF MARK MEADOR, NOMINEE TO BE A
COMMISSIONER, FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Chairman Cruz, Ranking Member
Cantwell, and members of the Senate Commerce Committee. It was
a pleasure meeting with several of you and your staff over the past
weeks, and it is an honor to be with you all today.

I am humbled by the trust and confidence President Trump has
placed in me to serve as a Commissioner on the Federal Trade
Commission and to help implement his agenda to improve the lives
of American families. Thank you for this opportunity to serve our
country.

Thank you also, Senator Lee, for your very kind introduction,
your unfailing support and friendship, and the opportunity to serve
as your antitrust counselor, not once, but twice. Your example of
leadership has provided a model of public service that I will strive
to emulate in my entire career.

Before offering some brief remarks, I would like to recognize sev-
eral people who have joined me here today. First and foremost is
my best friend, confidant, and devoted wife, Adrienne, who has
joined me along with our six children, Constance, who is 13, Ross,
who is 12, Ambrose, who is 10, Veronica, who is 8, Silas, who is
6, and John, who is 3.

Many people have heard me say—by the way, I am impressed
that I remembered all of those. That is my—that was my goal for
the day.

[Laughter.]

Mr. MEADOR. Yes. That makes it easier, actually. Many people
have heard me say that working in the Senate was the best job I
ever had. But truth be told, even if I am confirmed to this position,
carrying and providing for the seven people seated behind me will
always be my best and most important job.

Last, but far from least, I am also joined today by my parents,
Brad and Elise Meador, to whom I owe more than time permits me
to recount. After my faith in Christ, the greatest gift my parents
gave me was a childhood marked by unconditional love and a dedi-
cation to others. After growing up the son of a nomadic Army offi-
cer, my dad prioritized stability for our family.

He turned down other jobs to continue his career with the United
States Postal Service, and always made sure there was time to
teach me to golf or accompany me on camping trips. My mom was
always there for us when we got home from school, even while
working part time to make ends meet, and yet somehow also found
time to open a soup kitchen at our church.

Thank you both for teaching me the value of service, and how to
be a loving and present father, and husband for my own family.
These examples of hard work and sacrifice were deeply formative
for me and solidified my decision to embark on a career of public
service.

As many of you know, I have worked as a Federal antitrust en-
forcer and policy advisor, including at the Department of Justice’s
Antitrust Division and here in the Senate. And if I am fortunate
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enough to be confirmed to this position, I will be returning home
to where I began my career, the Federal Trade Commission.

To do so would be the honor of a lifetime. The FTC plays a crit-
ical role in protecting American consumers. Its twin missions, to
stop unfair methods of competition and to protect consumers, have
arguably never been more important. President Trump is correct
that America is facing an affordability crisis.

Our free market system is the bedrock of the American economy,
and yet many Americans feel that it is no longer working for them
or to their benefit. They value hard work and free enterprise, but
at times feel that honest competition has been replaced by con-
centrated economic powers that take them for granted. A truly free
market, however, requires the availability of meaningful choices for
consumers.

This includes the benefit of vibrant competition that leads to
lower prices and higher quality. It also means acknowledging that
Americans are not just consumers, they are mothers and fathers,
neighbors and friends. Protecting competition in all of our markets
is essential to ensuring that America’s free market economy oper-
ates as our servant, not our master.

At the same time that American families are struggling to make
ends meet, fraudulent and deceptive practices threaten not just
their wealth, but the well-being of their children and loved ones.
Unscrupulous actors seek to profit off our children by exploiting
their privacy, innocence, and vulnerability.

Chairman Cruz put it especially well when he remarked that to-
day’s families face a challenge previous generations could not imag-
ine, a rapidly changing digital environment targeting our kids. Par-
ents struggle to navigate the maze of putatively free services and
social media sites that impose hidden but growing costs on their
children’s mental health and safety.

One of the FTC’s most important missions in the years to come
will be using its consumer protection authority to safeguard fami-
lies from those seeking to take advantage of the most vulnerable.

If confirmed, I will work to ensure that the FTC’s precious en-
forcement resources are focused on the cases most needed to pro-
tect consumers and move the law in the right direction, not wasted
on pet projects that risk making bad law or distract from address-
ing real threats to American consumers.

FTC enforcement decisions should be based on the facts and the
law, and the law should be vigorously and fairly enforced. America
needs an FTC that is focused on law enforcement, provides clear
guidance, and ensures the public’s trust in the agency, and FTC
staff need leaders who work alongside them, not just over them.

The challenges facing our economy are great, but so is our re-
solve. If I am fortunate enough to be confirmed as a Commissioner
on the Federal Trade Commission, I look forward to working with
Chairman Ferguson and my fellow Commissioners to help Amer-
ican consumers by fighting to protect the competitive process that
keeps markets free and the families that give value to our freedom.
Thank you, and I look forward to answering your questions.

[The prepared statement and biographical information of Mr.
Meador follow:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MARK R. MEADOR, NOMINEE TO BE COMMISSIONER,
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

Thank you, Chairman Cruz, Ranking Member Cantwell, and members of the Sen-
ate Commerce Committee. It was a pleasure meeting with several of you and your
staff over the past weeks, and it is in an honor to be with you all today.

I am humbled by the trust and confidence President Trump has placed in me to
serve as a Commissioner on the Federal Trade Commission, and to help implement
his agenda to improve the lives of American families. Thank you for this opportunity
to serve our country.

Thank you also, Senator Lee, for your very kind introduction, your unfailing sup-
port and friendship, and the opportunity to serve as your antitrust counselor not
once, but twice. Your example of leadership has provided a model of public service
that I will strive to emulate my entire career.

Before offering some brief remarks, I would like to recognize several people who
have joined me here today.

First and foremost is my best friend, confidant, and devoted wife, Adrienne, who
has joined me along with our six children: Constance, 13; Ross, 12; Ambrose, 10;
Veronica, 8; Silas, 6; and John, 3. Many people have heard me say that working
in the senate was the best job I ever had. But truth be told, even if I am confirmed
to this position, caring and providing for the seven people seated behind me will al-
ways be my best and most important job.

Last, but far from least, I am also joined today by my parents, Brad and Elyce
Meador, to whom I owe more than time permits me to recount. After my faith in
Christ, the greatest gift my parents gave me was a childhood marked by uncondi-
tional love and a dedication to others.

After growing up the son of a nomadic Army officer, my dad prioritized stability
for our family. He turned down other jobs to continue his career with the United
States Postal Service, and always made sure there was time to teach me to golf or
accompany me on camping trips. My mom was always there for us when we got
home from school, even while working part-time to make ends meet, and yet some-
how also found time to open a soup kitchen at our church. Thank you, both, for
teaching me the value of service and how to be a loving and present father and hus-
band for my own family.

These examples of hard work and sacrifice were deeply formative for me, and so-
lidified my decision to embark on a career of public service.

As many of you here know, I have worked as a Federal antitrust enforcer and
policy advisor, including at the Department of Justice’s Antitrust Division and here
in the Senate. And if I am fortunate enough to be confirmed to this position, I will
be returning home to where I began my career: the Federal Trade Commission. To
do so would be the honor of a lifetime.

The FTC plays a critical role in protecting American consumers. Its twin mis-
sions—to stop unfair methods of competition, and to protect consumers—have argu-
ably never been more important.

President Trump is correct that America is facing an affordability crisis.

Our free-market system is the bedrock of the American economy, and yet many
Americans feel that it is no longer working for them or to their benefit. They value
hard work and free enterprise, but at times feel that honest competition has been
replaced by concentrated economic powers that take them for granted.

A truly free market, however, requires the availability of meaningful choices for
consumers. This includes the benefit of vibrant competition that leads to lower
prices and higher quality. It also means acknowledging that Americans are not just
consumers—they are mothers and fathers, neighbors and friends. Protecting com-
petition in all of our markets is essential to ensuring that America’s free market
economy operates as our servant, not our master.

At the same time that American families are struggling to make ends meet, fraud-
ulent and deceptive practices threaten not just their wealth but the well-being of
their children and loved ones. Unscrupulous actors seek to profit off our children
by exploiting their privacy, innocence, and vulnerability.

Chairman Cruz put it especially well when he remarked that, “today’s families
face a challenge previous generations could not imagine: a rapidly changing digital
environment targeting our kids.” Parents struggle to navigate the maze of puta-
tively “free” services and social media sites that impose hidden, but growing costs
on their children’s mental health and safety. One of the FTC’s most important mis-
sions in the years to come will be using its consumer protection authority to safe-
guard families from those seeking to take advantage of the most vulnerable.

If confirmed, I will work to ensure that the FTC’s precious enforcement resources
are focused on the cases most needed to protect consumers and move the law in the
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right direction, not wasted on pet projects that risk making bad law or distract from
addressing real threats to American consumers. FTC enforcement decisions should
?e ll)ased on the facts and the law, and the law should be enforced vigorously and
airly.

America needs an FTC that is focused on law enforcement, provides clear guid-
ance, and ensures the public’s trust in the agency. And FTC staff need leaders who
work alongside them, not just over them.

The challenges facing our economy are great, but so is our resolve. If I am fortu-
nate enough to be confirmed as a Commissioner on the Federal Trade Commission,
I look forward to working with Chairman Ferguson and my fellow commissioners
to help American consumers by fighting to protect the competitive process that
keeps markets free and the families that give value to our freedom.

Thank you, and I look forward to answering your questions.

A. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

1. Name (Include any former names or nicknames used): Mark Ross Meador.
2. Position to which nominated: Commissioner, Federal Trade Commission.
3. Date of Nomination: January 20, 2025.

4. Address (List current place of residence and office addresses):

Residence: Information not released to the public.
Office: Kressin Meador Powers LLC, 400 7th Street NW, Unit 300, Washington,
DC 20004.

5. Date and Place of Birth: March 16, 1985; Bloomington, Indiana.

6. Provide the name, position, and place of employment for your spouse (if mar-
ried) or domestic partner, and the names and ages of your children (including step-
children and children by a previous marriage).

Spouse: Adrienne Lee Meador, Teacher, St. Nicholas Academic Community.

7. List all college and graduate schools attended, whether or not you were granted
a degree by the institution. Provide the name of the institution, the dates attended,
the degree received, and the date of the degree.

University of Houston Law Center, 2008-2011, J.D. awarded May 2011
University of Chicago, 2003—2007, A.B., Philosophy, awarded June 2007.

8. List all post-undergraduate employment, including the job title, name of em-
ployer, and inclusive dates of employment, and highlight all management-level jobs
held and any non-managerial jobs that relate to the position for which you are nomi-
nated.

Visiting Fellow, The Heritage Foundation Tech Policy Center, October 2023 to
present*

Partner, Kressin Meador Powers LLC, July 2023 to present*

Deputy Chief Counsel for Antitrust & Competition Policy, Senator Mike Lee,
United States Senate, January 2022 to June 2023*

Counsel Detailee, United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition Policy & Consumer Rights, July 2020 to
December 2021%

Trial Attorney, United States Department of Justice, Antitrust Division, Trans-
portation, Energy & Agriculture Section, August 2019 to December 2021*
Associate, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP, August 2016 to July
2019*

Associate, Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP, July 2016 to August 2016*
Counsel Detailee, United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition Policy & Consumer Rights, August 2015
to July 2016%*

Attorney, Federal Trade Commission, Bureau of Competition, Health Care Divi-
sion, October 2011 to July 2016*

Legal Editorial Assistant, Jones McClure Publishing, January 2011 to June
2011

Law Clerk, Office of the Attorney General of Texas, Antitrust Section, June
2010 to November 2010*

Intern, Liberty Legal Institute (now First Liberty Institute), June 2009 to July
2009
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Intern, The Trinity Forum, May 2008 to August 2008
Legal Assistant, Kass & Moses, P.C., August 2005 to January 2008

* denotes management-level jobs and non-managerial jobs that relate to the posi-
tion for which I have been nominated.

9. Attach a copy of your résumé.

See Attachment A.

10. List any advisory, consultative, honorary, or other part-time service or posi-
tions with Federal, State, or local governments, other than those listed above after
18 years of age. None.

11. List all positions held as an officer, director, trustee, partner, proprietor,
agent, representative, or consultant of any corporation, company, firm, partnership,
or other business, enterprise, educational, or other institution.

Partner, Kressin Meador Powers LLC
Visiting Fellow, The Heritage Foundation Tech Policy Center

12. List all memberships you have had after 18 years of age or currently hold with
any civic, social, charitable, educational, political, professional, fraternal, benevolent
or religiously affiliated organization, private club, or other membership organization
(You do not have to list your religious affiliation or membership in a religious house
of worship or institution). Include dates of membership and any positions you have
held with any organization. Please note whether any such club or organization re-
stricts membership on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, national origin, age, or
disability.

Texas Bar, Member, 2011 to present (inactive since 2017)

District of Columbia Bar, Member, 2017 to present

Supreme Court of the United States, Bar Member, 2023 to present

U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, Bar Member, 2024 to present
American Bar Association, Antitrust Law Section, Member, 2011-2019, 2023 to
present

e Vice-Chair, U.S. Comments & Policy Committee, 2023 to 2024

The Federalist Society, Member, 2008 to present
e Executive Committee Member, Corporations, Securities & Antitrust Practice
Group, 2022 to 2024
e Vice President, UHLC Student Chapter, 2009-2010
American Compass, Member, 2024 to present
Trail Life USA, Troop VA-1188, Adult Leader, 2023 to present
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association, Member, 2021 to present
American Radio Relay League, Member, 2023 to present
Fan Fairness Coalition, President, 2023 to 2024
John Sherman Foundation, Board Member, 2024 to 2024
Boy Scouts of America, Cub Scout Pack 1188, Adult Leader, 2019 to 2023
Elite Shooting Sports, Member, 2017 to 2023
National Rifle Association, Member, 2017 to 2022
Houston Business & Tax Law Journal, Member, 2009-2011
o Editor-in-Chief, 2010-2011
UHLC Advocates for Life, Founder and President, 2010-2011

The Edmund Burke Society, Member, 2004 to present
e Secretary, Winter Quarter 2006

None of these organizations discriminates on the basis of race, color, national ori-
gin, age, or disability. Trail Life USA is a Christian organization for boys; I am not
familiar with any formal membership restrictions. None of the other organizations
restrict membership on the basis of sex or religion.

13. Have you ever been a candidate for and/or held a public office (elected, non-
elected, or appointed)? If so, indicate whether any campaign has any outstanding
debt, the amount, and whether you are personally liable for that debt. No.

14. List all memberships and offices held with and services rendered to, whether
compensated or not, any political party or election committee within the past ten
years. If you have held a paid position or served in a formal or official advisory posi-
tion (whether compensated or not) in a political campaign within the past ten years,
identify the particulars of the campaign, including the candidate, year of the cam-
paign, and your title and responsibilities. None.
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15. Itemize all political contributions to any individual, campaign organization,
political party, political action committee, or similar entity of $200 or more for the
past ten years.

Trump 47 Committee—$516.43 (October 9, 2024)

16. List all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, honorary society member-
ships, military medals, and any other special recognition for outstanding service or
achievements.

Blackstone Fellow, Alliance Defending Freedom
Dean’s Scholar, University of Houston Law Center
Fellow, The John Jay Institute

Honors Fellow, Intercollegiate Studies Institute
Eagle Scout, Boy Scouts of America

17. List all books, articles, columns, letters to the editor, Internet blog postings,
or other publications you have authored, individually or with others. Include a link
to each publication when possible. If a link is not available, provide a digital copy
of the publication when available.

Mark Meador & Annie Chestnut Tutor, Don’t Let Empty Objections Stop the
Kids Online Safety Act, THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION (Aug. 6, 2024), hitps://
www.heritage.org | big-tech | commentary [ dont-let-empty-objections-stop-the-kids-
online-safety-act.

Mark Meador, Ticketmaster’s ‘Legally Permissible’ Abuse of Monopoly Power
Won’t Fly, SPORTICO (July 18, 2024), hitps:/ /www.sportico.com [law /analysis |
2024 | ticketmasters-abuse-of-monopoly-power-wont-fly-1234789894 / .

Mark Meador, Not Enforcing the Robinson-Patman Act is Lawless and Likely
Harms Consumers, FEDSoc BrLoG (Jul. 9, 2024), https://fedsoc.org/com-
mentary | fedsoc-blog | not-enforcing-the-robinson-patman-act-is-lawless-and-like-
ly-harms-consumers.

Mark Meador & Joel Thayer, Why the TikTok bill is constitutional, THE HILL
(Mar. 27, 2024, 3:00 PM), https://thehill.com/opinion/technology/4536696-
why-the-tiktok-bill-is-constitutional /.

Mark Meador, MEADOR: Break Up Live Nation Ticketmaster To Protect Fans,
DALy CALLER (Jan. 26, 2024, 10:59 AM), https:/ /dailycaller.com [2024/01/26/
meador-live-action-ticketmaster-antitrust /.

International Comparative Legal Guide to: Vertical Agreements and Dominant
Firms 2018, Chapter 20: USA, available at https:/ /www.acc.com /sites/default/
files [ resources /vl / membersonly | Article | 1488171 1.pdf.

International Comparative Legal Guide to: Vertical Agreements and Dominant
Firms 2017, Chapter 19: USA, available at https:/ /www.acc.com /sites/default/
files [ resources /vl / membersonly | Article | 1461931 1.pdf.

Mark R. Meador, Squeezing the Middleman: Ending Underhanded Dealing in
the Pharmacy Benefit Management Industry Through Regulation, 21 ANN.
HEALTH LAW 77 (2011), available at https:/ /papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?
abstract_id=1875249.

18. List all speeches, panel discussions, and presentations (e.g., PowerPoint) that
you have given on topics relevant to the position for which you have been nomi-
nated. Include a link to each publication when possible. If a link is not available,
provide a digital copy of the speech or presentation when available.

Panelist at Heritage Foundation panel: Defending Digital Boundaries: The Con-
servative Case for Online Protection (Sept. 24, 2024) https:/ /www.heritage.org/
big-tech | event [ defending-digital-boundaries-the-conservative-case-online-protec-
tion.

Panelist at Project Sphere panel: How Does A.I. Affect Education?, https://
www.projectsphere.org | episode | how-does-a-i-affect-education /.

Panelist at Project Sphere panel: How Should We Address the Challenges
Around A.L.?, https:/ /www.projectsphere.org/episode/ how-should-we-address-
the-challenges-around-a-i/.

Panelist at Project Sphere panel: Should We Be Optimistic About Technology?
Online Access and Connectivity, https:/ /www.projectsphere.org [ episode | should-
we-be-optimistic-about-technology-online-access-and-connectivity /.
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Presenter, American Moment Foundations of American Statecraft Course, Navi-
gating Antitrust Law: Insights from Policy and Practice (April and October
2024).

Panelist at DOJ-FTC Joint Workshop: Evolving Approaches to Mergers Be-
tween Rivals from the 2010 HMG to the Draft Merger Guidelines (Sept. 5,
2023), https:/ | www.ftc.gov [ news-events [ events [ 2023 /09 [ 2023-draft-merger-
guidelines-workshop.

Panelist at ABA Antitrust Law Section Fall Forum panel: Legislative Reform—
Competition Policy as Staple Gun (Nov. 17, 2022).

Panelist at Competition Policy International panel: Challenges in Merger En-
forcement—Where Next? (Nov. 16, 2022) hittps:/ /www.competitionpolicyinter
national.com [ challenges-in-merger-enforcement-where-next-recording.

Panelist at Bipartisan Policy Center panel: Big Tech and M&A: Killer Acquisi-
tions and Kill Zones? (Oct. 31, 2022), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=NCD2sdhLUi0.

Panelist at ABA Antitrust Law Section Legislation Committee panel: Update on
the State Antitrust Enforcement Venue Act (July 11, 2022).

Keynote Address at the GW Regulatory Studies Center and Information Tech-
nology and Innovation Foundation Conference: Dynamic Competition and Public
Policy (April 14, 2022), https://www.youtube.com /watch?v=2X9E50-a Zw&t
=31705s.

Panelist at the George Mason Law Review and Global Antitrust Institute 25
Years of Antitrust Symposium: Proposals to Change the Antitrust Laws
(Feb. 25, 2022), https:/ /www.youtube.com | watch?v=mHDarN3hQyl.

Panelist at ABA Antitrust Law Section Legislation Committee panel: Antitrust
Legislation in Congress in 2016—A Preview (Feb. 17, 2016).

19. List all public statements you have made during the past ten years, including
statements in news articles and radio and podcasts and television appearances,
which are on topics relevant to the position for which you have been nominated, in-
cluding dates. Include a link to each statement when possible. If a link is not avail-
able, provide a digital copy of the statement when available.

I have done my best to identify all public statements I have made over the past
ten years, including statements in news articles and radio and podcasts and tele-
vision appearances, which are on topics relevant to the position for which I have
been nominated, including through a review of personal files and searches of pub-
licly available electronic databases. Despite my best efforts, there may be other ma-
icerials I have been unable to identify, find, or remember. I have located the fol-
owing:

Merger Monthly: HSR Form’s Additional Information Requirements Further In-
stitutionalize New Era of Merger Scrutiny, THE CAPITOL FORUM. Oct. 14, 2024,
(digital copy provided).

Antitrust Case Against Visa Debit Lights the Way for Probe of Firm’s Dominance
in Credit Cards, Industry Experts, Lawyers Say, THE CAPITOL FORUM, Sept. 26,
2024 (digital copy provided).

The FOX News Rundown, FOX News Radio (Sep. 9, 2024), https:/ /podcasts
.apple.com [ us [ podcast | house-probe-of-afghanistan-exit-details-catastrophic /
1d130366035821=1000668857119 (discussing Live Nation-Ticketmaster).

Moment of Truth: Google’s Worst Day Is Here (ft. Mark Meador), American Mo-
ment (Aug. 12, 2024), https:/ [www.youtube.com [watch?v=hqm4EAVyiAM.

The Dynamist: Did Google Monopolize Ad-Tech? w/Mark Meador, The Founda-
tion for American Innovation (August 8, 2023), https:/ / podcasts.apple.com [us/
podcast | episode-30-did-google-monopolize-ad-tech-w-mark-meador /
1d1528920211.

Matthew Perlman, 4 Takeaways From Landmark Google Search Ruling,
LAaw360, Aug. 6, 2024, https:/ /www.law360.com [articles | 1867101 [ 4-takeaways
-from-landmark-google-search-ruling.

Stefania Palma and James Fontanella-Khan, JD Vance and Kamala Harris
scramble U.S. dealmakers’ election strategies, FINANCIAL TIMES, July 24, 2024,
hitps: | |www.ft.com | content | 6be260f4-daeb-441c-97¢3-67be65242797.

Ashley Gold and Maria Curi, Tech after a Trump victory, AX10s, July 17, 2024,
hitps: | |www.axios.com [pro/tech-policy | 2024 /07 | 17 | tech-after-a-trump-victory.
Anna Langlois and Ben Remaly, Past settlements may boost DO<J’s bid for Live
Nation breakup, GLOBAL COMPETITION REVIEW, May 24, 2024, https://global
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competitionreview.com | ger-usa | article | past-settlements-may-boost-dojs-bid-live-
nation-breakup.

Daysia Tolentino and Rob Wile, T¢ is time to break up Live Nation’: DOJ sues
Ticketmaster parent over alleged monopoly, NBC NEWS, May 23, 2024, https://
www.nbcnews.com | business | business-news | ticketmaster-sued-department-jus-
tice-monopoly-rcna153645.

Rob Wile, What the Ticketmaster-Live Nation lawsuit could mean for fans of live
music, NBC NEws, May 23, 2024, hitps:/ /www.nbcnews.com [business/busi-
ness-news / ticketmaster-live-nation-lawsuit-mean-fans-live-music-recna153739.

Anna Langlois, Powers moves to antitrust boutique, GLOBAL COMPETITION RE-
VIEW, April 29, 2024, https:/ /globalcompetitionreview.com /gcr-usa /article | pow-
ers-moves-antitrust-boutique.

Anna Langlois, Visa, Mastercard allow steering to resolve interchange fee case,
GLOBAL COMPETITION REVIEW, Mar. 27, 2024, https://globalcompetition
review.com | ger-usa | article | visa-mastercard-allow-steering-resolve-interchange-
fee-case.

Open Letter to Assistant Attorney General Jonathan Kanter (Mar. 21, 2024),
available at hAttps:/ /cdn.sanity.io/files/d8lrla4f/staging /| 23fa7c81de31d2¢97
e58b81285af85(719b5721f.pdf.

Kathleen Murphy, Meador joins Heritage, FTCWATCH, Jan. 29, 2024 (digital
copy provided).

Chris May, Comment: Major League Baseball scores postponed reckoning over
U.S. Federal antitrust exemption with settlements, MLEX, Nov. 7, 2023, https:/ /
www.mlex.com [ mlex /articles /2000158 [ comment-major-league-baseball-scores-
postponed-reckoning-over-us-federal-antitrust-exemption-with-settlements.

Marcia Brown, The Next Generation of Law Students Is Obsessed With Lina
Khan, POLITICO MAGAZINE, Nov. 6, 2023, https:/ /www.politico.com [ news | mag-
azine /2023 /11 /06 /law-students-antitrust-lina-khan-00124240.

Anna Langlois, Congressional committees float proposals to curb DOJ funding,
GLOBAL COMPETITION REVIEW, Aug. 9, 2023, https:/ /globalcompetitionreview
.com | ger-usa [ article | congressional-committees-float-proposals-curb-doj-funding.
Moment of Truth: Will We Revolutionize Antitrust? (ft. Mark Meador), American
Moment (July 31, 2023), https:/ [ www.youtube.com | watch ?v=n4lGMBf6-ys.
David Mamone, Mark Meador: the exit interview, GLOBAL COMPETITION REVIEW,
July 3, 2023, htips://globalcompetitionreview.com /gcr-usa/article | mark-
meador-the-exit-interview.

Ben Remaly and David Mamone, Boutique of former Kanter colleagues grows
with Senate hire, GLOBAL COMPETITION REVIEW, July 3, 2023, https://global
competitionreview.com | ger-usa / article | boutique-of-former-kanter-colleagues-
grows-senate-hire.

Our Curious Amalgam: #215 What Does Antitrust Counsel to a United States
Senator Do? A Conversation With Mark Meador, American Bar Association
(Apr. 23, 2023), https:/ | ourcuriousamalgam.com /episode /215-mark-meador /.

20. List all digital platforms (including social media and other digital content
sites) on which you currently or have formerly operated an account, regardless of

whether or not the account was held in your name or an alias. Include the full name

of an “alias” or “handle”, including the complete URL and username with

hyperlinks, you have used on each of the named platforms. Indicate whether the ac-
count is active, deleted, or dormant. Include a link to each account if possible.

LinkedIn: https:/ /www.linkedin.com /in /markrmeador/ (active)
X: @mrmeador (active)

Instagram: @mrmeador (deactivated)

Facebook: Mark Meador (deleted)

Substack: @mrmeador (active, reading only)

QRZ.com: K3ATR, https:/ /www.qrz.com/db/k3atr (active)
Clubhouse: @mrmeador (dormant)

TruthSocial: @mrmeador (dormant)

GETTR: @mrmeador (dormant)

SSRN: Mark R. Meador, https:/ /papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?
per_id=1658093 (active)
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21. Please identify each instance in which you have testified orally or in writing
before Congress in a governmental or non-governmental capacity and specify the
date, committee, and subject matter of each testimony. None.

22. Given the current mission, major programs, and major operational objectives
of the department/agency/commission/corporation to which you have been nomi-
nated, what in your background or employment experience do you believe affirma-
tively qualifies you for appointment to the position for which you have been nomi-
nated, and why do you wish to serve in that position?

The Federal Trade Commission bears the incredibly important responsibility to
ensure fairness in American markets by preventing anticompetitive conduct and
mergers and unfair and deceptive practices. I have dedicated my career to the pur-
suit of these same goals and believe they are fundamental to ushering in the Presi-
dent’s vision for America’s golden age.

To start, my antitrust experience spans over many vantage points and includes
advising at the highest levels. I began my career as a staff attorney in the Health
Care Division of the Bureau of Competition at the FTC, where I spearheaded inves-
tigations into complex health care markets. I have also served as a staff attorney
at the Antitrust Division of the United States Department of Justice, where I played
a leading role in efforts to protect consumers and competition in the transportation,
technology, and fintech industries.

I leveraged these experiences as antitrust counsel in the United States Senate for
Senator Mike Lee, where I assisted in drafting and reviewing antitrust legislation.
I also advised on oversight of Federal antitrust enforcers, working to ensure that
the agencies promoted consumer welfare and adhered to their stated mission as de-
fined by Congress.

I have spent several years practicing antitrust law in private practice, both at a
large defense-oriented firm and at my own small firm specializing in offense-ori-
ented antitrust. I have appeared before FTC and DOJ both to defend parties under
investigation and to solicit investigations on behalf of victims. These experiences
have given me insight into the challenges faced by both antitrust defendants and
private plaintiffs, something that I believe is essential to making sound judgments
as an antitrust enforcer.

Outside of my legal practice, I have also been a strong advocate for protecting
children online. Alongside the FTC’s critical work to prevent fraud, scams, and other
predatory conduct against consumers, protecting our children from the dangers
posed by various social media platforms is one of the agency’s highest callings. As
a father of six, I take this responsibility seriously and understand the challenges
ic{hgt’ {)arents face in striking the right balance for the role of technology in their

ids’ lives.

I care deeply about the FTC’s mission, as well as for the rule of law. My experi-
ences have made me sensitive to the effects that legal and regulatory policies have
on stakeholders, consumers, and most importantly American families. What’s more,
I have the proven ability to find the balance between Federal governance, private
companies, and consumers in promoting a healthy and sustainable marketplace. If
confirmed, I look forward to using my diverse experiences as an antitrust lawyer
and parent to ensure that the FTC Act is, to borrow the words of President Trump,
“enforced both vigorously and fairly, with clear rules that facilitate, rather than sti-
fle, the ingenuity of our greatest companies.”

23. What do you believe are your responsibilities, if confirmed, to ensure that the
department/agency/commission/corporation has proper management and accounting
controls, and what experience do you have in managing a large organization?

Prudent stewardship of taxpayer resources is one of the most important respon-
sibilities of the executive branch. If confirmed, my responsibility will be to work
with the Chairman, other Commissioners, and FTC staff to ensure that agency re-
sources are used efficiently and effectively to fulfill the agency’s mission within the
bounds of the law.

I have experience managing large teams of attorneys in private practice, super-
vising teams of law clerks on the Senate Antitrust Subcommittee, and managing a
law firm. I also have six children.

24. What do you believe to be the top three challenges facing the department/
agency/commission/corporation, and why?

The top three challenges facing the FTC are: (1) the growing number and com-
plexity of threats to the American family and consumer, oversight of which has been
hampered by the misallocation of resources under the prior administration; (2) a
staff that has been demoralized by four years of mismanagement; and (3) a lack of
trust within the business community after four years of repeated leaks of confiden-
tial information, weaponized and unpredictable agency procedures, and politicized
enforcement actions.
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B. POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

1. Describe all financial arrangements, deferred compensation agreements, and
other continuing dealings with business associates, clients, or customers. Please in-
clude information related to retirement accounts, such as a 401(k) or pension plan.

Upon confirmation, I will resign from Kressin Meador Powers LLC and forfeit my
interest in any contingency cases. In exchange for forfeiting my interest in any con-
tingency cases, the firm will make a payment to my capital account, the amount
of which will be fixed before I enter government service. The firm also will pay into
my capital account partnership distributions to which I was entitled at the time of
my departure. This payment will be based solely on the firm’s earnings through the
date of my withdrawal, and the amount of the payment will be fixed before I enter
government service. The amounts in my capital account will be paid to me over a
period of six months. The firm also will be renamed to remove my name.

2. Do you have any commitments or agreements, formal or informal, to maintain
employment, affiliation, or practice with any business, association, or other organi-
zation during your appointment? If so, please explain. No.

3. Indicate any investments, obligations, liabilities, or other relationships which
could involve potential conflicts of interest in the position to which you have been
nominated. Explain how you will resolve each potential conflict of interest.

In connection with the nomination process, I have consulted with the U.S. Office
of Government Ethics and the Federal Trade Commission’s Designated Agency Eth-
ics Official to identify potential conflicts of interest. If confirmed, any potential con-
flicts of interest will be resolved in accordance with the terms of the ethics agree-
frpen{; that I have entered into with the Commission’s Designated Agency Ethics Of-
icial.

4. Describe any business relationship, dealing, or financial transaction which you
have had during the last ten years, whether for yourself, on behalf of a client, or
acting as an agent, that could in any way constitute or result in a possible conflict
of interest in the position to which you have been nominated. Explain how you will
resolve each potential conflict of interest.

In connection with the nomination process, I have consulted with the U.S. Office
of Government Ethics and the Federal Trade Commission’s Designated Agency Eth-
ics Official to identify potential conflicts of interest. If confirmed, any potential con-
flicts of interest will be resolved in accordance with the terms of the ethics agree-
;nenlt that I have entered into with the Commission’s Designated Agency Ethics Of-
icial.

5. Identify any other potential conflicts of interest and explain how you will re-
solve each potential conflict of interest.

I am not aware of any other potential conflicts of interest.

6. Describe any activity during the past ten years, including the names of clients
represented, in which you have been engaged for the purpose of directly or indi-
rectly influencing the passage, defeat, or modification of any legislation or affecting
the administration and execution of law or public policy.

During my time as a detailee to and employee of the Senate, my responsibilities
included working on the drafting, negotiating, and passage of legislation, as well as
oversight of the FTC and DOJ Antitrust Division.

In private practice, especially in my current role, I have frequently been retained
by persons harmed by violations of the antitrust laws. Those engagements typically
entail meeting with Federal and/or state antitrust enforcers to share concerns and
seek an investigation and/or enforcement action (i.e., “influence . . . the administra-
tion and execution of law”). Victims in antitrust cases are extremely vulnerable to
retaliation, and therefore my representation of those parties is highly confidential
in addition to being protected by the attorney-client privilege. The Rules of Profes-
sional Conduct for the District of Columbia Bar prevent me from disclosing the iden-
tity of those clients.

The National Grocers Association retained me to provide antitrust counseling and
legal advice on a number of matters. This included guidance on model legislation
to protect competition in the grocery sector.

C. LEGAL MATTERS

1. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics, professional mis-
conduct, or retaliation by, or been the subject of a complaint to, any court, adminis-
trative agency, the Office of Special Counsel, an Inspector General, professional as-
sociation, disciplinary committee, or other professional group? If yes:

a. Provide the name of the court, agency, association, committee, or group;
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b. Provide the date the citation, disciplinary action, complaint, or personnel action
was issued or initiated;

c. Describe the citation, disciplinary action, complaint, or personnel action;

d. Provide the results of the citation, disciplinary action, complaint, or personnel
action.

No.

2. Have you ever been investigated, arrested, charged, or held by any Federal,
State, or other law enforcement authority of any Federal, State, county, municipal,
or foreign government entity, other than for a minor traffic offense? If so, please ex-
plain. No.

3. Have you or any business or nonprofit of which you are or were an officer ever
been involved as a party in an administrative agency proceeding, criminal pro-
ceeding, or civil litigation? If so, please explain.

In 2007, a roommate and I were plaintiffs in a lawsuit against our former land-
lord, in which we alleged that he had comingled funds in violation of Chicago city
ordinances. The matter settled shortly after the suit was filed. The case number was
2007-MI-179986, in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Municipal Department, First
District.

4. Have you ever been convicted (including pleas of guilty or nolo contendere) of
any criminal violation other than a minor traffic offense? If so, please explain. No.

5. Have you ever been accused, formally or informally, of sexual assault, sexual
harassment, or discrimination on the basis of sex, race, religion, or any other basis?
If so, please explain.

In 2018, while at Paul, Weiss, I was the senior associate overseeing a second re-
quest response for a client. My duties included managing a significant number of
junior associates. One junior associate, a male, consistently turned in work that was
late and of poor quality. After a short period, I removed him from the matter, over
his strenuous objections. In retaliation, he made baseless allegations in a written
“upward review” that I had engaged in favoritism toward male associates while
managing the matter. I was shocked to see this, as nearly all of the associates to
whom I entrusted the most important tasks and from whom I received the best
work product were women. After reading the allegations, I shared them with two
of the female associates I oversaw, and they both confirmed that there was abso-
lutely no merit to the claims. The concern was never raised to me by anyone else
at the firm, and the male associate parted ways with the firm shortly after his next
performance review.

6. Please advise the Committee of any additional information, favorable or unfa-
vorable, which you feel should be disclosed in connection with your nomination.
None.

D. RELATIONSHIP WITH COMMITTEE

1. Will you ensure that your department/agency/commission/corporation complies
with deadlines for information set by congressional committees, and that your de-
partment/agency/commission/corporation endeavors to timely comply with requests
for information from individual Members of Congress, including requests from mem-
bers in the minority?

If confirmed, I will work diligently with my fellow commissioners to ensure com-
pliance with deadlines and requests for information.

2. Will you ensure that your department/agency/commission/corporation does
whatever it can to protect congressional witnesses and whistleblowers from reprisal
for their testimony and disclosures? Yes.

3. Will you cooperate in providing the Committee with requested witnesses, in-
cluding technical experts and career employees, with firsthand knowledge of matters
of interest to the Committee? Yes.

4. Are you willing to appear and testify before any duly constituted committee of
the Congress on such occasions as you may be reasonably requested to do so? Yes.



30

ATTACHMENT A

Mark R. Meador
I

EXPERIENCE
Kressin Meador Powers LLC Washington, DC
=  Partner July 2023—Present
United States Senate Washington, DC
= Deputy Chief Counsel for Antitrust and Competition Policy to Jan. 2022—June 2023
Senator Mike Lee
= Counsel Detailee, Senate Judiciary Committee, July 2020—Dec. 2021

Subcommittee on Antitrust, Competition Policy & Consumer Rights

United States Department of Justice Washington, DC

= Trial Attorney, Antitrust Division, Aug. 2019—Dec. 2021
Transportation, Energy & Agriculture Section

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP ‘Washington, DC

=  Associate Aug. 2016—TJuly 2019

United States Senate Washington, DC

= Counsel Detailee, Senate Judiciary Committee, Aug. 2015—July 2016

Subcommittee on Antitrust, Competition Policy & Consumer Rights

Federal Trade Commission Washington, DC
= Attorney, Bureau of Competition, Health Care Division Oct. 2011—July 2016

Attorney General of Texas Austin, TX
= Law Clerk, Antitrust Section June 2010—Nov. 2010

EDUCATION

University of Houston Law Center Houston, TX
= Dean’s Scholar J.D., May 2011

= Editor-in-Chief, Houston Business and Tax Law Journal
= Vice President, Federalist Society
= Founder & President, Advocates for Life

University of Chicago Chicago, IL
= General Honors in The College A B., Philosophy, June 2007
= Secretary, The Edmund Burke Society

AFFILIATIONS
= Bar Licenses: District of Columbia, 2017 (#1046270): Texas (Inactive), 2011 (#24078988)
Visiting Fellow, The Heritage Foundation Technology Policy Center
Member, Federalist Socicty Corporations, Securitics & Antitrust Practice Group Executive Committee
Member, American Compass
Vice Chair, American Bar Association Antitrust Law Section, U.S. Comments & Policy Committee
ISI Honors Fellow
ADF Blackstone Legal Fellow
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association
Eagle Scout, Boy Scouts of America
Trail Life Troop 1188

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you to you both. Your backgrounds are re-
markable. Mr. Kratsios, let’s start with you. Mr. Kratsios, during
the first Trump Administration, you served as the U.S. Chief Tech-
nology Officer and as the third highest ranking official at the U.S.
Department of Defense.

Mr. Meador, you bring extraordinary experience not only from
your time at the FTC, but also from your tenure at the Department
of Justice in the Antitrust Division, and your work in the Senate
as a recidivist, twice going to work for Mike Lee.
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Mr. Kratsios, please tell the Committee why do you want to be
the Director of the Office of Science Technology Policy?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I deeply believe that it is critically important for
our Nation to lead the world in emerging technologies. These are
technologies like AI, like quantum, like advanced telecommuni-
cations that will power our economy—ensure a long term national
security.

And if there is one agency within the Government that can help
in this mission is OSTP. It is an organization that was established
to coordinate all the disparate science and technology equities
across the Government. I am familiar with how the agency oper-
ates, and I believe that I can do a very great job in driving these
initiatives across Government.

The CHAIRMAN. Now, as Chief Technology Officer during the first
Trump Administration, you played a key role in freeing up a sig-
nificant amount of Federal spectrum for 5G through the AMBIT
process. Do you expect that this Administration will again push for
freeing up spectrum for commercial use?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I think it is critically important to always be look-
ing at ways that we can better utilize the spectrum that is cur-
rently being occupied by various Government agencies. And the
process that we are able to show in the AMBIT process is that if
you bring the right technologies to bear on these problems, we can
find a way that can benefit both the national security interest of
the United States and the commercial interest.

So I think it is very possible to be done, and I think we just have
to bring to bear the great science and technologies at OSTP to help
solve the critical technical problems or technical challenges associ-
ated with freeing up some of the spectrum.

The CHAIRMAN. And given your experience as a senior leader at
the Defense Department, would you agree that it is technologically
possible to free up spectrum without compromising national secu-
rity?

Mr. Kratsios. I think it is proven that it can be done. It has
been done before. And I think if we get the right minds together
in a room, I think these are the types of problems that we can solve
collectively.

The CHAIRMAN. Terrific. Mr. Meador, during the nomination
hearing for Commissioners Ferguson and Holyoak, I noted the
challenges posed by evolving markets and emerging technologies. I
have long thought the actions of big tech and our reliance on such
companies may raise both consumer protection and antitrust con-
cerns.

I was very pleased to see Chairman Ferguson issue a request for
information last week seeking public comment regarding tech-
nology platforms’ censorship. He highlighted that current actions
by tech platforms may violate their own terms of service, in viola-
tion of Section 5 of the FTC Act.

Mr. Meador, how should the FTC address the challenges posed
by emerging technologies and big tech?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I believe the FTC has
taken the first step, which is to collect all of the facts. Before we
can make any enforcement decision, we need to know the market-
place reality.
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And so, reaching out to consumers to hear about their experi-
ences is the very first thing we need to do. After that, it is a matter
of looking at the facts under the law to see whether there has been,
in the case of a consumer protection matter, some act of unfair
practice or a deception of consumers.

And so I am confident that with this first step of collecting infor-
mation, the FTC is off to the right start. And if I am fortunate
enough to be confirmed, I look forward to working with Chairman
Flerglllson and the other Commissioners to look at this issue very
closely.

The CHAIRMAN. Would you agree that the FTC has ample tools
to address the challenge of big tech censorship? And I have long
said that I think big tech censorship poses the single greatest
threat to free speech and free and fair elections in this country. Do
you agree with that assessment?

Mr. MEADOR. I do, Chairman. I believe that the FTC has a lot
of tools at its disposal currently, and the first thing that it can do
is to undertake an examination of the market through that lens,
to see what tools we have available to address the harms that we
identify in the marketplace.

Should we encounter some harm that can’t be solved with the
tools that FTC has today, I would be happy to work with your of-
fice and other members of the Committee to discuss what the path
forward might be for additional tools to solve that problem.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Kratsios, at OSTP you played a pivotal role
in advancing the United States’s Al strategy, and you helped estab-
lish many of the tenets put in place under the 2020 National Artifi-
cial Intelligence Initiative Act. But some of those tenets were
abused by the Biden Administration.

The first Trump Administration’s Al initiative emphasized
NIST’s role in developing basic measurement standards for Al.
Under President Biden, misused authorities granted by the AI Ini-
tiative Act to develop standards for evaluating supposed Al “risks,”
and I put that in quote, such as bias and misinformation, testing
standards became a Trojan horse for progressive social policies.

In January 2025, President Trump issued a new Al Executive
Order in which he directed OSTP to develop an Al action plan. The
President knows the United States must avoid the European model
of premature regulations, something Vice President J.D. Vance also
emphasized in his speech at the Paris Al Summit the other week.

How did the previous Administration deviate from the Al strat-
egy that you put in place, and how do you anticipate that the
Trump Administration will build on your past work to ensure
American leadership and dominance in AI?

Mr. KRATSIOS. I look forward to, if confirmed, working on the Al
action plan with other members of the White House and inter-
agency.

The most important thing when you—to me, when you think
about applying an Al strategy across the agencies, is to think very
carefully and critically about what the individual missions of the
various agencies are and align the policy actions associated with
the strategy to the mission.

With regards to NIST, for example, NIST has a long bipartisan
history of being an agency that does measurement science, and the
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work associated with any AI initiative should be in the light of
that—it should be focused on measurement science.

So to me, I look forward to working with a wide variety of agen-
cies that would be involved in driving this AI action plan, but most
critically and I think through the lens that I would be looking
through all this through is understanding what the strengths are
of individual agencies and making sure that how they contribute
to the larger strategy aligns with that, rather than deviating from
it.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Blunt Rochester.

STATEMENT OF HON. LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER,
U.S. SENATOR FROM DELAWARE

Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER. Thank you, Chair Cruz and Ranking
Member Cantwell. And thank you both to Mr. Meador and Mr.
Kratsios for being here. I would like to start with a few questions
for Mr. Meador.

I appreciated our meeting yesterday, and we discussed protecting
consumers is at the heart of the Federal Trade Commission’s work.
I shared with you in our meeting that I have received an over-
whelming outreach from my constituents from calls and e-mails.

We had a town hall yesterday with over a thousand folks, and
many of them are concerned and some are just afraid that Elon
Musk and DOGE are accessing their personal data, from their So-
cial Security numbers to tax records. Not only are they concerned
about people accessing this but what they will use it for.

As a consumer protection enforcer, what responsibility do you
think the FTC has to monitor DOGE with regards to sensitive and
private consumer data?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Senator. I enjoyed our conversation as
well. It is good to be with you again. So as I mentioned at the time,
there are laws the FTC enforces, and there are also laws to which
the FTC is subject. And in the latter category is included confiden-
tiality protection.

So, when I was staff attorney practicing antitrust law, we would
collect information from third parties as part of the investigation,
and we were required to keep that confidential. And that is very
important, so that businesses can trust that when they come to the
FTC and share information as a witness to help our investigations,
that it won’t be leaked. Those cover the other side of the FTC as
well and consumer protection matters.

And so, the agency has an obligation to keep all of the confiden-
tial information that it collects private and within the agency. I
can’t speak to what the internal plans or practices are for DOGE,
but I can commit that if confirmed to this position, I would ensure
the FTC is following the laws that it enforces as well as the laws
that restrict it.

Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER. Thank you. Yesterday, we also dis-
cussed our shared concern over pharmacy benefit managers or
PBMs. As we discussed, PBMs contribute to inflated drug costs for
Americans and play an outside role in the drug supply chain at the
expense of consumers.

In the House, I was able to co-lead a bipartisan effort to rein in
PBMs and want to continue to do that in the Senate. Will you com-
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mit to supporting continued work at the FTC to investigate PBMs
and take necessary enforcement actions?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you. I was fortunate to begin my career at
FTC in the health care division. And so, this is an area of the econ-
omy that I care deeply about and is really one of those kitchen
table issues that people pay close attention to.

And if confirmed, yes, I am committed to ensuring we have com-
petitive markets in the health care space and using all of the agen-
cy’s tools in furtherance of that mission.

Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER. Thank you. Mr. Kratsios, in your
2019 confirmation hearing, you said “workforce development must
be at the heart of everything we do at the Office of Science Tech-
nology Policy.” Do you still believe this?

Mr. Kratsios. I do, yes.

Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER. So I am laser focused on preparing
the workforce for jobs of today and the future. I was Secretary of
Labor in Delaware. I started a bipartisan future work caucus in the
House. And especially when we look at things like biotech and Al
and quantum, as Director of OSTP, would you prioritize strategies
to increase our emerging tech workforce? And if so, how?

Mr. KrATSIOS. Absolutely. Whenever I think about how you
structure a national strategy around emerging tech, it typically
falls on four pillars. One is R&D. One is on regulations. One is on
international.

And the fourth pillar is always workforce. And within the Fed-
eral Government, there is lots of levers that you can use to drive
those efforts. It can be through grants and fellowships to research-
ers.

And it can also be through lots of other programs to allow for
training and reskilling. So I am a big advocate and would be de-
lighted to work with you on those issues.

Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER. Great. Much of the work is outside
of Government, but I am concerned about the mass firings of sci-
entists and engineers at NIH and NIST. Do they—does that con-
cern you? And do you think that the hollowing out of the Federal
Government for this technical talent risks losing ground to eco-
nomic competitors like China?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I think it is very important when you enter into
a new Administration to have the opportunity to assess the team
that you have on the field and determine what is the best way to
be able to drive the priorities of the American people and the Presi-
dent. And I think it is very natural and common sense and logical
to do that evaluation.

And what I have observed from the outside is that these consid-
erations of employment are ones that do not—are not specifically
targeted to science and technology but are broad across all the
agencies. So I think it is an important and necessary step to take
when you start a new Administration.

Senator BLUNT ROCHESTER. My time has expired, but I will sub-
mit some questions for the record, Mr. Chair. And one of which is
I wanted to know if you believe there is bias in Al or has been bias
in Al. Thank you, and I yield back.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Fischer.
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STATEMENT OF HON. DEB FISCHER,
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEBRASKA

Senator FISCHER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you to
both of our nominees here today. I enjoyed meeting with both of
you before this hearing, so thank you for coming into my office and
having a good discussion. Mr. Kratsios, I welcome your enthusiasm
for advancing American leadership on emerging technologies.

As you know, OSTP is responsible for coordinating science and
tech policy among Federal agencies. When you were the United
States Chief Technology Officer, one of your focuses was advancing
DOD’s unique testing authorities to drive innovation.

And at the time, you stated that the Department of Defense is
at the forefront of cutting edge 5G testing and experimentation. Do
you still believe that?

Mr. KraTsios. I do, yes.

Senator FISCHER. And when it comes to 5G and other spectrum
matters, do you believe that DOD testing should be faithfully inte-
grated into a national spectrum policy?

Mr. KrRATSIOS. Yes, DOD is a critical component of the spectrum
strategy.

Senator FISCHER. If you are confirmed to be Director of OSTP,
your role will still be influential on national spectrum policy, even
though it may be smaller compared to other agencies. Previously,
I understood you were involved with America’s Mid-Band Initiative
Team, known as AMBIT, and you brought that up a couple times
yesterday in our discussion.

And so, I looked into it a little bit more to familiarize myself with
it. And that was an auction off mid-band spectrum held by DOD,
and it was to make those licenses available to wireless companies.
Is that correct?

Mr. KrATSIOS. Yes.

Senator FiSCHER. Did AMBIT auction, did that cause more con-
gestion for defense systems operating in that lower 3 band?

Mr. KRATSIOS. In my opinion, I think AMBIT provided an oppor-
tunity for a technical analysis of that spectrum range and find a
way to be able to still complete the security mission by moving
some of the workloads that were in the auction band to lower
bands.

Senator FISCHER. So they had to compress that band even more
then, in order to accommodate that into the lower 3? Is that cor-
rect?

Mr. KRrRATSIOS. Yes. So some of the activities that were in the
band that ultimately were auctioned were moved down to lower
bands.

Senator FISCHER. Are you familiar—oh, first of all, I understand
that AMBIT struggled on the back end with major relocation costs
from the defense systems that were de-placed in that process of
compressing them. Is that correct?

Mr. KrATsIOS. I don’t—1I haven’t tracked the details of that since
I left office, but there is always transition costs associated with
freeing up bands typically.

Senator FISCHER. Are you familiar with any of the costs? Are
those readily available to be—so we can access those? Do you know



36

how?that cut into the net revenue that was expected from the auc-
tion?

Mr. KRATSIOS. I am not familiar with those details but I can try
to see what is publicly available.

Senator FISCHER. That would be great. Mr. Meador, over the
years, the Federal Trade Commission has faced off in court against
the deepening pockets of major corporations, especially when it
comes to big tech. If confirmed, how would you prioritize litigation
and ?effectively use agency resources in upholding the FTC’s mis-
sion?

Mr. MEADOR. That is a very important topic. I will say the FTC
staff have gotten very good at doing a lot with often much less.

If confirmed, my first step will be to consult with the Chairman,
the Commissioners, and of course, the staff to understand what
challenges they are facing—what do we have on our docket and
what resources do we have available.

And then, work collaboratively with all of them to determine
which cases are the highest priority to protect the largest number
of consumers from the greatest threats.

Senator FISCHER. It is my understanding that at times there can
be tension with that enforcement coordination with the Depart-
ment of Justice. Do you have any comments on that, or if that
would occur, what would you do?

Mr. MEADOR. Sure. Yes, this is something that has happened fre-
quently in the past. Some of it has unfortunately been very public.

I am confident that President Trump has selected leaders for this
Administration who can work very well together. I think is of para-
mount importance that both agencies be singing from the same
hymn sheet and be aligned on policy and enforcement decisions.
And there should really be no daylight between them when it
comes to how they are enforcing the antitrust laws.

I think anything is possible if you don’t care who gets the credit.
And so, when it comes to merger clearance, we should be focusing
on protecting consumers as fast as possible, not trying to get one
up on the other agency.

Senator FISCHER. Thank you both for putting yourselves forward
to serve in these very dangerous times that we live in. I really ap-
preciate it and thank you to your families as well. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Baldwin.

STATEMENT OF HON. TAMMY BALDWIN,
U.S. SENATOR FROM WISCONSIN

Senator BALDWIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The bipartisan
CHIPS and Science Act authorized one of the largest investments
in our Nation’s history into public research and development. These
investments will help ensure the United States remains a global
leader in innovation for critical and emerging technologies such as
artificial intelligence and quantum computing.

Unfortunately, it has been reported that the Trump Administra-
tion is considering reducing the National Science Foundation, their
annual budget, by up to 66 percent, and I believe this would be a
disastrous step backward in the international race to invest in and
develop these technologies.
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So Mr. Kratsios, do you support the bipartisan investments that
have been made under the CHIPS and Science Act?

Mr. KrRATSIOS. I generally have for many years supported the im-
portant role that federally funded, early stage, basic pre-competi-
tive research plays in the ecosystem. And——

Senator BALDWIN. so, is that a yes, as far as the CHIPS and
Science Act?

Mr. KRATSIOS. I think components of the CHIPS and Science Act
are extremely important for ensuring U.S. leadership in semi-
conductors and the broader Al ecosystem.

Senator BALDWIN. OK. Do you think it would be wise to reduce
the budget of the National Science Foundation and cut back on
these critical investments in research and development?

Mr. KRATSIOS. I can’t speak necessarily the top line of the Na-
tional Science Foundation budget

Senator BALDWIN. About 66 percent is what we have heard float-
ed.

Mr. KrRATSIO0S. So I will defer to the President and OMB as they
decide those top lines. But to me, I think what is important is in
some sense the absolute number, but more importantly, how the
dollars that actually are budgeted and ultimately appropriated are
spent in prioritizing them in areas of the national interest.

When I served as the USCTO in the last Administration even in
constrained budget environments, we spent a lot of time trying to
ensure that we were prioritizing investments in the areas that
were most critical for the future of American prosperity.

Senator BALDWIN. But you wouldn’t rule out a 66 percent cut in
NSF funding?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I would defer again to the process that the Presi-
dent and OMB are going to lead.

Senator BALDWIN. Thank you. We know that in order to remain
a global leader, we need our best and our brightest, regardless of
their gender, their race, their ethnicity, their sexual orientation, to
be on the front lines in these research careers.

That is why the bipartisan CHIPS and Science Act requires
OSTP to develop and publicize guidance to Federal laboratories
and universities on best practices to help identify any institutional
barriers that limit the recruitment, retention, and advancement of
women and underrepresented minorities in STEM research careers.

So, Mr. Kratsios, do you believe President Trump’s Executive
Order ending DEI programs contradicts this bipartisan law? And
do you commit to executing this OSTP directive in the law, even
if you are directed by President Trump not to?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I do not believe that the DEI Executive Order is
in conflict with the law. I have for many years and will continue
to advocate for all Americans to be able to pursue STEM degrees.
In my opinion, there are not enough Americans pursuing advanced
degrees in STEM, and it would be my priority, if I was to be con-
firmed, to try to get as many Americans as possible to go back into
STEM fields.

Senator BALDWIN. Thank you. Mr. Meador, I really appreciate
your taking the time last week to stop by to discuss some of the
critical issues that are before the Federal Trade Commission.
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In our meeting, we discussed our shared concerns around the
market consolidation in the health care industry. I appreciated
hearing from you about your perspectives on private equities’ ac-
quisition of hospitals, physician groups, and nursing homes.

Can you share with the Committee what role you believe the
Federal Trade Commission has in the interest of health care qual-
ity and costs?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you for raising that topic. The FTC plays a
critical role in its antitrust enforcement duties to ensure that our
markets remain competitive. That includes both preventing anti-
competitive conduct, but also policing mergers to ensure there is
not undue consolidation with any—within any individual market.

There, it is important to look at the competitive effects of a merg-
er, regardless of who is purchasing it, to ensure that in the after-
math we are going to have a competitive status quo. That competi-
tion will be maintained so that all health care providers feel that
need to continue to provide better quality services to patients.

Senator BALDWIN. Thank you. So I only have 20 seconds left. Mr.
Kratsios, you may answer this either here or for the record. You
come to this role with significant prior experience with artificial in-
telligence. With respect to healthcare, I want to know what role
you believe Al has in our healthcare systems, and what, if any,
guardrails you think should be in place?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I think one of the greatest and most impactful ap-
plications of artificial intelligence will be in the world of health
care, from drug discovery to the way that we operate our health
care institutions. So there is a tremendous opportunity, both at
places like HHS and in the private sector to make an impact.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Curtis.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN CURTIS,
U.S. SENATOR FROM UTAH

Senator CURTIS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Meador, in the
waning days of the Biden Administration, the FTC noticed two pro-
posed rulemakings regarding earnings claims. These rules unfairly
targeted the direct selling industry, which is a large industry in
Utah. It represents 38,000 jobs, $2.7 billion of statewide earnings.

But more important, an industry that I know from firsthand ob-
servation works diligently to obey all the laws, to stay within all
the parameters, and yet frequently finds themselves attacked by
bureaucrats. So my question for you is, can you commit to voting
against implementing the two proposed rules?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Senator. Well, I can’t commit to any
specific vote, should I be confirmed, but I can tell you that if I am
confirmed, I will work with staff to get up to speed on that issue
and approach it with an open mind.

Senator CURTIS. Good. And I appreciate and understand that, so
I am going to rephrase what you said with a little more emphasis
and see if you could say yes to this. Can you commit to giving full
and fair consideration to their concerns of the direct selling indus-
try, and what they have about these two proposed rulings?

Mr. MEADOR. Absolutely.

Senator CURTIS. Great. Thank you very much. I appreciate that.
And it is very important to these companies to get it right and to
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be able to also just to have that audience to be able to explain their
perspective. Thank you.

Mr. Kratsios—if I pronounce that wrong, you are probably used
to that. I am sorry. Thank you for coming by my office. The Direc-
tor of Office of Science and Technology Policy will have a seat on
the President Trump’s National Energy Dominance Council. We
talked about that.

What do you see as his role on this council, and how will you le-
verage that role to push forward new energy technologies?

Mr. KrRATSIOS. I think on that council, one of our primary mis-
sions, I guess first and foremost, is to provide important techno-
logical and scientific advice to the rest of the council members.

I think what OSTP can also advocate for are new and emerging
ways—new and emerging technologies that can be used in energy—
achieving energy dominance. Things like small modular reactors.
And it is something that I look forward to, if confirmed, building
out a team to help support.

Senator CURTIS. Excellent. And I would love you to come see in
person Utah’s innovation in this field, and I think they are doing
some amazing things. If you get a chance, come see us in Utah.

Mr. KraTsi0s. Thank you. I would love to.

Senator CURTIS. Yes. The second question, when we met we
talked about, your interest is this intersection between national se-
curity and technology. Unsurprisingly, our greatest rival is China.

What would be the national security implications of China lead-
ing in emerging technologies, and how would you advise the Presi-
dent on the best policy approach to ensure the U.S. leadership in
these technologies?

Mr. KRATSIOS. I think first and foremost we have to make a pri-
ority to drive U.S. leadership in these critical fields, which I think
the President has done.

The next step is actually being able to execute and bring to bear
the totality of the American innovation ecosystem, which is the
Federal Government, the private sector, and academia working to-
gether to develop and—these new technologies, both sort of from
discovery all the way to fielding them.

I think one area that is also very important is taking tech-
nologies that have proven very successful and sort of represent
American dominance in the field—take, for example, large lan-
guage models—and actually making the step to apply those to the
critical national security missions that we have at the DOD and in
the IC.

It would be a shame if we are able to lead in these technologies,
but we are not actually fielding them in support of the warfighter.
So I think there is a lot of work to be done both in maintaining
our leadership and things like AI, but also fielding those tech-
nologies in Government itself as well.

Senator CURTIS. I appreciate that. Appreciate both of your an-
swers. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Lujan.
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STATEMENT OF HON. BEN RAY LUJAN,
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW MEXICO

Senator LUJAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you both
for being here today. Mr. Meador, when we met in my office, we
discussed the importance of an independent FTC. Unfortunately,
the current Administration is undermining that independence by
refusing to defend the Supreme Court’s 90-year-old decision in
Humphrey’s Executor.

In that decision, the Supreme Court held that FTC Commis-
sioners and members of other bipartisan, independent agencies can
only be fired for a cause. My office sent over the text of Hum-
phrey’s Executor letter to Congress from the Acting Solicitor Gen-
eral, stating that the Administration will no longer defend the Con-
stitutionality of certain for cause removal protections, and a state-
ment from Chair Ferguson that he agrees with the Acting Solicitor
General’s position. Did you receive that information?

Mr. MEADOR, Thank you, sir. I received it late last night, yes.

Senator LUJAN. Did you have a chance to review them?

Mr. MEADOR. In brief, I did.

Senator LUJAN. Appreciate that. Do you agree with the Solicitor
General’s position?

Mr. MEADOR. So, Senator, thank you for bringing up this impor-
tant topic. I can’t weigh in too much on the substance, given that
it is the subject of ongoing litigation involving the FTC, but I think
I can share some additional thoughts. I agree with some of the
scholarship of Justice Elena Kagan on this.

She has written about Presidential Administration and made the
observation that direct Presidential control of Federal agencies in-
creases democratic accountability. I believe on November 5, the
American people give a very clear signal that they want greater ac-
countability in how the Federal Government is administered, and
that is what led to the election of President Trump.

And I can commit that, if confirmed to this position, that I will
work to serve the American people and will do so by advancing the
agenda of the President that they elect.

Senator LUJAN. Mr. Meador, can you repeat again why you can’t
answer that question?

Mr. MEADOR. The underlying legal question, Senator, is subject
to ongoing litigation in which the FTC is involved. And so, it
wouldn’t be appropriate for me to weigh in on that.

Senator LUJAN. Appreciate that. So is it appropriate for Mr. Fer-
guson to weigh in?

Mr. MEADOR. I would defer to Chairman Ferguson on that.

Senator LUJAN. But you believe that you should not because it
is currently before the courts?

Mr. MEADOR, I believe—

Senator LUJAN. And you stand strong behind that?

Mr. MEADOR. It is inappropriate for me as a nominee to weigh
in on pending litigation

Senator LUJAN. If you were an FTC Commissioner, would it be
appropriate for you to weigh in?

Mr. MEADOR. I would have to consult with the Office of General
Counsel. I expect they would likely reach a similar conclusion, but
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I haven’t asked them that question from the standpoint of a con-
firmed Commissioner.

Senator LUJAN. Mr. Chairman, you are a legal scholar. I am not.
I am a lay person. I think that that answers the question resound-
ingly, and I very much appreciate that clarification. Mr. Meador,
if you are confirmed and the Supreme Court overturns Humphrey’s
Executor, how are you going to maintain your independence?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I view this question as having the same
answer, regardless of how the legal proceedings play out. My un-
derstanding is that the President has nominated me to serve the
American people. And regardless of how the court decides these
matters, I will show up each day to serve the American people by
working to enforce the law fully and fairly.

Senator LUJAN. Do you believe the FTC should be independent?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I will defer to the courts, and Congress,
and the President on the resolution of that matter. I view my job
as a narrowly focused one on enforcing the law to the best of my
ability.

Senator LUJAN. And it speaks for itself. The previous Adminis-
tration, the FTC with their work, with their mission with PBM—
I think that there was a question asked by Lisa Blunt Rochester
in this space. Will you commit to continuing the important work of
holding PBMs accountable with their practices?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you. Yes, as I mentioned for Senator Blunt
Rochester, this is a very important topic, and I am glad to see the
interest in it among the Committee members. If confirmed, I can
absolutely commit to ensuring we are enforcing the competition
laws across the entire health care space.

Senator LUJAN. Last Congress, I pressed Merck CEO to ensure
that they wouldn’t play patent games when the primary patent for
their cancer drug, KEYTRUDA, comes up.

He agreed that they wouldn’t for the intravenous version of the
drug, but soon after it came out the subcutaneous version of the
drug, which you may be aware is between the skin and the mus-
cle—so it tries to get below all the skin, but right above the muscle.
A blatant example of the games companies play called “product
hopping”.

What will you do at the FTC to address these uncompetitive
practices?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you. This was a topic I had the—well, I
wouldn’t say the fortune since we don’t like to see anti-competitive
conduct, but I had the experience of working on these matters as
an attorney in the health care division.

And if confirmed, I will be working with that staff and the other
Commissioners very closely to ensure that we are enforcing the law
to its fullest extent.

Senator LUJAN. Mr. Kratsios, yes or no, do you believe the na-
tional labs are critical to our Nation’s scientific research and tech-
nological advancement, including supporting our Nation’s energy
future and ensuring our national security?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I do. I have for many years has been a fierce advo-
cate of our DOE lab system.

Senator LUJAN. Do you see a role for the national labs in using
Al for national security risk assessment?
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Mr. KrATsIOS. I think the DOE already does that, and I think
they should continue to do that work.

Senator LUJAN. You previously testified on the importance of
quantum as a key industry of the future. Do you support the reau-
thorization of the National Quantum Initiative Act to help advance
American leadership in quantum?

Mr. KraTsios. I was a big advocate of the initial passage of the
bill, and I would love to work with this committee again to see if
we can get it reauthorized.

Senator LUJAN. Appreciate that. Mr. Chairman, just a little side-
bar there. I remember asking a question about quantum com-
puting. It may have been in a SCIF.

And the individual that was presenting to us at the time said
that they should not answer the question on quantum because it
is classified. I then held up a copy of Fortune Magazine, which that
issue decided to cover quantum. So it is just refreshing to be able
to have that conversation in this committee. I appreciate it, Mr.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, and I agree that far too much is classified
that you can read in the newspaper. I will say also to my friend
from New Mexico who raised good questions, I do not have any of
the constraints the nominee has.

And so, I am happy to answer your question, which is that I
think Humphrey’s Executor was wrongly decided and should be
overruled. As I read Article II, all Executive power is vested in the
President of the United States.

And I would note this is a similar exchange that this committee
had with Secretary Howard Lutnick, where some members of the
Committee were surprised that Secretary Lutnick, appointed by
President Trump, was going to work to implement the President’s
agenda.

And I would suggest that is not a surprising thing. I would ex-
pect President Trump’s nominees to work to implement his agenda,
just as President Biden’s nominees worked to implement his agen-
da, as did President Obama’s and every President we have had.

And the beauty of our Constitutional structure is the President
is democratically accountable to the people. Senator Hickenlooper.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN HICKENLOOPER,
U.S. SENATOR FROM COLORADO

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Thank you, Mr. Chair. Gentlemen, I ap-
preciate your commitment to working in the public interest. Let me
start off with Mr. Kratsios. In your role as Director of OSTP, you
will be responsible for working with various advisory bodies, the
President’s Council on Advisors and Science and Technology,
PCAST, the National Science and Technology Council.

Obviously, I am—you know, in Maslow’s hierarchy of science, a
geologist is near the bottom, but I am a scientist, have published
peer reviewed research, and I think it is important that we make
sure that science remains impartial, objective, and nonpartisan.

So we need to make sure that our scientific enterprise is exam-
ined, and reexamined, and continues to be modified to be more suc-
cessful in those essential needs of our country. If you are con-
firmed, how do you commit to, or can you commit to ensuring
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OSTP works with scientific community’s voice? That the scientific
community is fairly represented, and their voice is truly uplifted?

Mr. KrATSIOS. Yes, [—thank you for bringing that up. I think to
me, one of the most important goals that I even mentioned in my
opening statement was to ensure that the team that we build at
OSTP is representative of a wide variety of scientists and tech-
nologists that support the important policy priorities of the Presi-
dent.

So in any Administration, OSTP starts with very few people on
the team, and the next year is spent finding the best scientists and
technologists from across the interagency to bring into the White
House to work with the agency. So I commit to doing that.

And I think it is critically important that any policy processes
around the White House is informed by high quality, sound science.
And that is something I look forward to bringing to bear on, on
what we do at the White House.

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Great. Well, that is something we will
support you on as it gets complicated, and as I am sure it will. Mr.
Meador, a national privacy law would require a great amount of
oversight to be able to hold businesses accountable. Sometimes
these are very large businesses with immense capability.

State Attorneys General experience investigative teams that
cover a range of consumer protection laws. Do you believe it is ap-
propriate for State AGs to help the FTC enforce a Federal privacy
law, especially if that Federal law preempts State laws? So why or
why not?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Senator. I believe that is ultimately a
decision for Congress to make, at the time that it would pass a
Federal privacy law to put structures in their governing—coordina-
tion with State AGs.

I can say that on the antitrust side of FTC, there has been very
productive relationships between State AGs and the FTC. And so,
hopefully, you know, should Congress give the agency additional
powers in that area, we would see equally productive relationships
there.

Senator HICKENLOOPER. In terms of recognizing the immense
power of these very large companies and what we have seen with
social platforms and in many cases the lack of any ability of Gov-
ernment to curtail some of the things we recognize are—I mean,
some of the deepfake pornography, that is one example that comes
up. How do you think we should be looking at Al on that same—
within that same context of being able to get the market to have
some balance?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes. That is an incredibly important topic that I
think is only going to increase in prominence in the coming years.
I think the first step is to view it through the lens of our existing
enforcement authorities. So the FTC has the ability to police unfair
and deceptive practices.

And we know that Al is already being used to turbocharge many
of those acts. And so, it would be incumbent upon the FTC to keep
a close eye on that activity, to make sure we are not letting any-
thing slip through the cracks.
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And should we become aware of something that we are not able
to address with existing authorities, to consult with you and other
members of the Committee to make sure that that is resolved.

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Right. And then the last thing we talked
a little bit in our office about the importance of markets being bal-
anced, how sometimes it is Government, sometimes it is private in-
dustry, but everybody is trying to distort markets when it is to
their advantage.

Last week, FTC Chair Ferguson announced the agency will
maintain the 2023 joint merger guidelines with the DOJ, with De-
partment of Justice. And these guidelines—the guidelines outline
the criteria for the FTC to consider as it looks at mergers and ac-
quisitions.

You know, a lot of these decisions have direct effect on the mar-
kets themselves. How can the FTC ensure we maintain fair com-
petition in markets as we keep a forward looking vision?

Mr. MEADOR. That is a great question. I really enjoyed our con-
versation. I thought you made several excellent points about the
need to balance the prevention of anti-competitive conduct with not
going too far to burdening markets with too much intervention.

And I think that has to remain at the forefront of every enforce-
ment decision that the FTC takes, looking to ensure that they are
actually improving the lives of consumers when they do act, but not
going so far as to micromanage the economy in any area.

Senator HICKENLOOPER. I appreciate that. I yield back to the
Chair. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Young.

STATEMENT OF HON. TODD YOUNG,
U.S. SENATOR FROM INDIANA

Senator YOUNG. Thank you, Chairman. Congratulations to our
nominees. And I am very excited about your service and doing
some good together. Mr. Kratsios, thanks for taking some time to
visit with me a number of days ago.

And in that meeting, we discussed the critical importance of
emerging technologies to our national security and our economic
competitiveness. We discussed the CHIPS and Science Act. You
know that is important to me as the Republican co-lead of that ef-
fort. I am still focused, as I indicated to you in that meeting, on
achieving through the CHIPS program office for the reshoring and
on shoring of our semiconductor manufacturing base.

And you offered me reassurances about those efforts, should you
be confirmed. I just want to ask you to commit on the record to
honoring existing CHIPS agreements to ensure stability for this
growing industry as we work to further implement this program?

Mr. KrATs10S. The specific agreements, I will have to defer to
Secretary Lutnick in Commerce. But what I will certainly commit
to, if confirmed, is working very closely with the Secretary and
with a larger interagency on sort of the two pronged goal of being
able to reshore the critical fabrication of high-end semiconductors
to the United States. And part two, creating the R&D ecosystem
necessary to continue to be the world leader in the design of these
chips.
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Senator YOUNG. Great. And I trust that Secretary Lutnick will
be following Congressional directives and intent and look forward
to working with him on those efforts. You played a role, Mr.
Kratsios, a key role in Al policy in the first Trump Administration.

I would expect in this different capacity, you will continue to play
an important role. You played a very important role in the Feb-
ruary 2019 Executive Order on maintaining American leadership
in Al If confirmed, do you plan to build on this work? And if so,
in what way?

Mr. KRATSIOS. Absolutely. I think that was the first Executive
Order ever signed by a President on artificial intelligence. That
was signed by President Trump in February 2019.

I think the core crux of that Executive Order is the necessity for
a whole of Government approach to achieving sustained American
legdership in Al. We have to lead the world in artificial intelligence
R&D.

We have to lead the world in creating a regulatory environment
that allows our artificial intelligence companies to grow and suc-
ceed in the U.S.. We have to create an environment where our
workforce can actually thrive and take advantage of new tech-
nology.

And the last pillar is around international engagement of how we
can work with like-minded partners to ensure that U.S. Al becomes
a default AI of the world versus some of our adversaries.

Senator YOUNG. Thank you for that comprehensive answer. You
know, there is a welcomed and I think important emphasis by cer-
tain incoming members of the Administration on making sure that
we don’t unduly throttle innovation as it relates to Al and that we
encourage deployment. Can we better leverage public-private part-
nerships in emerging technologies more broadly to ensure that the
U.S. remains a leader in innovation?

Mr. KrRATSIOS. We can, Senator, yes. I think both in the world
of Al and in quantum, we have seen examples where Al centers,
both from NSF and DOE, have shown the opportunity where the
private sector can come in and work with academia and Govern-
ment together to do the important basic R&D, and then ultimately
be able to translate that into use cases for the commercial sector.
So I think we need to continue to look at those opportunities and
do more of that.

Senator YOUNG. I will move on to biotechnology briefly. Mr.
Kratsios, I have chaired for the last roughly 18 months a National
Security Commission on Emerging Biotech. We will produce our
final report for Members of Congress in the next couple of months.

And I have come to learn how important this technology will be
to our national security and our economic vigor for the next genera-
tion and beyond. If confirmed, how will you ensure the U.S. is pre-
pared to take advantage of this key platform technology?

Mr. KrATSIOS. Yes, similar to other emerging technologies, the
way that you can achieve U.S. leadership is through a whole of
Government approach that is able to leverage the strengths of indi-
vidual agencies and how they can plug in to the larger strategy.

I think just like we have seen with Al and quantum, you need
coordination between agencies like DOE, the National Science
Foundation, and Commerce, and even agencies like DOD that ulti-
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mately use this technology. And I think the same will go with
biotech.

Senator YOUNG. More specifically, what role will our ability to
produce, gather, and put in readable format biological data play in
our staying ahead of the competition?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I think it is very critical. If we look at some of the
largest players in in China, I think their sole mission is to hoover
up as much of that as possible. And I think the U.S. has been in
a position to prioritize and think about the value of this genetic
data.

Senator YOUNG. One final thing from Mr. Meador. Noncompete
reform has been a priority of mine. I think that non-competition
agreements are overbroad, they are over utilized, and there are
better instruments existing under labor law to deal with the stated
concerns of employers.

This is an impediment to upward mobility and so forth. I think
Ms. Khan acted illegally. The courts vindicated my view as it re-
lates to this policy issue, but I think on the substance, direc-
tionally, they were headed in the right direction.

Do you have any plans as it relates to noncompete reform? And
can you assure me that you will work with this committee if you
start to rulemaking in—as it pertains to this issue?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator. Thank you. I share your concerns
with regard to non-competes. I agree they have been overused and
abused. And I won’t comment on the legal status of the rulemaking
since I know that is subject to litigation, but I can say there is a
lot more the FTC can do, including through competition enforce-
ment actions. I think that would be a good next step for the agency
to take, is to investigate how we can use our traditional enforce-
ment powers to address those harms.

Senator YOUNG. Fantastic. I look forward to working with you on
that, should you be confirmed. Can we work together?

Mr. MEADOR. Absolutely.

Senator YOUNG. Thank you, sir. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Ranking Member Cantwell.

Senator CANTWELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you
again to both of the nominees, and your willingness to serve, and
your families. Kids have been camped out there in the ante room
having a good time, but they said that they can’t wait to hear you
answer more questions, so.

[Laughter.]

Senator CANTWELL. Mr. Meador, on 13(b)—you know, we have
had the FTC Commissioners before us. I almost think you could al-
most get to a resolution before we could get to a resolution. But you
agree the importance of having 13(b) for consumers?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator. I think it is incredibly important that
the Federal Trade Commission have the ability to return money to
consumers who have been harmed.

Senator CANTWELL. Right. So, do you have any thoughts about
how to come to an agreement on restoration of that authority?

Mr. MEADOR. I would defer to this committee and Congress as
a whole as to how best to navigate that. But if confirmed, I am
ready and willing to consult and assist with your office or any oth-
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ers to figure out how we can make that happen as quickly as pos-
sible.

Senator CANTWELL. But you see that refunds are part of that?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes. I believe when we have consumers who have
been harmed by unfair or deceptive practices, one of the best things
the FTC can do is get the money back to the consumers.

Senator CANTWELL. So, but refunds writ large are a good way of
preventing anti-competitive behavior?

Mr. MEADOR. They can certainly be a tool, I think. You know, ev-
erything is obviously fact specific. It depends on the case. But if
confirmed, I look forward to working with the staff to examine
what has been effective in the past and what we would want to do
in the future.

Senator CANTWELL. OK. Thank you. And then I know you got a
question from one of my colleagues on PBMs, but Senator Grassley
and I have reintroduced our PBM bill that is about outlawing
spread pricing and clawback actions by PBMs. Do you have
thoughts about that?

Mr. MEADOR. I will tell you; I enjoyed working with Senator
Grassley staff in the Judiciary Committee on many of these same
issues. And if confirmed, I would really appreciate consulting with
your office and others to talk about what the best Legislative solu-
tion could be in this industry.

Senator CANTWELL. But do you think that that is—you know, I
like this anti-manipulation authority. I have given anti-manipula-
tion authority to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. I
gave it to the Commodities Futures Trading Commission. They
both have established a very aggressive oversight of very anti-com-
petitive and manipulative practices.

In fact, both agencies have gotten billions of dollars in fines
against companies. The FTC not—hasn’t done so much here. But
Senator Grassley felt very specific about saying these types of prac-
tices are illegal. You don’t have any problem saying that?

Mr. MEADOR. I would want to see the final report for the 6(b)
study that is currently pending before the Commission. I think that
is the first step we have to take. I have been looking at PBM since
I was in law school, writing about them.

I am familiar with a lot of the concerns in the industry. I also
know things have changed a lot since then, so I think it is impor-
tant we understand what is happening in the marketplace today,
and then we will know what steps to take.

Senator CANTWELL. Yes, well, there could be good actors who ba-
sically do get you a discount. But if somebody goes to a large em-
ployer and says, I will get you a 35 percent discount, and then they
pocket 30 percent of it at the PBM and only give the company and
the workers 5 percent, that doesn’t seem like a fair way to do busi-
ness.

OK, I have to ask your seatmate there, Mr. Kratsios, about tech-
nology. I am sure people talked about testbeds while I was gone.
You believe that that is a vital role that we play at the Federal
level when, you know, aviation, or quantum or, you know, some-
body can’t do the scale at which an industry needs to get an an-
swer?
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Mr. KRATSIOS. Yes. Testbeds have served a very important pur-
pose for a wide variety of technologies. NIST, for example, has a
lot of experience in building testbeds as well.

Senator CANTWELL. And so, where do you fall—I love that Sen-
ator Lee was here, as well as Senator Hagerty, because they both—
well, one comes from a very benefited DOE state and the other one
is chairing now the Energy Committee, and these are initiatives of-
tentimes on the testbed side that are at DOE or at NSF.

What are your thoughts about the President’s NSF comments,
and how do you think these two agencies fill that role of doing that
testbed work?

Mr. KrRATSIOS. I think both NSF and DOE have proven with the
CHIPS Act implementation, and with work that was done even be-
fore that for both Al and quantum centers, there is great oppor-
tunity to leverage those two agencies with their rich history of
funding and creating and organizing user facilities to be places
where a lot of these very important testbeds can reside for their
communities.

Senator CANTWELL. So, you want to speak loudly about how ro-
bust that is. Is that correct? Is that—I want to make sure I get the
characterization. I don’t want to—you say this and then we will
find out, oh, yes, go ahead. Take a meat cleaver to NSF.

Mr. KRATSIOS. I think it is critically important that through an
interagency process, that OSTP is able to relay the importance of
the scientific and technological community to the larger discussion
and ultimately to the decision of the President. And I commit to
bring to bear the science and technology advice to those conversa-
tions.

Senator CANTWELL. OK, that sounded more like a politician than
a science guy, but OK. What about spectrum? Do you think that
we could use a little testbeding on the spectrum technology to help
us really move ahead of our competitors here and really get the so-
lution for the future?

Mr. KraTsI0S. I do. I think it is important to do kind of advanced
spectrum testing. When I served as Acting Undersecretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering, we did some work around 5G
testbeds at some of our military bases.

And why that was sort of an interesting opportunity was that
some of the regulations around approvals for these types of tests
were much easier when they were done on military facilities. So I
think across all emerging technologies, I think we have to be inno-
vative and thoughtful on how to be able to make sure that the U.S.
is continually leading on these technologies.

Senator CANTWELL. Thank you. I will have more questions for
the record on that. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.

STATEMENT OF HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN,
U.S. SENATOR FROM TENNESSEE

Senator BLACKBURN. Thank you, Senator Cantwell. And wel-
come. We are delighted that you all are here, and congratulations
on your nominations. Mr. Kratsios, I know that Senator Lujan
asked you about the Quantum Initiative and getting that back in
gear. I want you, for the record, just talk about what you can do
in this position as—if confirmed, to really advance quantum.
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In Tennessee, this is something that is important. Chattanooga
and the electric powered board there, they are working to commer-
cialize the first open, available—commercially available quantum
network. So, I would love to hear that from you.

Mr. KraTsios. Yes. So OSTP plays a special role in quantum,
and that is the home for the National Quantum Coordination Of-
fice. And it is essentially the focal point for the larger interagency
on how sort of quantum policy is run for the Federal Government.

I think for me, we have an incredible opportunity before us in
this Congress to reauthorize the National Quantum Initiative. I
think there is important work to be done on the way that sort of
a lot of the very great and vital basic research that is done on
quantum is ultimately translated into things that can actually ben-
efit the American people through use cases. The other thing that
I think we also need to always

Senator BLACKBURN. Testbeds for near-term applications?

Mr. KrATSIOS. Yes, testbeds are a great opportunity and a place
where that translation can happen. I think the closer that we can
get sort of commercial operators to the folks who are doing the
basic R&D and actually accelerating that lab to market, I think is
very important. And I think a lot of the centers that have been set
up both at NSF and at DOE can serve that opportunity.

Senator BLACKBURN. Let me ask you about standard settings.
This is something Senator Warner and I have talked a good bit
about. We are concerned about China’s aggression as—whether it
is the WRC or whether it is any number of other applications, and
we are trying to encourage U.S. leadership in that regard. And is
that on your radar? Are you watching that?

Mr. KrATSIOS. It is, yes. I think whenever I think of a com-
prehensive strategy for emerging technology, how the U.S. is able
to posture globally to be the ones who will be the standard setters
in the standard setting process is important.

In the 2019 Executive Order, the President called on NIST to
drive these types of standards setting initiatives on Al globally.
And I think the same important work can and should be done in
quantum.

Senator BLACKBURN. OK. And hypersonics? You know, in Ten-
nessee, we have got the only place where hypersonic testing can be
done. And we know Russia and China, North Korea is over—med-
dling with hypersonic technology. So is—tell me what you are look-
ing at there.

Mr. KrATSIOS. Yes. So hypersonics are a critical technology that
the DOD and the U.S. must lead on. In the first Trump Adminis-
tration, a very large—a policy decision was made to refocus a big
and significant portion of the research engineering budget toward
hypersonics efforts, and I think those continue. And I think it is
incumbent on sort of our larger defense tech ecosystem to continue
to drive on hypersonics.

Senator BLACKBURN. OK. And Mr. Meador, we look forward to
seeing you go to the FTC. The BOTS Act is something that was
passed in 2016, and the FTC has taken up only one case in the
BOTS Act. Enforcement on that is necessary. It is important to our
Tennessee entertainers, and indeed anybody with a live venue. So
have you looked at that issue?
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Mr. MEADOR. Somewhat yes, Senator. I think it is incredibly im-
portant. I have been active in the ticketing space and ensuring that
we have competitive markets that are free from interference by un-
fair and deceptive practices. And so, if confirmed, I look forward to
working with the Commission and staff to make sure we enforce
that law fully.

Senator BLACKBURN. OK. And children in the virtual space. We
have got some young attendees here today. And of course, pro-
tecting children in the virtual space is terribly important. The Kids
Online Safety Act, we have tried to get that passed very—we have
done well within the Senate.

We are working with our friends over in the House who just
couldn’t seem to get there to protect kids. So I would hope that you
will work with us as we try to get this legislation passed and on
the books.

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator. I care personally very much about
this topic, and I would be happy to be a resource and work with
your office.

Senator BLACKBURN. Absolutely. Well, congratulations. We ap-
preciate that you all are here. Senator Markey, you are recognized
for five minutes.

STATEMENT OF HON. EDWARD MARKEY,
U.S. SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS

Senator MARKEY. Thank you, Madam Chair, very much. In 1998,
I authored the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act, which is
still the only Federal privacy legislation to protect young people on-
line. Mr. Meador, in our meeting yesterday, you acknowledged that
you were not that familiar with COPPA. If confirmed, can you com-
mit to quickly getting up to speed on that law?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator, I look forward to it.

Senator MARKEY. And if confirmed, will you commit to strictly
enforcing the Federal Trade Commission’s COPPA rules?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator. I think it is important for the FTC
to strictly enforce all the authorities Congress has given it.

Senator MARKEY. Thank you. And while the original COPPA has
been a major success, it is past time we updated COPPA’s protec-
tions to account for new predatory practices online. According to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in 2023, 1 in 4
teenage girls seriously considered suicide, 1 in 8 teenage girls at-
tempted suicide, and 1 in 5 LGBTQ youth high school students at-
tempted suicide.

And that is why for over a decade, I have been fighting to mod-
ernize COPPA to protect teenagers from targeted ads that promote
content related to eating disorders, amongst other things. Mr.
Meador, do you agree that Congress should protect children and
teens’ online privacy?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I think protecting children is one of the
most important missions for both the FTC and Congress and would
love to work with your office on that.

Senator MARKEY. And I am glad to hear that because we do need
to address the pervasive tracking and targeting of young people,
and we do need COPPA 2.0 to become the law in the country.
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Now, I want to turn to the baseless claim that big tech has un-
fairly censored conservatives. Mr. Meador, when we met yesterday,
you said that you needed to learn more information about the issue
and would follow the facts.

But when Chairman Cruz asked earlier this morning whether
you agree that “big tech censorship poses the greatest threat to free
speech and free and fair elections in this country,” you said you
agreed.

So that answer is inconsistent with our conversation yesterday.
So let’s be completely clear. Do you believe the big tech has
censored conservative speech?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, thank you for that question. So I would
make a distinction between sharing the concern about the behavior
of big tech and how they conduct their online platforms, and
whether or not that conduct amounts to a specific violation of the
FTC Act.

And so, when we were speaking yesterday, that is how I view
that discussion, is how would I look at the question of whether any
specific action by an online platform violates one of the provisions
of the FTC Act. That is something that I don’t want to prejudge.
I would have to look at it at a fact, case by case basis, comparing
the facts to the law.

I am glad that the FTC has taken the first step to start collecting
that information so we can assess that important question, but I
do share the overarching concern about how content moderation
has been implemented by many online platforms.

Senator MARKEY. Well, again, that is not the answer, in my opin-
ion, that you gave to Senator Cruz today. Last week, the Federal
Trade Commission began collecting comments on whether the plat-
forms have censored users based on their speech, and this action
is clearly designed to intimidate the platforms to adopt speech poli-
cies that promote conservatives. Mr. Meador, is it the FTC’s re-
sponsibility to ensure that the platform’s content moderation rules
support conservative viewpoints?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I believe it is the FTC’s responsibility
solely to enforce the laws that Congress has given it.

Senator MARKEY. OK. Well, many people like myself strongly be-
lieve that the platforms did not improperly censor conservatives. In
fact, a peer reviewed study from last year found that while conserv-
atives were suspended more often on Twitter, they were also much
more likely to share misinformation. Madam Chair, I would like to
include that study in the record.

Senator BLACKBURN. Without objection.

[The information referred to follows:]
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being accused of political bias in their choices about who and what to
take action against. In the USA, for example, it has been claimed that

g 5
Thy i i ics. As , there
is clear evidence of a political asymmetry in misinformation sharing
among social media usersin the USA—and, crucially, we will use evalu-
ations by politically balanced groups of laypeople to show that this

conser enforce-
(forexample, when Donald
Trump said that TW|tter totally silences conservatives’ voices™, or

ics, social media

y mmurbe easily attrrhuted to parnsan bias onthe part of
h Such

platforms and the government colluded to censor conservatives®).
i many social media ies are also very concerned

ceptibility to but could instead arise from factors
suchas to misil ion (for example,
from political elites™®*). Whatever their source, these asymmetries

»,andsuch

aboutbeing

in iour mean that dif of those on one versus
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isle d i id f

the other side of th notonitsown
political bias on the part of social media companies.

P the2020
We begin to shed new empirical light on this issue by taking a specific
social media pollcy cholce that has drawn intense criticism as a case

Twitter

of 60 news domains (the 20 highest volume sites within each cate-
gory of mainstream, hyper-partisan and fake news, as determined
by fact-checkers and journalists; see Table 1 for a list of the domains
used and ref. 38 for details) from 8 professional fact-checkers®,
the average quality of domains shared by people who used Trump
hashtags was 2.52 s.d. lower than people who used Biden hashtags
(t test, :(s 943)=1.2x10% P< 0 0001; Fig. 1a). We find equivalent results
by :

Inc. (http://

study: Twitter’s 2020 Ut of283

election. in October 2020 100,000 Twitter adfontesmediarcom d=2.16,1(8,996) =1.0 x 10% P<0.0001), 3,216

users who shared hashtags related to the US ial election, d by Media Bias/Fact Check (http://mediabiasfactcheck.

and pled 4,500 of the hared atleastone  com;d=2.06, t(8,997) = 97.6, P < 0.0001) and 4,767 domains rated

#VoteBldenHamsZOZO hashtag and 4, 500 who shared at Ieast one by aggregating ratings from various fact-checkers and academics™
) hashtag. (d=2.16, 1(8,997) =1.0 x 10%, P< 0.0001) (Extended Data Fig. 1). For

time period to quantify their tendency to share low- qualiry news(as further details, see the Methods.

well relevant i :md then These results, however, rely onjournahsts and professional fact-

checked9 (after lecti information. Thus, itis pos-

users had been suspended by Twitter (for d seethe d: sible that are found to share more mlsmformatlon not

i0/a2t7d/). These dataallow usto

ing, but

k 1| policy bias  simply because the misinformation evaluators have a liberal bias. To
and anti-misinformation efforts. evaluate this possibility, we ask whether a similar pattern of resultsis
First, i iti i d observed when using ions that are designed to imize the
alient h i former Presi Donald chance ofpolltlcal bias: trustworthiness ratmgs generated by politi-
Trump. Our il i callyb d group: of ypeopl we use ratings from
Indeed, we find that accounts that had shared #Tr 20 during  apre: *inwhichn=970
h i i likelyto have b tive (quot: from the USA how much

pended than those that shared #VoteBidenHarris2020 (x*(1) = 486.9,
P<0.0001). Specifically, whereas only 4.5% of the users who shared
Biden hashtags had been suspended as of July 2021,19.6% of the users

p
they trusted each of the 60 news outlets in Table 1using a 5- pomt
Likert scale, as well as indi for the D

versus Republican party (6-] pomt leert scale, with no independent/

who shared Trump hashtags had beensuspended. neutral + ratings when using party
Crmcally,however, iati does not i and %). For let, we th
ffect of a user’s polif by itic balanced i i rust
tlal for pohtlcal orientation tobe confounded w1th the tendency to among people whoindicated they preferred the Democrats, and the
‘mation (or her among they
Indeed, previous work has found consistent evidence of apartisan  licans, and then averaging those two average ratings. Thus, we gave
yin sharing: link b: that, journal— peoplewho preferred
istsand fz heckers d d to be low-qt equal weight uctingour andasaresult

shared much more by conservatives than llberals on Facebook dur-
ing the 2016 election™ and the 2020 election®, and on Twitter durmg

ofhavmghberal
and Table1for

bias. h
bal d d

further
hd

the 2016 election and during Donald Trump's first
canservatives on Twitter were much more likely to follow elites that
X ted as 2 Y

Crr(ically, this unbrased measure produces similar results to those

with D

di cebook tobe
rated as misleading than Democratlc oriented images®; and survey
experimems that present participants with politically balanced sets
of| id present in many
ohservatlonal studies) typlcally find that conservatives indicate

ratings: when using

the ratings of a group of laypeople, the aver-

age quality of domains shared by people who used Trump hashtags

was 2.17 s.d. lower than people who used Biden hashtags (¢-test,

#(8,943) =1.0 x 102 P< 0.0001; Fig. 1b). Even when creating a purpose-

fully right-| ased quahtymeasure by only using’ the truslworlhlness
till i

higher sharing intentions for articles deemed to be false hy profes— ratings of westi pat-
sional fact-checkers than liberals®®. Furthermore, this is  teri i i Trump
notlimited to the USA. For example, a survey experiment conducted hashtags was 1.29 s.d. lower than people who used Biden hashtags

inl conserva-

tives sharing i laims about COVID-19 than

Ilberals’7 and an e'xammatron of Twmer data found that conservative
- "

(1(8943)=611, P< 0.0001; Extended Data Flg 1). To further contex-
tualize the f this dif i i
balanced layperson quality ratings to classify each of the 60 rated

politi-  domains as low versus high quality (Extended Data Fig. 2), and find
1| the USA, "(”.TL b d that the median Trump hashtag poster shared four times more links
in iour h; i for di intreatmentby  to low-quality websites compared with the median Biden hashtag
social media platforms. poster.
Our i i th Bidenversus hash
toclassify users’ political ori i i i
Low-quality news sharing on Twitter i quality ivel asesti
Wetherefore also examined how the political ori ion of the users d fthe Twitter ™ orthe news
in our study related to their sharing of links to | i sites sitesthat 1240 (expert 0.73<r<0. i
inOctober 2020. We find a similar patternto past workin ourdataset P<0. Guuul i balanced

people who used Trump hashtags shared news from domains that
were on average rated as significantly less trustworthy than peop]e
whoused Biden hashtags. For ing trustworthis

610 | Nature | Vol634 | 17 October 2024

layperson ratings, 0. 73 <r<0.82
ogy measure, P< 0.001 for all; see the Methods for methodological
details).
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Table1]| Se! ol 60 news site quality scores generated bytrustwonhlness ratings 8 f: from
ratings of tocreate bal. trustwor ratings
from 970 laypeople
Mainstream Hyper-partisan Fake news
Domain Fact-checker Politically Domain Fact-checker Politically Domain Fact-checker _Politically
rating lanced rating lanced rating balanced
n layperson
rating rating rating
abcnews.gocom 056 045 activepost.com o 02 americannews.com o 0.22
aol.com/news 0.41 035 antiwar.com o 018 angrypatriotmovement.com 0 018
bbe.couk 0.81 0.38 blacklistednewscom 0 018 bbdsp.com o 018
bostonglobe.com 075 033 breitbart.com 016 022 beforeitsnews.com 0 019
cbsnews.com 066 048 commondreams.org 003 018 channel24news.com 006 025
chicagotribune.com 053 038 conservativetribune.com 0,03 024 clashdaily.com 0 018
cnn.com 0.84 047 crooksandliars.com 013 018 conservativedailypost.com 0 023
dailymail.co.uk 0.44 03 dailycaller.com 013 021 dailybuzzlive.com 0 0.24
foxnews.com 0.44 045 dailykos.com 016 02 downtrend.com 0 019
huffingtonpostcom  0.47 0.41 dailysignal.com o 02 freedomdaily.com 003 02
latimes.com 075 033 dailywire.com 016 025 newsbreakshere.com 0 019
msnbe.com 066 0.44 iircom 0.09 019 notallowedto.com 0 o17
news.yahoo.com 059 04 infowars.com 0.03 021 nowBnews.com 0 02
nydailynews.com  0.34 033 newsmax.com 013 023 iti 0 019
nypost.com 0.38 038 patriotpost.us o 021 react365.com ) o17
nytimes.com 091 045 rawstory.com 009 019 realnewsrightnow.com 0 o2
sfchronicle.com 059 026 redstate.com 0.06 02 socialeverythings.com 0 018
usatoday.com 066 0.45 thedailysheeplecom  0.09 018 thenewyorkevening.com 0 024
washingtonpost.com 0.91 045 thepoliticalinsider.com  0.03 0.22 whatdoesitmean.com 0 019
wsj.com [ 034 i m 0.06 0.22 yournewswire.com 006 019
f il indi it i indicate higher quality. i i analyses, these quality
p
way: s 0f Impor-
Broad asymmetriesin news sharing quality tantly, however, two further analyses of the sharing of posts that spe-
This pattern also extends beyond the particular setting of Twitter ilar pattern. The
users during the 2020 election. Across 7 extra datasets, we evaluate ~ first analysis examines the sharing on Twitter of URLs deemed to be
the correlation between the average quality of news sources shared balanced
(using the set of 60 itesin Table1) and p | We ratings, and users’ ideology on the basis of the
find asignil negative i i 'shared news quality and i followed™. L i to
conservatism when YouGov platform  beconser i JRLs th:

Facebook sharing in 2016 (ref. 11) (fact-checker ratings, r(757) =0.33,
P<0.0001; politically balanced layperson ratings, r(757) =0.21,
P<0.0001), Prolific respondents’ on-platform Twitter sharing in 2018

d-ranktest,z=6.641,P<0.0001
for fact-checker ratings, b = 0.654, P< 0.0001 for layperson ratings;
Fig. 2a,b). For ical details, see the Methods; for further

(ref. 41) (fact-checker ratings, r(592) = 0.17, P < 0.00 bal-
anced layperson ratings, r(592) = 0.16, P < 0.0001) and 2020 (ref. 41)
(Fact-checker ratings, 7(377) = 0.27, P < 0.0001; politically balanced
layperson ratings, r(377) = 0.20, P < 0.0001), and the on-platform
sharing of Twitter users sampled in various ways in 2021 (ref. 13)
(fact-checker ratings, r(3,068) = 0.57, P < 0.0001; politically balanced

analyses, y Information section 3.6 and Extended

DataFig. 3. Thesecond analysis examines alarge-scale survey experi-

ment in which participants from 16 countries reported their sharing

Intentlons for a series of COVID-19-related claims (eliminating poten-

and pi without source attribution),

and conservausm was detemuned on the basis of ‘responses totwo
N ior 10

layperson ratings (r(3,068) = 0.40, P < 0.0001), 2022 (f: heck
ratings, r(4,038) = 0.40, P < 0.0001; politically balanced layperson

about vatism versus .Once
again, there was a significant correlation between conservatism and
heck

ratings, r(4,038) = 0.20, P< 0.0001) and 2023 (f: hecker ratings, ingi ions for i claims (USA: f:
r(4,404) =0.28, P < 0.0001; politically balanced layperson ratings, ~ ratings, r(439) =0.11, P=0.027; politi ti
r(4,404) = 0.14, P< 0.0001) (Fig. 1d). For methodological details,see  r(439) =0.10, P=0.029; across all 16 countries: fact-checker ratlngs,

the for further analyses, see y r(7,577) = 0.06, P < 0.0001; politically balanced layperson ratings,
section3. r(7,577) = 0.05, P=0.0001; Fig. 2¢,d). For methodological details, see
For the I of hared onsocial the ; for further analyses y

media follow the common practice of using domain-level quality  section3.7.

ratings as a proxy for information quality rather than ining the Together, dataindi whereby conserva-
actual infor the tiveor media h low-quality
premisethat -quality il p i i by fact-checkers iti

that are false or Box1fora detailed di groups of laypeople, and be it judged on the basis of domain-level
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0.3 People who shared
Biden hashtags
= Trump hashtags

Biden
= Trump hashtags

-2 - 0 1 2
Low-quality news sharing Low-quality news sharing
via fact-checker rating via poliiically balanced layperson rating
c d
Shared by people who  Shared by people who -
used Trump hashtag _used Biden hashiag g
doachlioid Shncisis I °
Newssioe  Shares Newssite  Shares ; E o4 é
foxnews.com 50,673 nytimes.com 33,604 §§ -
broitbartcom 47841  cnncom 28,488 z
3 02
nypostoom 98682 rawstonicom 20759 £ ¢ @
23
dallymall.co.uk 10,719 cbsnews.com 6,639 gg 04 ¢
9,968 5715
Facsbook Twitor Twifor Twitor Suvey Twiter Tutor
VouGou Prolfic Proifc Folows: Lucd Folowss Folow T
2006, 2018 2020 olhes3021 2022 aites2052 liee 2023
=758 n=604 n=879 NoB070 n=é41 =404 N=4406
Fig.1 or details of 38
q <
/ ab, quality p 38.d,The
-quality
sampleof9,000 Twitter nthe Forx-axislabel
basis of October2020. The forlow-quality
(2 -quality
Tl eachcurve or details of each
sumstol dataset, y
and the USA . Thu:
ucid (b),q beyond Twitter 2020U
gender, edi contexts.
or post-level ratings—than liberal or Di g users. That ~ 95% val, —O 005, 0.011). Thus, when examined mdepen-
being said, of course, it is imp\ keep inmind that who  dently, politic i i w-quality |
share content on social medla arenot f the general i
public,and de ‘We also ask what happens when political orientation and sharing

ofth liberal versus
conservative or Democrat versus Republican; and that the pattern
thatwe observe in these data maybe differentat other poml.s intime.

low-quality news, along with numerous relevant control variables,
are used simultaneously to predict which accounts were suspended
during the 6 months after the 2020 US presidential election. To dc

Our vatives S0, we an f the political
share ‘mation are the 9,000 active Twitter users in our sample by taking the
inclinedtodoso, first of a principal component analysis (PCA) of our four

(for example, because, at. leastduringthe study period, conservative
isinformation liberal elites™*).

News sharing can help explain suspension

sharing Trump versus
Biden hashlagﬁ, the Twm.er accounts the users follow® and the news
sites that the 1240), and an aggreg; sharing
low-quality news. We created the latter by taking the first component.
of aPCA of our 4 expert news site quality measures (60 sites rated by

toour dataset of Twitter ingthe2020elec-  professional fact checkers®, 283 domains rated by Ad Fontes Media,
tion, the political asymmetry in sharing low-quality information that  Inc.,3,21 ias/Fact Checkand4 ,767 domains
help to explain the apparent ial ratedby vari

we observe may
frigh

en the

ics®). We then use probit regression to predict whether the user was

curve (AUC, for
inbaserates and isa standard metnc of model performance in fi Felds
ing®),t haring low-quality
news predict suspension (0. 68 <AUC < 0.72)toasimilar degree as [he
various par 67 < AUC < 0.71) (Fig. 3a)
(no significant difference between average AUC for low-quality news

as of the end of July 2021, with Pvalues Holm-Bonferroni
corrected to adjust for multiple comparisons (see Supplementary
Information section 1 for a full list of control variables and Extended
Data Table 1 for regression models). When doing so, the assoz:iation

cant (b 0.12,2=2.33, PNB—O 14), whereas sharing low- qualltynews|s

shar
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Box 1

How misinformation sharing is defined and measured has important

implications for the conclusions that can be drawn from any analyses

Most research on online misinformation takes one of two
approaches. The first approach—most often used when analysing
large social media datasets in which it is not feasible to evaluate
each post individually—focuses on URLs, and uses the quality

of the publishing domain as a proxy for the veracity (or, more
broadly, ‘quality’) of the specific URL®. The logic behind this
approach is that URLs from low-quality sources are more likely

to be false or inaccurate than URLs from high-quality domains.
Although this approach is scalable, it is quite coarse as some
stories from lower-quality outlets may be accurate, and some

removes potential exposure confounds (where some types of users
may be exposed to misinformation more than others), it is difficult to
implement at scale and relies on self-report sharing intentions rather
than actual social media sharing. As each approach has limitations,
it can be particularly compelling to observe convergent results
when asking the same question using both approaches.

Across both typically rely on
fact checker ratlngs (either of the trustworthiness of publishers, or

ivi stories) to eval . Inthis article,

we demonstrate how ratings from politically balanced groups

stories from higher-quality outlets may be false, it
otherwise misleading®. That being said, thare is at least substantial

i in which d i to be low quality®,
and this domain-based approach has the benefit of providing ratings
of relative quahty for a sizable fraction of people’s newsdlet

Th often used when i

participants to complete survey experiments—is to collect specific
headlines, posts or articles that have been debunked or are
veridical, and ask participants to indicate how likely they would be
to share the posts if they saw them online®. Although this approach
does not suffer from the coarseness of the domain ratings and

ucha

asare: of beingabot
(estimated usmgthemodel fromref, 43;b=0.20,z=5.09, PHB <0.001)
and use of toxic language (b= 0.17, 2= 6.58, P;; < 0.001); results are

of also be used to evaluate domains and stories
in a fashion that minimizes the potential for political bias in the
evaluations.

Finally, we note that although most misinformation research to
date has largely focused on news stories, other forms of content
such as images, videos and posts without URLs are also very
important vectors of information online. It is vital for future research
to look at content beyond just URLs (that is, to examine post text,
images and videos), as well as to develop ways of measuring the
actual impact of exposure to content at scale rather than simply
using inaccuracy as the metric of harm®,

tobeD he b: their use of Biden

versus Trump hashtags. See the Methods for details.
wefindthat

linksto

similarwhen usingr
(Extended Data Table1).
Of course, because of their correlational nature, these analyses do
not allow us to definitively assess whether there was a causal effect
of political orientation on Twitter ions during the 2020 el

by

of igherrates of
Democrats (Fig. 3b). For example, if users have a 1% chance of getting
suspended each time they share a low-quality link, 2.41 times more

users who shared Trump hashtags would be suspended compared

tion. Evenifwehad h:

(for example, post-level instead of source-level, or real-time ratings

with hared Biden hash d=0.63; t-test, £(8,998) =30.1,
P<0.0001).Find i i Tt

instead of using pre-election tweets to pi predict as we
do here), or were able to include extra features (for example, harm-
deleted it), our
estimates could still be biased in either direction by further omitted
variables.

%, or wncu\.uu:mung,
(0.31<r<0.39,d meas:
ure; P<0.0001 for all); see Supplementary Information section 2 for
details.

theories often

ingof or
p low-quality dataset may
also have b i for inother sanc-
Whoi dby d polici tioned such (for exam-
These data do, however, aska g Il questionthat  ple, in connection with the events at the US capital on 6 January 2021,
il just re-li i 2020 which occurred during our study period), or for using bots. Indeed,
USA:what would we expect i politi-  as with sharing links to low-q y sites, users on the litical
cally i-misil d?Toanswer right had signifi cantly higher estlmated likelihoods of bemg abot
this question, we use simulations to examine which userswould have  (0.70 <r<0.7¢ ientation measure, P< 0.0001
if I inglinksto  for all; Extended Data Fig. 4), and simulating suspension on the basis
! thesetof 60 of fbeing abot leads tomuch higher suspension rates for

descnbed ahove“' Extended DataFig. 2) and notatall on pe i-
entation. That is, by construction we can remove any causal effect of
political oris ion, an 'much of i

Democrat

and Supplementary Information section 2 for detalls). For example,

y
vegiven neutral policies

userswithabot bove 0.5 would lead to 14.2 times

dTi

implemented on these data (of course, we do not know what specific
policies were aclual]y used by Twitter). To do so, we consider a range
il for which agiven
time

of

with users who shared Biden hashtags (d=1.26; t-test, t(8,976) = 59.9,
P<0.0001). the ions between political orienta-
tion and low- quallty news sharing are robust to controlling for bot
scores, and to only users with low likel being bots

I wecan

th 1

y Information section 2). Regardless of which pro-

theysharealmk
1 he

hibited arein thesame point
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a False news URLs shared on Twitter
based on fact-checker ratings

b False news URLs shared on Twitter
based on politically balanced crowd ratings

. 4
Ts =
£ §
i i ‘
= Z
® 5 A
& ]
%1 S
k3 g p \_ {
- 4 >
o< 0 _
Conservatives Liberals Gonservatives
c Fraction of shared COVID-19 claims that aro false, d Fraction of shared COVID-19 claims that aro false,
based on fact-checker ratings based on layperson crowd ratings
Correlation % Correlation %
coeffcient (95% C) _ Weight coefficient (95% CI) Weight
Mexico —1 -007(0.17,002) 606 Mexico — -0.09(-0.19,0) 609
Russia — -002(-0.11,007) 603 Russia -002(:012,007) 607
Nigeria B 0(-0.08,-0.09) 664 South Africa — -002(-011,007) 616
India — 001(-008,000 639 Nigeria —a -0.01(-0.09,008) 659
South Africa — 001(-008,010) 620 Philippines —_— 0(-0.08,0.08) 670
Philippines — 002(:007,010) 674 India JR 0(-0.09,0.09) 637
Haly — 002(:007,011) 626 ttaly 001(-008,010) 624
Saudi Arabia - 004(-005,013) 619 Saudi Arabia —_ 001(-008,010) 623
China — 006(-002,015 651 004(-006,014) 580
Spain b 0.09(0,0.18) 817 China | 008(-001,016) 654
United Kingdom 0.09(-001,019) 576 Australia 008(-002,018 573
usa 010(001,0200  6.06 Spain S 009(-001,018 617
Australia 011001,021) 562 usA 0.10(0.01,020) 604
Argentina ——— 0.11(003,0200 641 Egypt ——  013(0.04021) 649
Egypt —=—  015(007,024) 652 Argentina s 0140005022 634
Brezil —=— 020011,029) 644 Brazil ————020(011,029) 643
Overall 006(0.02,009)  100.00 Overall 005(001,008) 100,00
T T T T
-02 0 02 -02 02
Correlation between conservatism and Correlation between conservatism and
raction of shared news that is false fraction of shared news that is false
Fig.2|C c,d, Analysis co ey
ab, of Twitter ticles i from ref.3;
P y urvey madeby Twitter users of
i ref. 53, y Il effe
Tl (c tof primary the URL +1). ‘meta-analysi: 1). For details,
For detail: y 3.6. 37.
pplies—p: canlead topartisan asym- i Thu: ut in-level qual-
metriesin when ion policies are politi ity will lead to many positives, in which ioned for
neutral. i thatisnot ion. C -level sanc-
These analyses show that even in the absence of any post
i on the part of partisan parti Relatedly, pl! i Py
asymmetries in sanctioned willlead to i helevel of the user (for i

content) or the post (for example, attaching warning labels to posts

disparate impact whereby conservatives are suspended at greater
rates. Fromalegal perspecti litical orientationis nota pi

, and ranking

JSA*andt formof isillegal favour content that generates engagement and thus may promote

Ith i —can also be tools of anti-misinformation enforce-

impactmay i ment by content that has been identified as inaccurate

for example, iscrimination on f  (or have previ i ).
job-irs race)™, i context
reducing botsare

ygoals forsocial ns. Th A need notimply bias
i i it i ion such as the Digital Services Act recently
Social medi iestypically d heb the Jnion—which requi d

userson isof —our thatwnhen

the domains they share*¢%, This post-level approach hey are likely -

of being much finer graii asmuch of th fromlow-quality tionsof parti iftheir i neutral.
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a M Politcal orientation
075 5 Low-qualty news sharing
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2 om0

for particular topics. If one political, social or demographic group
shares more misinformation—be it liberals, conservatives or some
other group—it is not possible to be maximally effective in combat-
ting misinformation without preferentially taking action against
members of that group. That being said, of course our analyses also
donotruleout the possibility of bias on the part of platforms. Instead,
we show that asymmetries in treatment are, on their own, not diag-
nostic of purposeful targeting one way or the other. Be that as it may,
giventhewidespread (and bi-partisan®) public demand for reducing

News News Accounts AFM  MBFC Lssser  Fact- Laypomon ¥ > <
oo g, folowed mings mings mings cheder rmings  misinformation online, policy makers must be aware that some level
b c of differential treatment across groups is likely even if technology
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Methods To measure a user’s political orientation, we first classify their par-

tisanship on the basis of whether they shared more #Trump2020

I d: 1 d; or 1arris2020 hashtags. Additionally, we retrieved all
First, list of Twitter users th used

of the election hashtags #Tt 020 and ris2020  fromref. 39 to obtain a continuous measure of users’ ideology on the

on 6 October 2020. We also collected the most recent 3, 200tweets basis of the i ical leaning of the its they Simi-

sent by each of he We larly, i 1 40and ref.12toestimate

tweeted

34,
19,20
down to 12,238 users who shared at least five links to domains

tedusers (15, 714shared
2020),

hatad

users’ ideology using the ideological leanings of the news sites that
the users shared content from. We also calculated user ideology by
averaging political leanings of domains they shared through tweets
or the basis of th hod in ref. 12. The intuition behind

used by the ideology estimator of ref. 57. We al; luded 426 ‘elite’

tiveof Twitter f this excll suspen-

sion datawere not collected for these users; however, asdescribedin
Infor 2, ourmai h
y

h is that users on social media are more likely to fol-
low accounts (and share news stories from sources) that are aligned
with their own ideology than those that are politically distant. Thus,
the of! user and theideology of the

tion between political orientation and low-quality news sharing are
also observed among these elite users). These data were collected as

news sources the user shares, provide insight into the user’s ideol-
ogy. Wh tils : o

score, we replaced missing values with the sample mean;

partofa project that Institute of
the Use of PCA thatonly
Protocol 91046.
Wethen constr ofusersby parti 0.49 on foll

should be retained (88% of
variation explained), which had weights of 0.49 on hashtag-based

selecting 4,500 users each from the remaining 4,756 users who shared
#Trump2020 and 7,056 users who shared #VoteBidenHarris2020.
After 9 months, on 30]uly 2021 we checked the status of the 9,000

usersan

Weclassify

-based ideology, 0.51 on sharing-based
ideology estimated through ref. 40 and 0.51 on sharing-based ide-
ology estimated through ref. 12. We also used this aggregate meas-
ure Iculate a user’s extent of extremity by taking the
absolute value of the aggregate |deolcgy measure; and we used PCA

suspended if the Twitter application

acrossauser’s tweets

code 63 (‘User yingthat  of news site ideology scores from ref. 12 and ref. 40, and standard
user. deviation of ideology of accounts followed from ref. 39, as a meas-
To measure a user’s tendency to share misinformation, ure of uniformity f hared by
mostother 1125859 and use news theuser.
ity as a proxy for by itisnot rate the
accuracy of individual tweets at scale. Specifically, to quantify the ~ Policy simulations

quality of news shared by each user, we leveraged a previously pub-
lished set of 60 newsssites (20 mainstream 20 hyper-partisan 20 fake
news Tab[e 1) whosetr

In addition to the regression analyses, we also simulate politically
neutral policiesand eachuser’s of
from thi we

well a: ds of |

The

1d b:

crowd Asampleof971

Th
is as follows. First, we identify a set of low-quality sources that could

fromtheUSA,
der, ethnicity and geographic region, wererecruited lhrough Lucid®.

gen-

Iaypersun trustworthiness ratings from ref. 38, as well as using the

Each participantindicated theyt

outlets usinga5-point Likertscale. For each outlet, we then calculated
politically balanced crowd ratings by calculatmg the average trust

ings from that same paper. For both
sets of ratings, there is a natural discontinuity at a value of 0.25 (ona
normalized trustscale from 0 = Not atallto1=Entirely) (Extended Data

among Di among andthen  Fig.2). Thus, ider sites’ ustwor ratings
averaging those two average ratings. below 0.25to be ‘low quality’; and for each user, we count the number
We also examined Reliability ratings for aset of 283 sites fromAd  of tweet link of these low-quality sites.
ia, Inc., Factual asetof3,216si ‘We then defir policyas the pi of auserget-
MedlaBlas/FactCheckand Accuracy asetof4,76: ting tlmetheysharea link to a low-quality news site.
arecentacademic paper by Lasser et al.*. We then used the Twitter AP certainly
toretrieve thelast& 200 posts(asof 6 Octoberzozo) foreachuserin  most)ofthear low-quality actually false,
our llected all link ites shared (tweeted ~ andshar d ffence. Thus, we con-
or retweeted) by each user. Following the approach used in prevmus siderwho under policies thatdlffer
work®™, we calculated a news quality score for each user (b: intheir varying froma 0.01% ch ‘getting

between 0 and 1) by the ratings of all sit they

for each shared link to a low-quality news site up to a 10% chance.

shared, separately for each set of site ratings. Finally, we foreach user, Iculate their of getting
these ratings into low-q scoresby the a
quali ratmpfmml Over 99%uf study
leastonelinktoa the fourexpert-based P(suspended) =1-(1- k)*
intoan quality score, we replaced missing
i PCAindi whereLi oflow-quality andki
should be retained (87% of variation explained), which had weights  of for each shared link (that is, the p: The

0f 0.50 on Pennycook and Rand (ref. 38) fact-checker ratings, 0.51on
Ad Fontes Media Reliability ratings, 0.48 on Media Bias/Fact Check
Factual Reporting ratings and 0.51 on Lasser et al. Accuracy ratings.
Inall PCA analyses, we use parallel analysis to determine the number
of retained components.

onlyway the user would not get suspended is if on each of the L llmes
they shareal y link, they do
notget with (1-k),the that they
would never get suspended is (1 - k). Therefore, the probability that
they would get suspended at some pointis1-(1-k)-

q
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mean (and 95% interval) of that
across all D versus inour sample
(as determined by sharing Biden versus Trump election hashtags).

users’ideology on fthe i

leaning of the accounts they followed.

The results of these analyses are shown in Fig. 3b, and

ion 2 presents analyses of
y of suspension on the basis of each measure of political
orientation.

r
elites. Here we analyse previously unpublished data, in which 11,805
Twitter users were sampled from a set of 296,202,962 users who fol-
lowed at one of the political elite accounts from ref. 41. We randomly

beingabot, rather  sampled followed

than low-quality news sharing. The algorithm of ref. 43 providesan  atleast whom! Each

estimated probability of being a bot for each user,onthe basls of the user’slast3,20! llectedon25 n‘W-"-"--“'2022 andshar-
policy ing of low-quali de d using the f heck

contentsof their tweets.
probability of being human, k, required to avoid suspension (or, in
other words, athreshold on bot likelihood above which the user gets
suspended). Specifically, for a policy of harshness k, users with bot
probability greater than (1- k) are suspended. The results of these
analyses are shown in Fig. 3c.

Reanalyses ofextra datasets

through YouGov. Here

weanalysedata presen(ed inref. 11. Atotal ofn =1,191 surveyrespond-
g YouGovg:

thelinks theyshared on Facebook for2 h a Facebook

ths (th

Y
and politically balanced crowd ratings from ref. 38. A total of 4,040
users shared at Ieast one rated link. The statistical model from ref. 39
fusers’

wasused

ofthei

BY

llowed.

Twitter
elite,
lishedd

unpub-

i strati-

hich11,886 Twitter
fied on the basis of logy-transformed number of followers (rounded
to the nearest |nteger) fmm the same set 0f 296,202,962 users who
followed at On4March2023, weretrieved

app), starting in November 2016. As part of the survey, participants
self-reported their ideology (using a 5-point Likert scale; not includ-

alltweets made by each user since22 December 2022 using the Twitter
A

flow-quality
and politically balanced crowd ratings from ref.38.

ing participants whoselected ‘Notsure’, yielding n= the fact-check

with usable ideology data) and their party affiliation (Democrat, ~Atotalof4, lea: mm-mrpd link. Thy

Republlcan, lndependent, Other, Not sure). Asin our Twitter studies, fromref. 3 btail users’ideology

haring scores for eachuserby on i leaning of th:

using the fact-checker and crowd ratings for the

60 ref. 38, aboveinTablel.Atotalof 893  Sh f false cl Twitter. lysed hezae

p atleast link etal., Unli lyses, this d doesnot i
quahtyasaproxyfor Instead, sets of specific

Twitter sharing in 2018 and 2020 by through Pro-  falseversus d. Th i

lific. Here we analyse data presented in ref. 41.Atotalofn=2,100 par- by collecting claims that third-] party fact-checking websites such as

market Prolificinjune  snopes.com or orghad and

2018. Twitter IDs were provided by particij atthe of veridical lets. Fur thehead-

the study. However, some participants entered obviously fake Twit-  lines were pi ted ta their political orientation (on the

ter IDs—for example, the accounts of celebrities. To screen out such  basis of sur 1 i how i

accounts, we followed the original paper and excluded accountswith
£ 4
follower

y
if entirely accurate, would be for the Democrats versus Republicans;
seeref. 56 for details of the pre-testing procedure).

pletedala and usableTwm.erIDs for1,901 users. As partofthesurvey, Survey particip: eachURL’s
ported towhichthey lait ticipant: i
liberal vative, and socially liberal vative, from the full set of headlines, and rated how likely
using5-| poimLikertscaIes Weconstructan overallideology measure they itwasthat ga9-point
by andsocial The Twitter API nutat alllikely’ to“very likely’. For
was used to retrieve the content of their last 3,200 tweets (capped by d d ralmgs by ging ratings of partici-
the Twitter APIlimit). Data were retrieved from Twitter on18 August  p: asDe i ratings of
2018, and then agam on12 April 2020 (the latter data pull excludes  participants as and then averaging these
data pull). We quality two We then classify URLS a: d thus as
eachuser by usingtl and ingsif balanced
d ratings for the 60 38,as crowdrating
described above in Table 1. A total of 594 participants shared at least iti the Twitter Acad Iwas used to identifyall Twitter
onerated link inthe 2018 data pull and 379 partici least posted primary URL. These pri-
d: 11} atleastone mary 2016 and 2022 (2016, 1%; 2017, 2%; 2018,

inthe
rated linkin both data pulls.

Twitter sharing in 2021 by users
cal elites. Here we analyse data presented by Mosleh and Rand“ in

4%; 2019, 5%; 2020, 34%; 2021, 27%; 2022, 27%). The ideology of each
of those users was estimated using the statistical model from ref. 39
on the basis of the ideological leaning of the accounts they followed.
This allows us to count the number of liberals and conservatives who

which Twitter 816 elites andthen5,000  shared each URL on Twitter.

Twitter users were randomly sampled from the set of 38,328,679 us- Thed: pool: fthi

ers who followed at least three of the elite accounts. Each user’s last Thefirstif 104 balanced,

3, 1] d 71|ulv2021 andshanngof quality suchthat leanil
and i bal- th 1 g were leaning; n=1,319

partici

anced crowd ratings fromref, 38. A total of 3,070
one rated link. The statistical model from ref. 39 was used to obtain a

subset of headlines that were half politically neutral and half aligned
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with the participant’s partisanship. The second iteration used 155
headlines (of which 30 overlapped with headlines used in the first
iteration); n =853 participants recruited using Lucid rated

hared, hoi

£4 (Slightly likely),
W

likely) or

g
h fshared articles that were

Thethird d149
with prevlous iterations); n= 866 parnclpants recruited using Lucxd

(1) rated as false by fact-checkers, and (2) rated as below

in fha

rated Turksam-
plewasa pure convenience sample, whereas the Lucid samples were
quota-matched to the national distribution on age, gender, ethnicity

‘within
each country. Spec ically, we construct a conservatism measure by
averaging responses to two items from the World Values Survey that

and geographic region, and then tru were excluded.

inthesurvey,

For the 30 headlines that overlapped between i land2, the
e B ; 5

qual’ versus
t'and ‘Govern-

Turkand Lucid correlated with each other at r(28) = 0.75. Therefore, we
collapsed the politically balanced ratings across platforms for those
30headlines. Intotal, this resulted in a final dataset with fact-checker

TI
ment should take more responsibility to ensure that everyone |s pro-
vided for’ versus P
themselves’ using10-point Likertscales. Pilot data collected intheUSA

ratings, politically balanced crowd ratings and counts of f
posts by liberals and conservatives on Twitter for 378 unique URLs.
Finally, we also classifi ed the topic ofeach URL. Todo so, we used
Claude, an artificial i d by that
andhastext

withself-report
conservatism (r(956) = 0.32 for the firstitem and r(956) = 0.40 for the
second item).

¥
Furtherinformationon

asone of its primary We the full set of h desi; lablein thy ort-
to ificiali i and firstasked it folio Reporti 'y linked to this articly
he ittoi

coveredineach and i 1

that the ble. Next, Dataavailability
the of each topic, dtheresultsintoasetofsix Alldata p I ilabl )
overarching topics and then finally asked the artificial intelligence  io/a2t7d/.
system to categorize each headlme into one of these six topics. This
process’ i topics: USPolitics (174 head-
lines), Social Issues (91 COVID-I¢ Businessy Codeavailability
Economy (41 headlines), Foreign Affairs (28 headlmes) and Cnme/ Allscript: P I ilable at https:/

Justice (2 Asatestofthe
we also asked another artificial intelligence system, GPT4, to classify
the first 100 headlines into the six topics. We found that Claude and

GPT4 agreed on 80% of the headlines.

Sharing intentions of false COVID-19 claims across 16 countries.
Here, we examine survey data from ref. 37.In these experiments, par-

osf. 1o/aZt7d/

57, Eady,G. Nagler, J, Guess, A, Ziinsky, . & Tucker, . A. How many people live in pol.uo-l
Twitter data.

2158244019832705 (2019).
58. Pennycook, G. etal.

Nature 692, 590-595 (2021).
59. Mosleh, M., Martel, C., Eckles, D. &Rand, D. G. Perverse downstream consequences of

ticipants from16 diffe Lucid, with rt
In Proc.. Y.
bl matchedto the national on ag:'a;:g Py
y-P: tel 60. k. A. & McClellan, O, A. litcal,
claims about COVID-19 (sampled fmm a larger set of 45 claims), pre- i Re
sented ithout aims from Poltics,
aswell
such as the World Health Organization’s list of COVlD 19 myths. This G d 1. Ghezae for lysis of
. We thank A. Bear and B. Tappin for
Hon mh"e’:‘;‘:ﬁs“ asany; variation In exposur >N OTMA" - onstructive feedback that improved ths work.
ly
variationin th whattoshare. M.andDGR MM.and Q MM.

Asin oumtherznalyses veracity ~2ndDGR DGR.andGP. TZ.andM.M.
ratings with crowd ratings. Specifically, n = 8 527 participantsin the M. DGR, and GP.
Accuracy condition rated the accuracy of each of the they i

. i GP. DGR
racyratmg f 5L6 PO “k?‘nscf_le' i unpald consultant for Twitter in 2021 and 2022. QY. was an Intern at Snapchat in 2020, and
of y 5
information if that ing is below

Ourmain then h fthen=8,597 par- Additionalinformation
ticipants from the Sh: inwhich parti
theis hood of shanng each claim usmg a 6 -point leert scale. To to David G. Rand,

lcul: huser’s level of misi wefirst di Adela Levi van der Linden, Yunkang Yang,

i . David Yokum, Ali i

the sharing such that choices of 1( p:‘v review of this work.
unlikely), 2 ly) or 3 (Slightly unlikely) on the Likert
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Analysis

Fact-checker ratings

%
Topic Effect (95% CI) Weight
Business/Economy —_—— 3 0.08 (-0.16,0.32) 18.21
Foreign Affairs ——4—;— 0.18 (:0.27, 0.63) 15.23
Social Issues —+ 0.38 (-0.06, 0.82) 1540
US Politics —;—‘— 0.61(042,081) 18.69
Crime/Justice _-:—o_ 0.65(0.12,1.19) 13.90
coviD19 3 —_— 1.12(0.91,1.33) 1855
Overall, DL Q 0.51(0.14,0.88) 100.00
T T
-1 0 1
Coeff on conservatism predicting log10(Misinfomation Shares)
Politically-balanced Crowd ratings
%
Topic Effect (95% CI) Weight
Business/Economy —_—T i 0.08 (-0.21,0.37) 18.16
Foreign Affairs ——.—é— 0.32(-0.34,0.99) 11.80
Social Issues + 0.50 (0.07,0.93) 15.80
Crime/Justice + 0.58 (0.13,1.03) 1545
US Politics + 0.62(041,083) 19.28
CovID19 i —pe 1,10 (0.91, 1.30) 19.50
Overall, DL Q 0.56 (0.21, 0.90) 100.00
T T

-1 0 il
Coeff on conservatism predicting log10(Misinfomation Shares)

Twitter g i URLsof ic, along
vatives. Furtheranalysis of with lysis.
of ionli i ingURL ‘heck
Ref.53.Showni: JRL

i edicting politically-balanced
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Analysis
Extended Data Table 1| Quality of news hared significantly unlike political
M @ ® @
Probit Probit Ridge Logit Logit Ridge
Political Orientation 0.123 0.134 0.250 0.266
(0.0526) (0.0999)
Low Quality News Sharing  0.240*** 0.224 0.460*** 0.430
(0.0463) (0.0860)
Followers & Friends -0.000759 0.002 -0.000937 0.003
(0.0208) (0.0386)
Toxic Language 0.166*** 0.162 0.286%** 0.280
(0.0253) (0.0462)
Sexually Explicit Language  0.0862** 0.084 0.155%* 0.151
(0.0263) (0.0477)
Profane Language 0.0592* 0.058 0.103* 0.101
(0.0207) (0.0371)
# Tweets in Past 2 Weeks 0.328%** 0.317 0.605%** 0.585
(0.0208) (0.0378)
Bot Score (Botsentinel) 0.195%** 0.188 0.374*** 0.359
(0.0384) (0.0703)
Political Extremity -0.107*** -0.099 -0.224%** -0.208
(0.0221) (0.0411)
Valanced Language -0.0339 -0.034 -0.0578 -0.058
(0.0225) (0.0412)
Moral Outrage 0.0313 0.033 0.0724 0.073
(0.0333) (0.0614)
Political Language -0.0289 -0.029 -0.0726 -0.070
(0.0276) (0.0509)
Max # Tweets in 1h Window  0.366*** 0.357 0.636%** 0.623
(0.0696) (0.129)
# Highly Similar Tweets -0.0308 -0.028 -0.0614 -0.056
(0.0359) (0.0663)
Political Uniformity -0.0235 -0.027 -0.0339 -0.041
(0.0254) (0.0462)
Constant -1.788*** -1.776 -3.153%** -3.125
(0.0773) (0.144)

Observations 9,000 9,000

Regressi ter 4

see Methods section and S1 Section S1.
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Statistics

For all statistical analyses, confirm that the following items are present in the figure legend, table legend, main text, or Methods section
n/a | Confirmed

X The exact sample size (n) for each experimental group/condition, given as a discrete number and unit of measurement

A statement on whether measurements were taken from distinct samples or whether the same sample was measured repeatedly

The statistical test(s) used AND whether they are one- or two-sided
Only common tests should be described solely by name; describe more complex techniques in the Methods section.

A description of all covariates tested
A description of any assumptions or corrections, such as tests of normality and adjustment for multiple comparisons

Afull description of the statistical parameters including central tendency (e.g. means) or other basic estimates (e.g. regression coefficient)
AND variation (e.g. standard deviation) or associated estimates of uncertainty (e.g. confidence intervals)

For null hypothesis testing, the test statistic (e.g. , ¢, r) with confidence intervals, effect sizes, degrees of freedom and P value noted
Give P values as exact values whenever suitable.

For Bayesian analysis, information on the choice of priors and Markov chain Monte Carlo settings
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Senator MARKEY. Mr. Meador, will you commit to objectively fol-
lowing the facts in any of these conspiratorial fishing expeditions
into censorship of conservatives?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I commit to fairly looking at the facts in
every case that would come before me if I am confirmed as a Com-
missioner.

Senator MARKEY. Well, again, I remain deeply concerned because
your comments earlier today suggest that you have already come
to a conclusion on this issue. Chairman Ferguson has made similar
comments.
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Mr. Meador, if the FTC career staff conclude that no further in-
vestigation or enforcement action is warranted against the big tech
platforms for supposedly censoring conservatives, will you commit
to following that recommendation?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I can commit to closely examining the evi-
dence collected by staff, along with their recommendations, and
consulting with my fellow Commissioners, if confirmed, to ensure
that we are reaching the right decision based on the facts and the
law.

Senator MARKEY. Well, that is deeply disappointing because in
my opinion, you know, objectively looking at it, the staff will come
to a conclusion that there has been no censorship. But my fear is,
of course, is that President Trump is clearly trying to turn the FTC
into the Federal Truth Commission. And I think that is going to
be very, very damaging to our country. So I am going to be watch-
ing very closely. And I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for this time.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Schmitt.

STATEMENT OF HON. ERIC SCHMITT,
U.S. SENATOR FROM MISSOURI

Senator SCHMITT. Well, it is interesting because as Attorney
General of Missouri, I followed the Missouri v. Biden lawsuit that
uncovered the vast censorship enterprise. The idea that there
wasn’t censorship is nonsense, total nonsense.

We saw the weaponization of the whole of Government against
political opponents because they dared to dispute the efficacy of
masks or had concerns about the vaccine. The idea that there
wasn’t censorship does a real disservice.

I think the worst abuse of the First Amendment we have ever
seen in the United States of America. So I hope, I hope you con-
tinue to look at this, because I think we have just scratched the
surface. And it is—the idea that the Federal Truth Commission—
how about the Disinformation Governance Board that was estab-
lished under President Biden?

This is Orwellian stuff. So the FTC is right. I think glad that the
leadership has been shown to sort of open up and find out what
other examples exist, because there is no way we are effectively
going to deal with this until we admit that there was a problem.

And my friend from the other side who just made the statement
is just totally ignorant of the facts. And by the way, who decides
the truth like the Government doesn’t. People get to decide that.
You only get to do that in a free and open society where people
are—have the ability to speak their minds. And so, I guess, Mr.
Meador, I want to ask you this question then I guess. What other
steps can be done to ensure that people can speak their minds?

I know—we have talked about the coordination between the Gov-
ernment and big tech. That is certainly a thing because that is a
direct violation of the First Amendment. But I know that you have
got a couple of different buckets, whether it is violating terms of
service or violating the core tenants of Section 230 protections.
What is sort of—how do you view this in the role the FTC has?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Senator. So, I think there are two ave-
nues through which the FTC could potentially address this kind of
conduct. There is the antitrust laws. So if you have competitors
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colluding on content moderation standards, that could potentially
amount to a violation of the antitrust laws.

And on the consumer protection side, if the application of terms
of service or other promises made by a platform end up being de-
ceptive in some way to consumers, you could potentially have a
concern there under the FTC Act.

Senator SCHMITT. And I think when Europe is really messed up
on Al as it has been overregulated and it is—they are sort of push-
ing a political bias, which has, I think, demolished Europe’s
chances at being a leader in this, which I guess that is good for us.

But how do we avoid that? How do we avoid woke AI? How do
we avoid black George Washington? Like what do we do to make
sure that this doesn’t become the next frontier for this level of cen-
sorship, with quantum chips fueling it?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes. Here, I think the best thing the FTC can do
within its remit is to fully enforce the competition laws to ensure
that markets are not unduly concentrated or dominated by a single
actor and that consumers have choice.

Ultimately, I think we can trust that the market will work if we
give it a chance, but that means we have to maintain competition
so that consumers can take their business elsewhere if they are un-
happy with the services they have received.

Senator SCHMITT. Thank you. Mr. Kratsios, thank you for your
willingness to serve as well. Highly qualified. I have respected you
for years. We have gotten to know each other. The President has
announced a national initiative to drive innovation, like the Amer-
ican Al Initiative.

David Sacks is a great pick to be helping with a lot of this stuff
in the National Quantum Initiative. How do you view your role in
making sure those programs are successful—those initiatives are
successful?

Mr. KRATSIOS. Yes. The Office of Science Technology Policy has
the role in the White House to coordinate these efforts across the
Federal Government.

So whether you are driving a national strategy on artificial intel-
ligence or on quantum information science, all the wide variety of
agencies that all have a very important role to play, from basic re-
search funding at the National Science Foundation, to more appli-
cations work at some of our DOE labs, to some standards related
work at NIST.

And where OSTP plays a more critical role is being the convener
and the coordinator for these efforts across the Government. And
that is what we did in the—in 45 with a variety of emerging techs,
and we hope to do again in 47.

Senator SCHMITT. What do you think the biggest challenge is
right now for the United States to be the leader—and AI gets
thrown around, you know, sort of broadly, but to be the leader in
kind of innovation? And, you know, obviously DeepSeek is a
wakeup call. I mean, there is no way they did it for $6 million.

But the fact is, I think our assumptions about how far ahead we
were, have been shattered to some degree, right. So this is a very
serious race we have with China. What do you think our biggest
obstacle is to continue to be the leader?
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Mr. KrATSIOS. I think our biggest obstacle is effectively pursuing
a promote and protect strategy. So you can have an institute, a set
of export controls, for example, around high end chips, but if you
are not successfully enforcing those export controls and not actually
limiting the access of bad actors in the PRC from accessing those
chips, you are not actually protecting well.

And the same goes on the promote side. You can encourage the,
you know, research and development, and translational research in
these emerging tech fields, but if you are not effectively allocating
those dollars to the biggest and hardest problems in those fields,
you are not actually moving the ball forward.

So I think the strategy is there. I think you just have to effec-
tively execute on the two sides of that coin to promote and protect.

Senator SCHMITT. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Klobuchar.

STATEMENT OF HON. AMY KLOBUCHAR,
U.S. SENATOR FROM MINNESOTA

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you very much. Thank you. Con-
gratulations to both of you. I think I will just start with one ques-
tion of you, Mr. Kratsios. In your testimony, you mentioned helping
to double R&D spending during President Trump’s first Adminis-
tration.

You have already seen this Administration’s attempt to gut fund-
ing from many important research agencies, including NIH. If con-
firmed, will you commit to funding research and development at
levels authorized by Congress?

Mr. KrATsIOS. I will have to coordinate with the President and
with OMB obviously on budgets, but my commitment is to bring to
the table and bring to those conversations the importance of re-
search and development in these emerging technologies.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Right. Do you agree that domestic semicon-
ductor production should continue to be a priority for the U.S.?

Mr. KrATSIOS. Absolutely. We have to be able to produce high-
end chips here in the U.S.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Excellent. Thank you. Mr. Meador, I
worked closely with you, with my staff I know did on antitrust and
competition issues during your time in Senator Lee’s office. And I
hope, if confirmed, you will continue to work in a bipartisan man-
ner as you did there.

Today, the Commission is litigating antitrust cases against Meta,
Amazon, John Deere, a pesticide manufacturer, a medical provider,
many others. Will you commit to continuing to prosecute the anti-
trust cases currently at the Commission, and to pursue remedies
that will protect consumers from anti-competitive conduct?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Senator. It’s good to see you again.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Yes.

Mr. MEADOR. So, while I can’t commit to any specific action, obvi-
ously I share the concerns that the agency is seeking to address.
I think it has a lot of important work on its docket, and I can com-
mit to taking that very seriously, if confirmed, to ensure we are
doing everything we can to enforce the law.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you. Appreciate that. You have writ-
ten that, “It’s long past time for our government to finish what
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they’ve started, break up Live Nation-Ticketmaster, and bring real
competition back to the live event ecosystem.”

While you worked for Senator Lee, I teamed up with him, as you
know, to hold a rather memorable hearing. Senator Cruz was there
in Judiciary on Live Nation-Ticketmaster’s monopoly over venues,
artists promotion, and online ticketing.

While the Justice Department, I know you are aware of this, is
litigating that case, can you elaborate why it is so important to
take on monopolies like Live Nation, Ticketmaster, and how will
that experience help you at the FTC?

Mr. MEADOR. Absolutely. So, in that case, we have an industry
that has many parts in sort of a vertical chain. And what we have
seen is that combining all of them into one firm has allowed them
to engage in what is called foreclosure in many instances.

So when one company controls both the primary ticketing service
that artists use and venues use, as well as the actual venues them-
selves, it gives them the ability to lock up the entire industry,
which ultimately raises prices for consumers, reduces the quality of
their experience at these events, deprives artists of the money that
they would have otherwise earned, and it just leads to a worse eco-
system overall.

And so, if confirmed to this position, I would take those concerns
from that industry and be on the lookout for similar situations in
other industries to make sure that if one firm is seeking to domi-
nate an entire industry, it is not doing so to the detriment of con-
sumers.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. OK. Very good. FTC independence, I know
that Senator Lujan asked you some questions along these lines, but
do you agree that the sole focus of the FTC should be to protect
consumers from unfair methods of competition and deceptive prac-
tices, which is clearly in their act setting them up, without concern
for political pressures from the White House?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, with the one caveat that we have about 80
statutes we enforce total. And so, I would

[technical problems].

Senator KLOBUCHAR. That is what I thought. Actually, as I asked
the question, I thought that might be a very smart answer on your
behalf. As you know, I worked with Senator Grassley to update cor-
porate merger fees for the first time in 20 years to give our anti-
trust agencies more resources to hire attorneys and economists.

And Senator Lee and I coordinated on his bill on the tech cases,
allowing the State AGs to keep them in their jurisdictions, which
was a Lee, Klobuchar bill. Thank you. As well as this bill that I
had with Grassley, and both passed.

Do you agree that to take on some of the biggest companies in
the history of the world, that the FTC must be funded and staffed
with the best people possible?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator. I think it is obviously important for
the FTC to have everything it needs. And I was honored to work
with your office on that legislation and create the possibility of
antitrust enforcement that is self-funded without burdening tax-
payers.
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Senator KLOBUCHAR. OK. How will you work with State AGs—
there is a lot of action going on in the states right now—to enforce
antitrust and consumer protection laws?

Mr. MEADOR. I think that is one of the unique things about
American antitrust that I really appreciate is the multiple levels of
enforcement that we have, including private suits, Federal suits,
but also State AGs. And I know the FTC has a long history of
working productively with State AGs, and if confirmed, I would
look forward to continuing those relationships.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. All right. Thank you. I want to thank both
of you for actually answering the questions and doing it in a short
period of time and not filibustering. So, that was actually miracu-
lous. Thank you. And if we have any other questions, I will put
them on the record. Thanks.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Moreno.

STATEMENT OF HON. BERNIE MORENO,
U.S. SENATOR FROM OHIO

Senator MORENO. Thank you, Mr. Chair
The CHAIRMAN. [Technical problems]—chance for a filibuster.
[Laughter.]

Senator MORENO. Thank you. I am new. I haven’t quite learned
the skills of just talking endlessly about nothing, but I am sure it
will come naturally as time goes on. In that vein, Mister——

The CHAIRMAN. Given that you sold cars, I don’t believe you.

[Laughter.]

Senator MORENO. Well, you know what—you know what——

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Well, I did not say that.

Senator MORENO. I was trying to improve my life status from car
dealer, and I went backward—politician. If I get my law degree, I
am toast.

[Laughter.]

Senator MORENO. But anyway, Mr. Meador, back to you, who is
a lawyer, so I mean that the nicest way possible. Thank you for
agreeing to serve again in this Administration. How—if you were
to describe this—your job to a 13 year old, is that right? How
would you describe your job?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I believe my job is to make the lives of
American families better. And that is primarily through protecting
the markets that they rely upon to put food on the table, to get
health care for their children, and just to go about their daily busi-
ness.

And that includes competitive markets so that they have options
that are affordable and high quality, and that in the midst of try-
ing to provide for their families, they aren’t deprived of their
wealth or security through scams and other fraudulent behavior.

Senator MORENO. And as you think about this job that you are
about to undertake, what would be your top one or two priorities?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I am focused on the sort of the kitchen
table issues. Again, going to those things that affect the average
person on a daily basis, making sure that they have, you know,
competitive markets that provide affordable housing, energy,
health care, food. All of those, I think should be top of mind for the
FTC.
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Senator MORENO. That is right. And having your fellow Commis-
sioners here to support you shows that the agency really should be
free of politics and should be somebody that does the right thing.
So I appreciate your willingness to serve. Mr. Kratsios, I appreciate
you being here and your willingness to serve. I also applaud your
parents being here.

As you know, I am a first generation immigrant myself from Co-
lumbia, South America. So we know the Spanish Empire was the
greatest empire, not the Greek Empire. But I appreciate you being
here. I am sure your parents are extremely proud of you serving
once and now doing it again.

I just want to remind my Democrat colleagues that you were
unanimously confirmed, and to keep that in mind despite their ten-
dencies to want to be partisan. You are taking on a big job, report
directly to the President of the United States.

It will be great to have a President of United States who under-
stands artificial intelligence, and not somebody who actually need-
ed it injected into his brain. So that is a step up from the previous
Administration. And in the previous Administration, the person
who had your job talked a lot about electrifying America.

What is your thoughts on this idea that everybody should have
electric stoves, everybody should have electric cars, and there is
only one-size-fits-all? Is that based on science in your mind?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I think to solve the energy problems of this coun-
try, we have to take an all the above energy approach. And elec-
tricity is obviously one part of it, but there is a whole lot more
there. And I look forward to working with the President’s Energy
Dominance Council to make sure that is a reality.

Senator MORENO. So forcing everybody to drive electric cars,
even though they don’t want it, seems like probably not science-
based or practical.

Mr. KrATSIOS. No, the Government should not be forcing anyone
to drive a particular type of vehicle.

Senator MORENO. That is good to hear in California. Maybe they
haven’t quite heard that memo. But speaking of California, objec-
tively a pretty state run by terrible people, would you think that
California should set standards for the rest of the country? Mean-
ing, do you think it is up to California to decide what kind of cars
people in Ohio should buy?

Mr. KRATSIOS. I am not very familiar with how the policy around
that works, but I think in principle that probably is something that
should be looked at and more carefully.

Senator MORENO. Yes. I would think my colleagues would want
to have the Federal Government set even standards for the entire
country and not have one state or another. That makes sense,
right? We do regulate interstate commerce here in the Federal Gov-
ernment. Does that make sense to you?

Mr. KrRATSIOS. Yes, and we have seen that in the technology pol-
icy domain around issues like privacy. When if there is an inability
to create a Federal privacy law, you end up having a patchwork
sort of created by states and that that ultimately is—doesn’t do the
best thing for industry or for consumers.

Senator MORENO. And do you think it is also important that
business gets certainty for a long—as long a horizon as humanly
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possible and not think about a policy that lasts for a year or two
or three or four, but rather over maybe a decade?

Mr. KRATSIOS. Yes. I think regulatory certainly certainty is a big
driver on encouraging investment, particularly in science and tech-
nology. So, I do believe that, yes.

Senator MORENO. And we should be—I think you would agree,
we should be the leaders. I mean, this is the country that innova-
tion is born here. That we should be the leaders not only in artifi-
cial intelligence, quantum computing, blockchain technology, the
technology—human machine interaction. These are all the things
that are ahead of us. And what—how do you see Government’s role
in that? Like where do you see philosophically the role of the Gov-
ernment making that happen?

Mr. KraTsi0S. Yes. So I think the Government plays essentially
I think a role in four categories. The first is on early stage basic
competitive R&D. So this is investing Federal dollars in areas
where the private sector is not incentivized to do yet.

And we have been doing that for 50 or 60 years. We need to keep
doing that. The second piece is around regulations. And the way I
usually think about it is removing barriers to innovation.

So finding ways that you can actually unlock the potential of
these technologies and allow them to flourish, and not have regula-
tion get—kind of get in the way. The fourth is through—the fourth
is through workforce programs.

So it is critical that both we have individuals who are able to ac-
tually become the next great scientists and technologists to make
these discoveries, and also prepare American workers to wield
these technologies in their daily life.

And the fourth is around international engagement. We as a
Government need to make sure that we are partnering with our al-
lies on using these technologies globally and pushing back on ac-
tions like the ones that the CCP take to try to push their tech-
nology globally.

Senator MORENO. Well, that is a fantastic answer. Great job.
Look forward to having both of you unanimously confirmed, getting
you in office, and most importantly, having you visit the greatest
state in America, Ohio.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Kim.

STATEMENT OF HON. ANDY KIM,
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW JERSEY

Senator KiM. Yes. Thank you, Chair. Mr. Meador, I think I would
like to start with you just to be able to build on some of the con-
versation that has happened here. FTC has a particular structure
in terms of its leadership. It is one that has bipartisan tradition
in that way. I guess I just wanted to ask you, do you see benefit
in that type of structure and that type of bipartisan nature of the
FTC?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Senator. Yes, my experience both as an
attorney at FTC and as a practitioner appearing before it is that
the consensus building that took place at FTC always made its en-
forcement action stronger.

Senator KiM. You know, I guess I just kind of raised that be-
cause, you know, I know there was some talk about the independ-
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ence of FTC and why I think it is so important that we ensure that
because, you know, there is a sense of credibility, right.

Like, I would imagine you believe that for FTC, for its rulings
to be considered, for it to have the kind of resonnance with the
American people about a sense of fairness, that credibility is crit-
ical for FTC to be able to function, is that right?

Mr. MEADOR. Absolutely, Senator.

Senator KiM. Yes. So I just—as we kind of proceed on this—you
know, I know there is lots of politics swirling around, but you and
I had a really good conversation talking through some -critical
issues, like for instance about the role of FTC when it comes to big
tech.

And I would believe that for FTC to make decisions that are po-
tentially going to be controversial around big tech, it is important,
right, that it be seen as being done from a sense of what is right
for the American people and a sense of fairness, rather than some-
thing that is political or something that is associated with a polit-
ical donor or a special interest group. Is that right?

Mr. MEADOR. So, Senator, the way I would view my job if con-
firmed is to show up each day working to serve the American peo-
ple and enforcing the law the way that it has been written. And
while I can’t speak for the other Commissioners, I am confident
that they share that view as well.

Senator KiM. I hope so. And I think that that is something
that—again, you know, for the majority of people watching, I mean,
I talk to people in new Jersey about this, they don’t necessarily
fully understand the debate about independence of different agen-
cies. You know, I think that is much more of a D.C., you know,
world view in that way.

But they do understand fairness, and they do understand a sense
of whether or not their interests are being put forward. So I ask,
you know, if you are confirmed that you keep that in mind, you
know, about this.

And if the FTC loses that sense of credibility, if it is seen as a
political entity that is carrying out actions based off of whoever,
which party is in control, I do think that it just very much will un-
dermine the capacity for the FTC to be able to engage.

Mr. Kratsios, I wanted to ask you some questions here. You
know, I heard you speak on this from a different—a couple dif-
ferent angles, but I guess I just wanted to ask kind of directly. Do
you think we as a nation are spending enough on basic science re-
search?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I think over the years since I guess the 1950s and
since sort of NSF was initially created, the amount of federally
funded R&D has continued to generally increase, and I think has
been critically important to the way that we have been able to sort
of make these discoveries.

I think what has changed a lot over the years is the contribution
that the private sector makes to the larger R&D ecosystem. I think
right around the time of World War II, the percentage of R&D that
the Federal Government was funding was more than 50 percent,
and that has changed dramatically.
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And I think that is actually a good thing for the country. We are
actually seeing some of the greatest innovations coming from the
private sector.

Senator KiM. But do you think that just overall spending, not
just Government spending, but private sector included, academia.
Like, where are we? You know, I keep hearing a lot about China
increasing their basic science research funding upwards of double
digits. We are obviously not keeping pace with that trajectory. Does
that concern you in terms of overall spending?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I think as someone who is deeply obsessed with
American leadership in science and technology, I do believe that as
an economy, continuing to invest in this critical R&D kind of across
the board is beneficial to the country.

Senator KiM. So right now, the foundation of it, as you said Gov-
ernment, private sector—sort of the largest amount Government
has been decreased in terms of total percentage. I think it is right
around 40 percent Government funding right now, 37 percent pri-
vate sector.

Does that seem fair to you? Is that sort of a right level? I am
trying to think through and understand your calibration here in
terms of what you would like to see and whether or not you think
the private sector should take over more of what the Government
does when it comes to basic science research?

Mr. KrAaTsIOS. Yes. I think what is amazing about the U.S. eco-
system is that a lot of these changes are driven by what I spoke
about in my opening statement, this free market approach to sci-
entific discovery in the U.S.

I think the challenges and I think the problems with a sort of
authoritarian or CCP type approach to science funding is that you
end up having over allocation to the wrong things and under allo-
cation to the right things. And thinking that, you know, you can
sort of be God for the day and make sure that you allocate things
to the right places I think is a mistake.

I think in the U.S., the reason why we do have the greatest
chips, and the greatest algorithms in the world, and various appli-
cations in the world is because we go back to that free market ap-
proach to innovation.

Senator KiM. I don’t discount that. And I will yield back to the
Chair in a second. But, you know, when you listen through in your
opening statement, splitting the atom and getting a man to the
moon, you know, the transistor and the creation of the microchips.

I mean, so much of that was based off of Government research
funding or Government acquisition with microchips early on. So I
just say, look, you know, there is certainly models in that direction,
but I do think that we need to be careful about moving too much
toward one that is just solely based off of profitability. With that,
I yield back.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Peters.

STATEMENT OF HON. GARY PETERS,
U.S. SENATOR FROM MICHIGAN

Senator PETERS. [Technical problems]—Mr. Chairman. And con-
gratulations both of you in your nominations. Mr. Meador, you
know, regardless of your own accomplishments and qualifications,
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I want to follow up on a question that Senator Kim asked and that
deals with the independence of the Commission, because I am
deeply concerned that the situation that you are entering into if
confirmed in this position.

From my viewpoint, the FTC appears to be at the center of a
broader effort by President Trump to further consolidate his own
power and disrupt literally nearly a century of precedent regarding
the role of independent Executive Branch agencies.

So my question for you is pretty straightforward following up on
Senator Kim’s comments. Do you agree with the DOJ’s position an-
nounced earlier this month that it now believes that for cause re-
moval protections applicable to independent Commissions are un-
constitutional?

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Senator. So I will defer to the Depart-
ment of Justice and the White House on the legal positions. FTC
is involved in litigation involving this question right now as well,
that it would be inappropriate for me to comment on. What I can
speak to are my own intentions, should I be confirmed, which is to
show up each day to enforce the law, to serve the American people
without fear or favor with respect to any party.

Senator PETERS. So, if confirmed, and a motion comes up after
your confirmation that aligns the FTC position on the matter that
the Trump Administration, which is trying to basically neuter the
independent status of these agencies, what side would you fall on?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I wouldn’t be able to commit to how I
would vote on any matter that might come before me as a Commis-
sioner.

Senator PETERS. Well, you know, I am still very concerned about
what is happening here. And I would hope Commissioners under-
stand the importance of independence, something that has been
happening for many, many years—decades.

That this is a dangerous course. I know it is part of this unitary
Executive philosophy. Folks want to know what a unitary Execu-
tive is, think of Putin, for example. That is a unitary Executive.
That is the direction that we are going unfortunately.

Mr. Kratsios, you previously worked on President Trump’s Al Ex-
ecutive Order in 2020, which among other things, required agen-
cies to publish AI use cases and ensured that agencies protected
privacy, civil rights, as well as civil liberties.

So my question for you is, do you still agree with that Trump Ex-
ecutive Order that agencies should publish use case inventories
that use their AI uses to protect privacy, civil rights, as well as
civil liberties?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I do believe that the Al inventories that were
started under the first Trump Administration are very important,
and the Biden inspiration continued those. For both the White
House, and more broadly for other agencies, the American people
to see what these use cases are and how the Government is using
AI I think is very valuable.

I think one tweak or something to think about with those is that
Al is becoming more and more pervasive across everything that we
do as Americans, and everything that individual people and civil
servants do across Government.
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So I think maybe one way to—a more valuable sort of list going
forward, maybe some categorization of high impact use cases, so
you are not inundated with, you know, the next Copilot that is
being used in a browser, for example.

Senator PETERS. Certainly that all those should be protected, but
obviously there are different risk levels. So is what you are saying,
make sure that we have category of risk levels? The risk of autono-
mous lethal weapon system is a whole lot different than a pre-
dictive maintenance for trucks. Is that what you are referring to?

Mr. KrRATSIOS. I am, yes. And I think for the purposes of these
inventories, I think impact is probably a better cut than risk. I
think to me, I like impact, of how is this particular Al application
making a difference in the way that an agency is providing its serv-
ices to citizens.

Senator PETERS. I am also concerned about the brain drain that
is occurring in Federal science agencies. The so-called Department
of Government Efficiency has fired, as you know, broad swaths of
workers without—not on the basis of poor performance, basically
indiscriminately, and sometimes without even knowing what those
workers were responsible for—in the case of workers that were
overseeing the nuclear arsenal, for example.

These firings included scientists and experts at NASA, the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, and
the National Institutes for Standards and Technology, or NIST.
DOGE has also created a workplace environment where issue area
experts are essentially being harassed with the explicit goal of get-
ting them to resign.

This environment is not conducive to ensuring the Government
can retain the top talent in science fields, which is essential for our
competitive advantage, which we need for AI, and space explo-
ration, and manufacturing, et cetera.

So my question for you, sir, is do you agree that it is essential
to retain top science and technology talent in the Federal Govern-
ment to further success of the United States? And if so, how would
you advise the President to reverse course in these policies that are
actually having these folks with very specialized and important tal-
ent being fired?

Mr. KrATSIOS. I do believe that it is important for all of our
science and technology agencies to have high skilled, technical and
scientific folks there to do the very important work for American
people. I also think it is entirely reasonable for a new President to
be able to evaluate the team that he has on the field across his
agencies, and sort of make the necessary changes to ensure that he
can achieve the goals that he campaigned on and won.

Senator PETERS. Well, the key word there is to evaluate. There
is no evidence that there was any evaluation going on. It was indis-
criminate across the board. In fact, the thing that really caught me
is that because it is probationary employees that are new ones,
there was basically people who were promoted.

So they were outstanding performers. They got promoted to a dif-
ferent job, and now that is probationary. So we actually fired peo-
ple who just got promoted because of their outstanding work.

Congratulations, you did a great job. You are now fired. I don’t
think that works in any business. I hope that you would step up
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angl say that doesn’t work in the science enterprise as well. Yes or
no?

Mr. KRATSIOS. Oh, thank—yes, if I am involved in any of this in
the future, I certainly will bring to bear important—the importance
of science and technological advice at all of these agencies.

Senator PETERS. Very good.

The CHAIRMAN. OK. I am now going to recognize Senator Rosen.
And I am going to entrust the gavel to Senator Rosen while I run
to vote. And I am going to have trust and confidence that in my
absence, she is not going to seek unanimous consent to dissolve the
White House, or the Department of Commerce, or something else.

STATEMENT OF HON. JACKY ROSEN,
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEVADA

Senator ROSEN. I will not. Maybe I will just declare my birthday
a holiday or something.

The CHAIRMAN. There you go. Knock yourself out.

[Laughter.]

Senator ROSEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you for
the nominees, your families, for being here today, for your willing-
ness to serve. I am going to talk a little bit about consumer prices,
because over the past several years, Americans have seen sky-
rocketing prices for everything from groceries to housing.

And in many sectors, consolidation, of course, has led to higher
costs, less competition, and often no choice for consumers of where
to shop. And that is why last year I pushed the FTC to sue to block
the Kroger, Albertson’s grocery store merger, the mega merger that
would have eliminated good paying jobs and led to even higher food
prices in my home state of Nevada and across the country. So, Mr.
Meador, if confirmed, would you support actions by the FTC to
block mergers up and down the grocery supply chain to prevent
further price increases for Nevadans? And of course, everybody in
this country has to eat no matter who you are, so I will say for ev-
eryone.

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you, Senator. I share those concerns. As a
father of six, I pay a lot attention to our grocery bill, and I think
it is an incredibly important topic. And yes, I can commit that if
confirmed, I will do everything I can to work—ensure that we are
enforcing competition up and down the grocery supply chain.

Senator ROSEN. And would you take action to review whether
bad actors are taking advantage of the current supply chain issues?
We know that there is dire egg shortages. We want to be sure that
people aren’t price gouging. And so, will you commit to working on
that as well?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator. I would be happy to help the staff
and Commissioners look into those issues.

Senator ROSEN. And another thing, we are talking about Al and,
of course, surveillance pricing. It is a new strategy where compa-
nies use personal data to change prices in real time for individual
consumers.

And so, this presents clear opportunities for discrimination and
for price gouging as the goal of surveillance pricing is to offer the
highest price to the specific customer who is willing to pay. For ex-
ample, a new mom shopping for diapers, seniors for over-the-
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counter medication, or construction workers—well, Las Vegas, it is
pretty hot out there and a Gatorade on a hot, sunny day.

As the new FTC Chair recently withdrew the request for com-
ments that the Commission had open on surveillance pricing—he
closed it nearly 3 months early. I am concerned that this signals
a lack of concern about rising consumer prices and the FTC’s man-
date to protect Americans from these discriminatory practices.

So, again, would you commit to support publishing the comments
received under the FTC’s RFI and surveilling pricing, and support
the publication of those findings? I think this is akin to price
gouging in some ways as they track you around and decide who is
going to pay what depending on who you are.

Mr. MEADOR. Thank you. Senator. I can commit, if confirmed, to
working with the staff to get up to speed on this issue and under-
stand what investigative efforts they have undertaken to look into
it, getting up to speed on the record and then working collabo-
ratively with the Commission to find the best path forward.

Senator ROSEN. Because like you said, you are a father of six,
and I bet you buy a lot of cereal in your home. And that you don’t
want to—suddenly you go in and the price of cereal is double the
price for—I am an empty nester. Double the price or triple the
price it is for me.

Mr. MEADOR. We would be target number one.

Senator ROSEN. You would be target number one. I hope not. I
hope not. Thank you. I want to move now to talking about
DeepSeek and China. So, Mr. Kratsios, in your role as Director of
OSTP, you will be required to develop and lead the Nation’s Al
strategy.

We have seen huge and alarming AI advancements in China,
with more efficient models like DeepSeek and investments in ad-
vanced data centers. With this innovation comes serious threats. I
am concerned about the possibility of new AI platforms like
DeepSeek being used to extract sensitive data from users.

Additionally, DeepSeek is open source. The loopholes in its code
could easily be copied into other platforms. I am the only former
computer programmer in the U.S. Senate. This can happen pretty
darn easily. And recent reports also indicate a DeepSeek uninten-
tionally exposed sensitive data, including chat history on publicly
accessible databases.

So, Mr. Kratsios, how do you plan to collaborate with the private
sector to ensure that our AI models have minimum security re-
quirements, so they don’t create a backdoor or allow public access
to user data, to private data? And how should Congress be thinking
about this challenge with respect to the models coming out of our
adversary nations?

Mr. KrATsIOS. I think those are all excellent points, and I think
it is critical, at least for the Government, to be thinking very care-
fully on how to work with these individual model developers to
think through some of these issues. I think a lot of them are very
technical and scientific in nature.

And one most important—or one of the most important things
that the Federal Government can do is support the measurement
science necessary in order to be able to test and evaluate these
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models. And an agency like NIST is a great place to refine the
measurement science around model evaluation.

I think the CEO of Anthropic was here in the Senate just two
years ago, and when he was discussing some of the challenges he
is facing was that the technological methodologies necessary to ac-
tually evaluate these models still did not exist.

This is a great opportunity for standards making agencies like
NIST to do the appropriate work on how you measure these mod-
els, and then they can be tested for all the variety of things that
you discussed.

Senator ROSEN. Thank you. And before I close it out, I am just
going to say I hope you would agree that we need a highly tech-
nical and skilled workforce in order to do this and protect America.
And I hope that you would support keeping the skilled workforce
that you have and not supporting these willy, nilly cuts. Thank
you.

Mr. KrATSIOS. A skilled workforce is absolutely critical.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Senator Duckworth.

STATEMENT OF HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH,
U.S. SENATOR FROM ILLINOIS

Senator DUCKWORTH. I was this close to the gavel, Mr. Chair-
man. This close.

[Laughter.]

Senator ROSEN. I know.

Senator DUCKWORTH. It was right here. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. Mr. Meador, welcome. On February 12, 2025, Acting Solicitor
General Sarah Harris notified Senator Dick Durbin, the Ranking
Member of the Senate Judiciary Committee that the Department
of Justice has determined that the statutory tenure protections for
members of FTC are unconstitutional.

Chairman Ferguson also publicly stated his agreement with this
position. I know Senator Lujan asked about FTC independence. Mr.
Meador, do you believe that the President should be able to fire
FTC Commissioners at will?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I believe that Americans are concerned
about high prices and the cost of living, and that the President is
committed to improving their condition. I believe that is why I was
nominated to this position. And what I can commit to is that if con-
firmed, that is what I will work to do every day, is to serve the
American people by helping improve the cost of living and of mar-
kets and protecting them from unfair and deceptive practices.

Senator DUCKWORTH. That is good sucking up to the President,
but you didn’t answer my question.

Mr. MEADOR. Senator

Senator DUCKWORTH. Do you believe that the President of the
United States should be able to fire FTC Commissioners at will?
It is a simple question, yes or no?

Mr. MEADOR. It is a simple question that is subject to litigation
in which the FTC is currently involved. I can’t speak to that. What
I can commit to and comment on is what I would do if confirm
which, again, Senator, would be to faithfully serve the American
people.
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Senator DUCKWORTH. If the President gave you an illegal order,
would you carry it out?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, what I would do, if confirmed, is show up
every day to enforce the law——

Senator DUCKWORTH. If the President gave you an illegal order,
would you carry it out? It is very simple—or unconstitutional?

. Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I would enforce the law without fear or
avor.

Senator DUCKWORTH. So will you carry out an illegal order if
President Trump gave you an illegal order to carry out?

Mr. MEADOR. I would enforce the law without fear or favor to
any party.

Senator DUCKWORTH. So you are not answering me. OK. Mr.
Meador, do you believe the FTC has any independence from the
President?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I think this falls under the same category
we discussed a moment ago.

Senator DUCKWORTH. OK, you are not being willing to answer.
Mr. Meador, do you believe the President can zero out the FTC’s
budget without any action from Congress?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I believe that Congress has the power of
the purse and works closely with the Congress—with the President
to determine funding for the Executive

Senator DUCKWORTH. Is the President allowed to zero funding for
the FTC, yes or no?

Mr. MEADOR. I have not looked into that. I am not aware of what
the legal precedents are there.

Senator DUCKWORTH. OK. I will submit the question for the
record. Please respond to me within 30 days.

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator.

Senator DUCKWORTH. Thank you. Over the past few years, I have
worked closely with FTC on addressing shortages of infant formula,
which have affected families across the country.

Last year, the FTC issued its report on infant formula supply
chain disruptions, which came after a multi-year investigation.

Mr. Meador, would commit to supporting investigations by the
FTC that highlight markets where there has been a lack of com-
petition, such as in the infant formula market?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator. I think it is important we focus our
enforcement efforts where there are the most competitive harms. I
would be very eager to work with staff to achieve that.

Senator DUCKWORTH. Thank you. Do you believe that the FTC
has a role to play in investigating practices that may be increasing
the cost of living for Americans?

Mr. MEADOR. Absolutely. Where we have a reason to believe that
those practices violate Section 5 of the FTC Act or another statute
that we enforce, we should proceed with an investigation.

Senator DUCKWORTH. OK. As you may know, Illinois has one of
the strongest biometric privacy laws in the country, the Illinois Bi-
ometric Information Privacy Act. Many Americans are concerned
about the use of their biometric data, like face and eye scans, fin-
gerprints, or voice patterns for unauthorized purposes.

For example, in 2023, the FTC and DOJ charged Amazon with
violating children’s privacy laws by keeping children’s voice data
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from Alexa recordings in order to make their Al smarter. In 2023,
the FTC issued a Commission policy statement about the use of bi-
ometric information.

Mr. Meador, do you agree with the principles of that FTC state-
ment, the Commission policy statement about the use of biometric
information?

Mr. MEADOR. Senator, I have not had an occasion to review that
policy statement, but if confirmed, I would look forward to getting
up to speed on those matters.

Senator DUCKWORTH. Will you report back to me?

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Senator.

Senator DUCKWORTH. Thank you. How would you, Mr. Meador,
work with states like Illinois to protect biometric information?

Mr. MEADOR. So I think cooperation between the FTC and states
is one of the most important things we can do. We do it a lot on
the antitrust side. I think it would be a benefit on the consumer
protection side as well.

Senator DUCKWORTH. Just on background, for your information,
the FTC’s 2023 Commission policy statement about the use of bio-
metric information raised significant concerns around the misuse of
biometric data, such as discrimination against protected classes, Al
applications like deepfakes, and unauthorized disclosure leaks of
biometric data.

So I hope you will keep that in mind. I am going to yield back
24 seconds, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Meador.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. Thank you to both our
nominees, Mr. Kratsios and Mr. Meador. My final question is re-
quired of all nominees. If confirmed, do you pledge to work collabo-
ratively with this committee to provide thorough and timely re-
sponses to this committee’s request and to appear before this com-
mittee when requested?

Mr. KraTsios. I do.

Mr. MEADOR. Yes, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. I have 17 various letters of support
from multiple organizations for Mr. Kratsios’s nomination and Mr.
Meador’s nomination that I ask unanimous consent to be inserted
in the hearing record. Without objection, so ordered.

[The information referred to follows:]
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The Honorable John Thune

Majority Leader, United States Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman, Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
167 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination Endorsement for White House Office of Science and Technology Policy Leadership
Dear Majority Leader Thune and Chairman Cruz:

We, the undersigned right-of-center groups and individuals, write to express our support for the nomination
of Michael Kratsios as Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP).

Mr. Kratsios’ exemplary record in the public and private sector make him uniquely qualified to lead OSTP. As
Chief Technology Officer of the United States, as well as the Managing Director of Scale AL he consistently
supported initiatives to support American technological power and progress, such as the American Al
Initiative and the National Quantum Initiative Act, respectively. His vision and expertise are critical to
advancing America’s technological preeminence in an era of global competition.

With the Trump administration working to promote government efficiency, diffuse Al-enabled technology
among federal agencies, and lay the groundwork for continued American economic and strategic power in
key technologies, leadership is of the utmost importance. Mr. Kratsios is the right person to coordinate such
efforts and should be confirmed post haste.

From Al and crypto to outer space and cutting edge research, OSTP is in charge of coordinating policy around
numerous issues of utmost importance to President Trump and the broader cause of promoting American
dynamism. The sooner Mr. Kratsios is confirmed, the sooner the Trump administration can get to work on
these priorities. As such, we strongly urge the Senate to take up his nomination post haste. Once confirmed,
Mr. Kratsios will champion policies that solidify U.S. technological leadership, empower American innovators,
and promote prosperity and stability for all Americans.
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There is no better choice to lead OSTP than Michael Kratsios. We strongly urge this committee to recognize his
qualifications and unanimously support his nomination, securing a brighter, more innovative future for our
nation.

Sincerely,

Chris Koopman, Executive Director, Abundance Institute

Brian Chau, Executive Director, Alliance for the Future

Nick Solheim, Chief Executive Officer, American Moment

Jon Schweppe, Policy Director, American Principles Project

Grover Norquist, President, Americans for Tax Reform

Aiden Buzzetti, President, Bull Moose Project

Bill Drexel, Fellow, Center for New American Security

Nathan Leamer, Executive Director, Digital First Project

James Erwin, Director, Digital Liberty

Neil Chilson, Fmr. Chief Technologist, Federal Trade Commission
Zach Graves, Executive Director, Foundation for American Innovation
Michael Toscano, Executive Director, Institute for Family Studies
Nate Fischer, CEO, New Founding

Tom Hebert, Director, Open Competition Center

Dan Savickas, Vice President of Policy and Government Affairs, Taxpayers Protection Alliance

*Organization i listed for identification purposes only.
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The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Chuck Schumer

Majority Leader, United States Senate Minority Leader, United States Senate

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 511 Hart Senate Office Building, Room 322
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Ted Cruz The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Chairman, Senate Committee on Commerce, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation Science, and Transportation

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 554 Russell Senate Office Building, Room 254
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination Endorsement for White House Office of Scii and Technology Policy Leadership

We, the undersigned founders, investors, executives, and technologists, write to express our strong
support for Michael Kratsios's nomination as Director of the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP). His exceptional qualifications and proven leadership uniquely position him to
address the critical scientific and technological challenges facing the United States.

As Chief Technology Officer of the United States, Mr. Kratsios led transformative initiatives such as the
American Al Initiative and the implementation of the National Quantum Initiative Act. His leadership in
these efforts demonstrated a forward-thinking approach to fostering innovation, aligning technological
progress with national priorities. This expertise is especially valuable as entrepreneurs and investors
navigate evolving opportunities and regulatory landscapes in artificial intelligence, climate technology,
and decentralized finance.

The little tech ecosystem depends on leaders who understand the intersection of technology, policy, and
economic strategy. Mr. Kratsios has consistently championed innovation while prioritizing national
competitiveness. His work on critical emerging technologies—from drones to high-performance
computing—underscores his holistic vision for leveraging technology to strengthen economic growth and
bolster national security.

In a time when American leadership is needed, Mr. Kratsios’s experience and vision make him an
outstanding candidate to lead OSTP. His track record of supporting entrepreneurial ecosystems, driving
innovation, and enhancing U.S. global competitiveness demonstrates his readiness to serve in this critical
role.

We respectfully urge the Committee to advance his confirmation. We are confident that Mr. Kratsios will
drive essential technology initiatives that bolster U.S. leadership, support the workforce, and secure
long-term prosperity for entrepreneurs and the broader economy.
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Sincerely,

Zak Kukoff, Chair, Tech Practice, Lewis-Burke Associates

Joshua Steinman, Former Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs
Michael Gibson, Co-Founder, 1517 Fund

Zak Slayback, Partner, 1517 Fund

Anitha Vadavatha, Founder, AB Plus Ventures

Shivdev Rao, CEO, Abridge AT INC

Bala Chandrasekaran, Partner, Alt Capital

Jack Altman, Managing Partner, Alt Capital

Patrick Blumenthal, Founder, Anomaly Fund

Jordan Bramble, CEO, Antares

Jack Clark, Co-Founder and Head of Policy, Anthropic

Nathaniel Blake Scholl, Founder / CEO, Boom Supersonic

Brandon Yan, Treasury Manager, Elastic

Blake Pierson, Co-Founder & CEOQ, Fathom

Dylan Field, CEO, Figma

Nick Allen, President, Frontier Foundation

Teresa Carlson, President, General Catalyst Institute

Stuart Buck, Executive Director, Good Science Project

Christopher Power, CEO and Founder, Hadrian

Joseph Malchow, General Partner, Hanover

Peter Chandler, Executive Director, Internet Works

Austin Bishop, CEO, New American Industrial Alliance

Richard Fuisz, CEO, Nonfiction Labs

Jacob DeWitte, CEQ, Oklo

Camilo Acosta, Managing Director, Perceptive Ventures

Garry Tan, Y Combinator, President and CEO

Christopher Grieco, General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer, Rain

Charles Lindsay, Artist, SETI Institute

Ron Conway, Founder and Managing Partner, SV Angel

Austin Bishop, General Partner, Tamarack Global

Kempton White, Founder & CEO, The Emissions Capture Company Group Limited
Brandon Palumbo, Director of Policy & Government Relations, Travel Technology Association
Andrew Antar, Founder, Tune.FM

Ash Shrivastav, Managing Partner, Uma Ventures

Laurent Crenshaw, President, Visionary Strategic Advisors

Jennifer Pahlka, Author, Recoding America; Fmr. US Deputy CTO

Delian Asparouhov, Co-Founder and President, Varda Space Industries; Partner, Founders Fund
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Quantum
I Industry
Coalition

January 23, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz The Honorable Maria Cantwell
Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation Transportation

United States Senate United States Senate

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

The Quantum Industry Coalition (QIC) is a group of companies dedicated to maintaining the United
States’ leadership in the development and commercialization of quantum technologies. Our members
range from start-ups to Fortune 100 companies focusing on a variety of aspects of quantum technology,
including hardware, software, and application development.

We write in strong support of President Trump’s nomination of Michael Kratsios' to be the Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and Science Advisor to the President. Mr. Kratsios served
admirably in the first Trump Administration in a variety of key technology-related roles. In particular, he
led the implementation of the National Quantum Initiative Act, including organizing the National
Quantum Coordination Office.

U.S. quantum leadership depends on successfully expanding from quantum research to applying quantum
technology. Federal departments and agencies have the opportunity to begin using quantum computers,
sensors, networks, and cryptography to advance their missions. Mr. Kratsios is well-positioned to help
catalyze this transition.

Quantum technology has important military and civil implications. Mr. Kratsios’ senior leadership
experience at both OSTP and the Department of Defense enables him to guide U.S. research,
development, and application of quantum technologies in both areas in ways that are mutually
reinforcing, leading to more rapid and efficient progress. His understanding of how quantum will work
with other technologies such as machine learning and artificial intelligence will be critically important to
ensuring U.S. leadership at the intersection of these technologies.

We urge that the Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee move quickly to place Mr. Kratsios’
nomination before the full Senate, where we trust his nomination will be confirmed.

Sincerely,

2 200/,
Paul Stimers
Executive Director

Quantum Industry Coalition
www.quantumindustrycoal
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OFFICE of the PRESIDENT

January 24, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz, Chair Senator Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member
U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation Science, and Transportation

Russell Senate Office Building 254 Dirksen Senate Office Building 554
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the confirmation of Michael Kratsios as the Director
of the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP). Given his extensive background in technology
policy, his leadership experience, and his commitment to fostering innovation, I believe he is
exceptionally qualified to guide OSTP at this critical inflection point.

Michael has a proven track record in both public and private sectors, which positions him to serve in this
vital role. His tenure as the Chief Technology Officer of the United States showcased his ability to
integrate technology policy with national priorities, resulting in initiatives that not only advanced
scientific research but also facilitated dynamic collaboration between government, academia, and
industry. I had the pleasure of working with him during the previous Trump administration and under his
leadership, significant strides were made in areas such as artificial intelligence, robotics, quantum
computing, and advanced manufacturing.

Moreover, Michael has dem d a deep of the ethical implications of emerging

technologies. His commitment to ensuring that technology serves all Americans is crucial as we navigate
an i ingly pl hnological land In addition, he recognizes the imperative to expand the
footprint of innovation to regions across the nation.

Under your leadership this Committee hosted the first major Senate hearing on Attificial Intelligence. I
am grateful for the work of this Committee in supporting our nation's researchers, innovators and
entrepreneurs. Michael Kratsios will help ensure that our nation seizes the moment for breakthroughs in
Al robotics and emerging technologies to ensure economic vitality and leadership in the 21st century.

Thank you for idering my recc dation for his confirmation.

Sincerely,
’E [
Farnam Jahania?

President
Henry L. Hillman President’s Chair

Carnegie Mellon University Farnam Jahanian Phone: 412.268.2200
5000 Forbes Avenue P Fa 412.263.2")30

o President ax;
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3890 Henry L. Hillman President’s Chair Email: president@emu.edu
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ORDER OF AHEPA

SUPREME LODGE HEADQUARTERS
AMERICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION

January 27, 2025

Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman

Senate Cc ittee on Cc Sci and Transportation
254 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Support Letter for Michael Kratsios
Dear Chairman Cruz:

It is with great pleasure that we show our strong support for President Donald J. Trump’s
appointee to be Director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, Michael
Kratsios.

‘We are extremely proud Mr. Kratsios has been an active member of the Order of AHEPA,
serving our community in Palmetto Chapter 284, Columbia, S.C. The Order of AHEPA is the
leading service association for millions of Americans of Greek heritage and Philhellenes.

During his time as an AHEPA member, Mr. Kratsios’ commitment to our mission demonstrates
his appreciation for the ancient Greek principles of education, philanthropy, civic responsibility,
and family and individual excellence. We strongly contend his understanding of these
principles—ideals that have guided mankind’s greatest philosophers, statesmen, and
academicians—and have led to the birth of Western civilization and democracy—will be an asset in
service to our great nation.

Set to lead our nation’s technology policy in an era of great advancement, particularly
concerning Al, we are confident that Mr. Kratsios would be an excellent addition to the Trump
administration. We support his appointment and look forward to his confirmation by the U.S.
Senate.

Thank you for your time and for taking our support of Mr. Kratsios into consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

/ 2
Ll % / Gt V/ L//
Savas C. Tsivicos

National President

1909 Q STREET, NW + WASHINGTON, DC 20009+ (202)232-6300 * FAX (202) 232-2140
Website: il
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<BISRI QED-C

January 27, 2025

The Honorable John Thune

Majority Leader, United States Senate
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 511
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman, Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 554

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 254

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Thune, Senator Cruz and Senator Cantwell:

| write in strong support of the nomination of Michael Kratsios as director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) in the White House. Filling the position of OSTP
director is a matter that is timely and even urgent. It is critical that the OSTP director be in
place as soon as possible to provide guidance to the President and others in the Executive
Office of the President on science and technology matters—new and ongoing—that have
national impact. In particular, quantum technologies are critical and emerging technologies
and an area that is increasingly important for US national and economic security. The United
States is in a race with China, which has demonstrated significant capabilities in quantum
computing and quantum communications. Government priorities in this area should include
continued investments in basic research and workforce development, promotion of practical
applications for quantum technologies that provide technological advantage as well as
economic benefits, and implementation of appropriate controls when necessary to protect
national security.

The Quantum Economic Development Consortium (QED-C), was established by the
National Quantum Initiative Act and is managed by SRI International. The NQI Act was
passed with bipartisan support and signed by President Trump in 2018. QED-C’s mission is
to enable and grow the U.S. quantum industry, in part by identifying use cases for the
emerging technology and gaps that need to be filled. The consortium has published dozens
of reports on uses of quantum for everything from biomedicine and GPS-free navigation to
logistics and securing the electric grid (available online). Today, QED-C is the premier
quantum industry consortium with approximately 260 members, and partners representing
more than 40 government agencies including the National Quantum Coordination Office
(NQCO) located within OSTP. To achieve the QED-C mission to enable and grow the U.S.
quantum industry, the consortium works closely with OSTP, the NQCO, and the National
Science and Technology Council (NSTC) interagency subcommittees on Quantum
Information Science and on Economic and Security Implications of Quantum.

Mr. Kratsios has a deep understanding of policies and priorities related to quantum
technologies thanks to his previous role as Chief Technology Officer at OSTP and his tenure
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as acting Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering during the first Trump
administration. In addition, he has experience in the private sector and appreciates the
competing interests and factors that must be considered when setting policy. Kratsios is
skillful at bringing together teams of experts to accomplish priorities and will be an effective
OSTP leader.

On behalf of the quantum community, | look forward to working with Michael Kratsios upon
his confirmation.

Sincerely,

Lta /a?ﬁuz“
Celia Merzbacher
Executive Director

Quantum Economic Development Consortium
SRl International

cc:

Chance Costello
Alex Sachtjen
Brad Grantz
Omri Ceren
Daniel Taylor
Lila Helms

2
1100 Wilson Bivd, Suite 2800 « Ariington, VA 22209 « USA +1(703) 524-2053 @ SRI
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January 27, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 554

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 254

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell,

We, the undersigned associations and groups, write to express our strong support for
the nomination of Mr. Michael Kratsios to serve as Director of the White House Office of
Science and Technology Policy (OSTP).

Mr. Kratsios possesses extensive experience and a profound understanding of the
pivotal role innovation plays in maintaining and advancing America's global leadership.
As Chief Technology Officer of the United States during the previous administration, he
spearheaded the development of critical policies aimed at ensuring American
dominance in emerging industries. His tenure was marked by a commitment to fostering
technological advancements that enhance U.S. competitiveness and by a demonstrated
capacity for collaborative, bipartisan engagement.

Notably, Mr. Kratsios led national initiatives in artificial intelligence, quantum computing,
and broadband, including efforts to drive the next generation of connectivity. He was the
architect of the American Al Initiative, the national strategy for promoting American
leadership in Al, and oversaw the implementation of the bipartisan National Quantum
Initiative Act, including the establishment of a new National Quantum Coordination
Office in the White House. Additionally, he led efforts to integrate drones into the
national airspace system and launched the COVID-19 High Performance Computing
Consortium to accelerate scientific discovery in the fight against the virus.

Upon confirmation, we are confident that Mr. Kratsios will continue to drive essential
technology initiatives that bolster U.S. leadership, support the American workforce, and
secure prosperity and security for all citizens.



At this pivotal moment for emerging technologies, Mr. Kratsios stands out as an
exemplary choice to lead OSTP. We respectfully urge the Committee to expedite his

review and confirmation for this vital role.

Sincerely,

Morgan Reed
President
ACT | The App Association

Susan Miller

President and CEO

ATIS | Alliance for Telecommunications
Industry Solutions

Brian Darmody

Chief Strategy Officer

AURP | Association of University
Research Parks

Victoria Espinel
CEO
Business Software Alliance

The Honorable Deborah L. Wince-Smith
President and CEO
Council on Competitiveness

Matt Schruers

President and CEO

Computer & Communications Industry
Association

Gary Shapiro
CEO and Vice Chair
Consumer Technology Association

Meredith Attwell Baker
President and CEO
CTIA

Zach Graves
Executive Director
Foundation for American Innovation

Christian Dawson
Executive Director
Internet Infrastructure Coalition

The Honorable Chip Pickering
CEO
INCOMPAS

Jason Oxman
President and CEO
Information Technology Industry Council

Coach Kathy Kemper
Founder and CEO
Institute for Education

Paul Sanberg
President
National Academy of Inventors

Bobby Franklin
CEO
National Venture Capital Association
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Julius Krein
Chair of Board of Directors
New American Industrial Alliance

John Neuffer
President and CEO
Semiconductor Industry Association

Linda Moore
President and CEO
TechNet

Elizabeth A. Hyman
CEO
XR Association



Chair
Mr. Brian T. Moynihan
Bank of America

Business Vice-chair
Mr. Dan Helfrich
Deloitte Consulting LLP

University Vice-chair
Ms. Joan TA. Gabel
University of Pittsburgh

Labor Vice-chair
Mr. Kenneth W. Cooper
IBEW

Chairman Emeritus

Mr. Charles O. Holliday, Jr.
President & CEO

The Honorable Deborah L.
Wince-Smith

Council on Competitiveness

Executive Committee
Mr. William H. Bohnett
Whitecap Investements

Mr. Walter (Ted) Carter, Jr.
Ohio State University

Dr. Mung Chiang
Purdue University

Dr. James Clements
Clemson University

Mr. Jim Clifton
Gallup, Inc.

Dr. Michael M. Crow
Arizona State University

Dr. Sheryl Handler
Ab Initio

Dr. Famam Jahanian
Carnegie Mellon University

Dr. Mehmood Khan
Hevolution Foundation

Dr. Pradeep Khosla
University of California, San Diego

Dr. Gary S. May
University of California, Davis

Mr. John May
Deere & Company

Dr. Santa J. Ono
University of Michigan

Mr. Nicholas T. Pinchuk
Snap-On Incorporated

Dr. Donde Plowman
University of Tennessee

Ms. Randi Weingarten
American Federation
of Teachers, AFL-CIO

Dr. David Kwabena Wilson
Morgan State University

Dr. W. Randolph Woodson
North Carolina State University

Mr. Paul A. Yarossi
HNTB Holding Ltd.

Founder
Mr. John A. Young
The Hewlett Packard Company
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1

Compete.
Council on
January 28, 2025 Competitiveness
The Honorable Ted Cruz
Chairman

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 554
‘Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 254

‘Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

I write to you to express my strongest possible support for the nomination of Mr. Michael Kratsios
to serve as Director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP).

Michael is a tremendous leader, and his experiences both in the public and private sectors to shape
and help navigate a constantly evolving and transforming science, technology, and innovation
landscape would serve well the citizens of the United States and the President.

After leaving the first Trump Administration, Michael served up until his nomination as a
Distinguished Fellow with the Council on Competitiveness providing invaluable guidance and
expertise on critical science and technology issues impacting U.S. productivity and economic
growth, prosperity, and national security. His expertise and knowledge of the cutting-edge of
emerging and converging technology frontiers such as Al, quantum and cyber security are built
upon both significant business experience, as well as deep policy engagement. During the first
Trump Administration, he led national efforts such as the quantum initiative, and demonstrated his
ability to work across all relevant ies to optimize U.S. i in h and
developmem And in his work as Undersecretary of Defense, he understood and anticipated the

g vity between and national security, and the need for the Department to
panner proactively with America’s hyper-innovative private sector on technologies with
increasing dual-use applications.

As the Council’s private sector leadership and members undertake important new initiatives on the
future of U.S. innovation, leadership in advanced computing to support the Al revolution, and the
power and potential of the bioeconomy, we look forward to working with the new Administration
in partnership with leaders like Michael Kratsios in his role as Director of OSTP.

Sincerely,

Qb £t D

Deborah L. Wince-Smith
President & CEO
Council on Competitiveness

900 17th Street | Suite 700 | Washington, D.C. 20006 | T 202 682 4292 | Compete.org
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s The App Association
January 29, 2025
The Honorable Ted Cruz The Honorable Maria Cantwell
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation Transportation
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, District of Columbia 20510 Washington, District of Columbia 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell,

ACT | The App Association supports the nomination of Michael Kratsios to serve as Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) in the White House. Mr. Kratsios has a track record
of success in unifying a sprawling federal government around pro-growth policies that will benefit
small business innovators.

The App Association is the leading trade group representing small business application developers
and connected device companies in the United States and around the world. These companies
drive a global app economy worth $6.3 trillion, which supports 6.1 million American jobs. App
Association members leverage the connectivity of smart devices to create innovative solutions that
introduce new efficiencies across consumer and enterprise use cases. They rely on forward-
thinking government that prioritizes unleashing small business growth and success in the app
economy.

During the first Trump Administration, Mr. Kratsios led several initiatives that make him uniquely
qualified for the OSTP Director role. He designed the first national artificial intelligence (Al) strategy,
oversaw implementation of the National Quantum Initiative Act, and led a billion-dollar investment
in research institutes to advance quantum and Al research and development in the United States.
Notably, he undertook these major governmental actions, establishing the United States as a
leader in Al governance, while avoiding saddling emerging technologies with unnecessary and
costly regulation or liability. This kind of balance is crucial to protecting the incentive for private
sector competitors to develop, deliver, and improve on Al services and quantum technologies.
Small businesses reap the benefits when incentives to invest soar—and they are disproportionately
harmed when investment dries up and capital-intensive technologies stagnate. Mr. Kratsios’s
approach would serve small business innovators’ interests well.

We urge this Committee to quickly confirm Mr. Kratsios and look forward to working with you on
related issues that affect App Association members in the 119th Congress.

Sincerely,
Morgan Reed

President
ACT | The App Association
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February 7, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation Transportation

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Dear Chair Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell,

| write to urge your support for the appointment of Michael Kratsios as Director of the Office
of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP). Mr. Kratsios provides an experienced hand given
his previous service at the highest levels of U.S. science and technology (S&T) policy. He is
well-positioned to shepherd a bold S&T policy agenda that will advance U.S. competitiveness
and innovation, and ensure the national security interests required to make America great.

In his roles in the previous Trump Administration, including Chief Technology Officer of the
United States and Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Research & Engineering, he helped
to drive several consequential initiatives in vital areas like STEM education, critical minerals,
planetary defense, high-performance computing, and Industries of the Future. As a senior
leader within OSTP, Mr. Kratsios stood up the American Artificial Intelligence (Al) Initiative
and the National Quantum Coordination Office, which brought universities, industry, and
national labs together to foster world-class research in these critical areas.

His nomination comes at a critical time for the country. Global competition is fierce in
several areas of S&T under the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee’s purview
—including astronautics and aeronautics, advanced manufacturing, and basic science in all
fields. Washington needs to empower our scientists and engineers to make the discoveries
that will lay the groundwork for future growth, while encouraging the next generation of
innovators.

Mr. Kratsios possesses the knowledge and vision to advance the U.S. research enterprise and
American science. We look forward to working with him again to ensure America remains at
the forefront of global S&T. We encourage the Committee to expeditiously advance his
nomination.

Sincerely,

Barbara R. Snyder
President
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February 7, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman of the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation United States
254 Russel Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Re: Nomination Endor t for Ci issi for the Federal Trade Commission

Dear Chairman Ted Cruz,

‘We are a group of conservative organizations and thought leaders who support expediently
confirming Mark Meador as a commissioner of the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). On
November 5, 2024, the American people gave our government an unprecedented and powerful
mandate when electing President Donald Trump. They gave him a clear mission: fix our broken
political system and take our country back from the elites, liberal mobs, and deep state directing
our country towards certain disaster.

President Trump is currently positioning himself to fulfill that mandate by assembling an
administration aimed at relinquishing the Herculean grip these corporate factions have on our
society at an elemental level.

In that vein, we believe Mr. Meador is essential to realizing the President’s goal because of the
important role the FTC plays in regulating markets and consumer protection. Indeed, the FTC is
one of our premier competition regulators. It evaluates predatory pricing and can bring suit
against unlawful cartels that manipulate food prices, our rent, and distortions in the market
caused by investors’ DEI and ESG agendas. What’s more, the prevalence and undue influence of
these coordinated corporate coterie also requires its primary consumer protection agency to give
parents a fighting chance by fighting for them.

President Trump has signaled that he plans on continuing the fight in his second term. And for
good reason as these companies have the capacity to bend markets and even facts to their will.

Big Tech, in particular, has an incredible amount of influence over what see and do.

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) stated that social media is "destroying lives" and "threatening
democracy itself." Senator Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) aptly lamented that Big Tech “has
consumed too much power, and they are going to use it to censor [us].”

They are especially hurting our children. As you, Senator Cruz, rightly said that “[e]very parent
with a young child or a teenager either worries about, or knows first-hand, the real harms and
dangers of addicted and anxiety-inducing social media.”

But Big Tech is only part of the issue as there are other corporations working to exert influence
in the background. Index funds, like BlackRock or Vanguard, have been linked to using their
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influence over companies to promote ESG movements,' advance DEI,? and may even be behind
debanking efforts against conservatives.> Without strong leadership at the FTC, these issues will
only exacerbate.

‘Worse, large pharmaceutical companies have leveraged deceptive advertising to push harmful
puberty blockers on children. Big Pharma consistently and blatantly misrepresents the permanent
effects these drugs have on kids. And, yet, we continue to see no federal enforcement, especially
at the FTC.

Since the Trump Administration’s first term, we have seen a complete lack of federal leadership
under the Biden Administration on these key issues impacting families. States have had to bear
the sole burden in protecting consumers from these anticompetitive and deceptive practices. On
the competition front, for instance, Texas’s Attorney General sued BlackRock, Vanguard, and
State Street for conspiracy to artificially constrict the coal market, which “increased the cost of
electricity for Americans....”*

Even when it comes to enforcing basic consumer protection laws, Biden’s FTC—again, the
U.S.’s primary consumer protection enforcer—was noticeably absent. State AG offices operating
on shoestring budgets were the ones left alone to carry the cross. Texas AG, not the FTC, is
investigating how Big Pharma may be misleading parents through deceptive advertising by
failing to disclose the true (and potentially irreversible) side effects of puberty blockers.’ To
prevent the addictive effects social media has on kids, the Virginia’s AG, not the FTC, sued
TikTok for “intentionally [pushing its] addictive [products on]...adolescents, deceiv[ing parents]
about content suitability for children over 12, and misrepresent[ing] the risk of Chinese
government access to user data.”® And Texas, not the FTC, is suing TikTok for “deceptively

! Montana Dept. of Justice, 4tforney General Knudsen Demands Answers from Wells Fargo for Debanking
Practices, Press Release (Mar. 7, 2024), hitps://dojmt. gov/attorney-general-knudsen-d ds-answers-from-wells-
fargo-for-debanking-practices/.

2U.S. Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, New Banking GOP Report Reveals How Asset
Managers Use Proxy, Press Release, https://www.banking.senate. banking-gop-report-
reveals-how-asset- -use-proxy-voting-power-to-advance-liberal-
policies#:~:text=The%20staff%20report%2C%20titled%20%E2%80%9CThe,%2C%20and%20governance)%20and
%20DEI%20.

3 Fox News, House Oversight Chairman Says There’s Ev;dence af Conservanve Debanlang, Hints at Investigation,
(Jan. 26, 2025), https://www.foxnews.com/media/t vative-
debanking-hints-investigation.

4 The Office of Ken Paxton Attomey General of Texas, Attorney General Ken Paxton Sues BlackRock, State Street,
and Vanguard for lllegally Conspiring to Manipulate Energy Markets, Driving Up Costs for Consumers Press

Release (Nov 27, 2024) httns /| WWW. paxt
J-illegall o0 ipul
* Office of the Attorney General of Texas Consumer Protection Division, Clv1| Investigative Demand (Apr. 14,
2022), https://www. files/i
TD_Abbvie.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_t
erm=.

¢ DataGuidance, thmm AG Sues Til kTok ﬁ7r Violations of . State Consumer Protection Laws, (Jan. 22, 2025),
https:/www.d: news/vi Q- tiktok-violati t:
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marketing its app as safe for minors, despite regularly showing inappropriate and explicit
material to children.””

If we want to make any headway on any of these important issues, we need a strong FTC; these
AGs cannot do it alone.

The great news is that President Trump is poised to reverse the trend and fight for our families
and democracy. This is made evident by him selecting Mark Meador as commissioner of the
FTC. Mr. Meador has been a long-time advocate for strong, yet targeted, antitrust and consumer
protection enforcement. He is a well-regarded and influential antitrust scholar. He also has the
resume to back it up spanning across both antitrust agencies and as a staffer on Capitol Hill.
President Trump could not have chosen a better champion to assist him in ushering in America’s
golden age.

To be sure, the FTC will be an essential agency to ensure President Trump’s vision becomes
reality. We have less than 4 years to get our country back. Every day one of President Trump’s
nominees sit on the sidelines is another day lost in our golden age’s realization. Mr. Meador is
integral to that plan. It’s why the Senate confirming Mr. Meador expeditiously is paramount.

Thus, we respectfully request that the Senate Commerce Committee expedite Mr. Meador’s
confirmation, so that we can get America back on track.

Sincerely,

Aiden Buzzetti
President
The Bull Moose Project

Terry Schilling
President
American Principles Project

Julius Krein
Editor
The Journal of American Affairs

Josh Hammer
Senior Counsel
Article III Project

7 The Office of Ken Paxton Attorney General of Texas, Atforney General Ken Paxton Sues TikTok for Deceptively
Promoting Its App as Safe for Children Despite Proliferation of Inappropriate and Explicit Content, Press Release
(Jan. 9, 2025), https: 1 1 Y=g I-ken-paxt tiktok-deceptively-
promoting-its-app-safe-children-despite.
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Oren Cass
Founder & Chief Economist
American Compass

Nathan Leamer
Executive Director
Digital First Project

Clare Morell
Fellow
Ethics and Public Policy Center*

Ryan Williams
President
Claremont Institute

Rachel Bovard
Vice President of Programs
Conservative Partnership Institute*

Ryan Walker
Executive Vice President
Heritage Action for America

Nick Solheim
CEO
American Moment*

* Organization shown for identi) ion purposes only. No endorsement by the organization is
implied.
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DR

February 18, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

The Commercial Drone Alliance (“CDA”)! strongly supports the nomination of Michael Kratsios as
Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP). Mr. Kratsios is a longtime champion for
safe and secure commercial unmanned aircraft system (UAS, or drone) integration. We urge the
Committee to swiftly consider and advance Mr. Kratsios’ nomination to this very important role at this
critical time for the drone industry.

The commercial drone industry is delivering significant economic and societal benefits for millions of
Americans. Commercial drone operations stretch across several industries, from commercial package
delivery to inspections of critical infrastructure and utilities, generating millions of dollars in revenue and
creating thousands of jobs. The drone industry is projected to contribute billions of dollars to the global
economy over the next decade, with some projections as high as $90 billion by 2030.2 Indeed, Congress
has repeatedly and rightly emphasized the tremendous potential of expanded UAS operations to enhance
commercial and academic use, spur economic growth, and improve emergency response. With the right
leadership and support, the UAS industry can play a critical role in re-establishing America’s leadership
position in global aviation and automation technologies. The maturation of this domestic industrial base
is critical to our current and future economic and national security interests. This is a national imperative.

1 The CDA is an independent non-profit organization led by key leaders in the commercial drone industry. The CDA has actively
participated in rulemakings and policy efforts to facilitate the safe and secure development and expansion of commercial drone
operations. The CDA works with all levels of government to collaborate on policies for industry growth and seeks to educate the
public on the safe and responsible use of commercial drones to achieve ic benefits and ht ian gains. We bring
together commercial drone end-users, manufacturers, service providers, advanced air mobility companies, drone security
companies, and vertical markets including oil and gas, precision agriculture, construction, security, communications technology,
infrastructure, newsgathering, filmmaking, and more. Learn more at https://www.commercialdronealliance.ora/.

2 |evitate Capital, The Future of the Drone Economy: A Comprehensive Analysis of the Economic Potential, Market
Opportunities, and Strategic Considerations in the Drone Economy 1 (Dec. 2020), https://levitatecap.com/levitate/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/L evitate-Capital-White-Paper.pdf.
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Texoma
Semiconductor
Tech Hub

February 19, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman

Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member

Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Subject: Support for the nomination of Mr. Michael Kratsios for Director of White House OSTP
Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

Please accept this letter as an indication of our support for the nomination of Mr. Michael
Kratsios for Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) within the White
House. Mr. Kratsios’ background and experience make him an ideal candidate for this position.
His previous experience as the U.S. Chief Technology Officer and Deputy Director of OSTP
demonstrated his business acumen, his grasp of the complexities of technology-based
economies, and his understanding of the broad areas of advanced technology. In short, Mr.
Kratsios is the ideal person at the right time to provide critical technology leadership for our
nation as we face unprecedented global economic threats and challenges.

The Texoma Semiconductor Tech Hub (TSTH) is one of 31 federally-designated tech hubs focused
on growing economic opportunities for the United States and strengthening our domestic
technology industries. In particular, the TSTH is focused on strengthening our domestic
semiconductor chip manufacturing industry in the North Texas (Texoma) region. Strengthening
our domestic semiconductor manufacturing base is critical to our economic and national security.
Congress has recognized the urgency and previously enacted the CHIPS Act. The State of Texas
followed with state-level support and initiatives for the semiconductor manufacturing industry.
Texas and the Texoma region have much to offer and the future of the semiconductor industry
in the Texoma region is very bright.

Time is of the essence. Mr. Kratsios understands the technical and policy aspects of technology
and the need for a regulatory regime that complements—not constrains—large-scale growth of
our domestic technology industries for the benefit of the American public. The TSTH urges the
swift confirmation and designation of Mr. Kratsios to this important role and we look forward to
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exoma
Semiconductor
Tech Hub
partnering with him to uphold the United States as the global leader in technology into a new era

of economic opportunity.

Sincerely,

T

James Grimsley
Regional Innovation Officer / Texoma Semiconductor Tech Hub

grimsleyi@smu.edu / 405-514-7365
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SMALL VAV
COALITION
A Partnership for
Safety & Innovation

February 21, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Supporting the Nomination of Michael Kratsios
Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

The Small UAV Coalition? (“Coalition”) respectfully submits this letter of support for President
Trump’s nomination of Michael Kratsios to serve as Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy (“OSTP”) in the Executive Office of the President. Members of the Small UAV
Coalition share an interest in advancing legislative, regulatory and policy reforms to allow the
UAS industry to scale operations of commercial drones beyond the visual line of sight, with
varying degrees of autonomy, to deliver manifold benefits to individuals and businesses through
the country and around the world. As your Committee has recognized, commercial drone
operations save lives, time, and money while reducing the transportation sector’s carbon
footprint.

Mr. Kratsios was a significant force in the first Trump administration in advancing development
of new technologies, including aviation technologies. As OSTP’s Chief Technology Officer, he was

1 Members of the Small UAV Coalition are listed at www.smalluavcoalition.org.

\
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a strong advocate for the safe integration of drones in the national airspace. Mr. Kratsios was
critical in establishing the Federal Aviation Administration’s UAS Integration Pilot Program
(“IPP”), which was mandated by Presidential Memorandum of October 25, 2017, and
subsequently codified in the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018. His knowledge, experience, and
judgment make him very well qualified to lead OSTP in supporting safe and secure innovation
across various technology sectors.

The Coalition commends the Committee’s leadership in enacting the forward-leaning FAA
Reauthorization Act of 2024. While many of the Act’s deliverables of greatest interest to the
Coalition and its members are directed to the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) and FAA,
support from the White House as a general matter, and OSTP in particular, will be critical to
ensure that DOT and FAA comply, fully and in a timely manner, with the provisions in the Act.

We therefore support without qualification the nomination of Mr. Kratsios for the position of
OSTP Director and urge his expeditious confirmation.

Sincerely,

gregory.walden@dgagroup.com
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February 24, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 554

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 254

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

On behalf of the Software and Information Industry Association (SIIA), | am writing to express
our support for the nomination of Michael Kratsios to serve as Director of the White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP). SlIA is the principal trade association for the
software and digital content industries, representing global leaders in technology, data, and
innovation.

The role of the Director of OSTP is a critical one for the issues that matter to our membership.
Our members rely on OSTP to advance sound policy guidance for emerging technologies,
including artificial intelligence (Al) and to lead in coordinating key science and technology
efforts across the interagency. OSTP has an important role in advancing U.S. interests in the
global tech competition and ensuring that the United States continues to lead in Al and other
critical and emerging technologies.

We believe Mr. Kratsios is uniquely situated to lead OSTP owing in part to his significant
experience both in the federal government — including as Chief Technology Officer (CTO) at
OSTP — and in the technology industry. Notably, as CTO during the previous Trump
administration, Mr. Kratsios led initiatives to foster U.S. leadership in Al and other emerging
technologies, such as quantum computing. His role in advancing Al is particularly noteworthy.
During his tenure, President Trump laid the groundwork for national Al policy through the first
executive order on Al and passage of the National Al Initiative Act of 2020. Mr. Kratsios led the
establishment of the National Al Initiative Office within OSTP and oversaw the American Al
Initiative - a comprehensive approach to advancing Al innovation, investing in Al research and
development, tackling challenges around data and compute resources, and more. Mr. Kratsios



112

also negotiated bilateral agreements to harmonize Al policy with key allies and partners,
recognizing the importance of alignment for U.S. economic and national security interests.

We urge the Committee to favorably report Mr. Kratsios’ nomination. We believe his leadership
will strengthen OSTP’s ability to advance U.S. innovation, secure global competitiveness, and
support science and technological policy to drive economic progress.

Thank you for considering our views.

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher A. Mohr

President
Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA)
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ASSOCIATION OF

PUBLIC &7

LAND-GRANT

UNIVERSITIES
February 24, 2025
The Honorable Ted Cruz The Honorable Maria Cantwell
Chairman Ranking Member
U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation Science and Transportation
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell,

As president of the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU), I am pleased to express my
support for President Trump’s nomination of Michael Kratsios as Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP). I urge the Senate Commerce Committee and U.S. Senate to advance the nominee.

APLU is a membership organization that fosters a community of university leaders collectively working to
advance the mission of public research universities. The association’s U.S membership consists of more than
230 public research universities and systems across all 50 states. The association and its members collectively
focus on student success and workforce readiness; promoting pathbreaking scientific research; and bolstering
economic and community engagement.

Mr. Kratsios brings a wealth of experience in senior science and technology roles in the U.S. government and
private sector, including at OSTP and the Department of Defense. As Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy U.S. Chief Technology Officer under the previous Trump administration, Mr. Kratsios led important
national strategic planning in fields such as artificial intelligence, quantum computing, and advanced
manufacturing. APLU appreciates Mr. Kratsios’ recognition that our nation’s public universities are essential
partners in maintaining U.S. leadership in these critical technologies, especially at a moment of intense global
competition.

Mr. Kratsios’ continued service with OSTP will ensure strong science and technology advice is available to the
Office of the President. I hope Mr. Kratsios will be able to serve as a vital bridge between the administration,
federal research agencies, and the academic research community as we collectively work to maintain U.S.
scientific leadership.

T urge the Commerce Committee and U.S. Senate to confirm Mr. Kratsios as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Mark Becker, President

Association of Public and Land-grant Universities

CC: Members of the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

1220 L St, NW, Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20005-4018 | 202.478.6040 | www.aplu.org
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USTELECOM =}-THE BROADBAND ASSOCIATION

JONATHAN SPALTER
President and Chief Executive Officer

February 24, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz The Honorable Maria Cantwell
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Commerce Committee Senate Commerce Committee

554 Dirksen Senate Office Building 254 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC, 20510 Washington, DC, 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell,

On behalf of USTelecom — The Broadband Association, I write to express strong support for the
nomination of Michael Kratsios as Director of the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP). USTelecom represents our nation’s broadband providers whose
digital infrastructure forms the backbone of the technological revolution. We are confident that
Mr. Kratsios’ proven leadership across various government roles and his forward-thinking
approach to emerging technologies will prepare him well for this position.

As Chief Technology Officer of the United States, Mr. Kratsios was deeply engaged in
nationwide initiatives on broadband, 5G and artificial intelligence. In this new role, his
leadership will be essential in fostering economic growth, accelerating American innovation
leadership, achieving universal broadband access, and strengthening our nation’s security. Mr.
Kratsios’ experience in balancing innovation with governance will help ensure that the U.S.
remains at the forefront of technological leadership while maintaining the resilience of our
technology ecosystem.

We look forward to working with Mr. Kratsios and his team to ensure that our nation’s
broadband networks continue to drive economic and technological progress. Collaboration is key
to advancing broadband deployment and other technological innovations and USTelecom
supports strengthening public-private partnerships to drive meaningful progress together.

We urge the Senate to confirm Mr. Kratsios” nomination swiftly so that he may continue his
work in shaping policies that drive innovation, security, and connectivity for all Americans.

Sincerely,

yr—

Jonathan Spalter
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The CHAIRMAN. Senators will have until the close of business on
Thursday, February 27 to submit questions for the record.

The nominees will have until the close of business on Monday,
March 3, to respond to those questions. That concludes today’s
hearing. The Committee stands adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 12:15 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.]






APPENDIX

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. JOHN THUNE TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. Advanced artificial intelligence (A.I.) is a revolutionary technology
that has the potential to improve health care, agriculture, logistics, supply chains,
and countless other industries. How would you approach A.I. regulation to protect
consumers, harness major advancement, and limit government intervention?

Answer. I share your view that artificial intelligence holds immense promise for
innovation across sectors. If confirmed, I would work with stakeholders in govern-
ment, industry, and academia to ensure we take a balanced approach: protecting
consumers and national interests while maintaining an environment where innova-
tion can thrive.

Question 2. Will you commit to working with this committee on a light-touch, pro-
innovation legislative framework for A.I.?

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I look forward to working with this committee to for-
ward a legislative framework for AI that will ensure continued American leadership
in AI and public trust in the development and use of Al systems.

Question 3. Coordination across Federal agencies is essential to ensuring the eco-
nomic benefits of licensed and unlicensed spectrum do not compromise national se-
curity efforts. Can you commit to working with your counterparts across the admin-
istration and members of this committee to expand access to licensed and unlicensed
spectrum without compromising national security?

Answer. Yes. I believe effective interagency coordination can help ensure that ex-
panded access to spectrum provides economic benefits to the American people with-
out compromising our national security.

Question 4. As a member of Secretary Burgum’s National Energy Dominance
Council, will you commit to helping the President’s administration achieve an all-
of-the:}above energy strategy that will help the U.S. achieve global energy domi-
nance?

Answer. Yes. American energy dominance is critical to our plans to lead the world
in the development and deployment of emerging technologies such as artificial intel-
ligence and quantum information science. If confirmed, I look forward to supporting
the work of the Council.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. JERRY MORAN TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. Mr. Kratsios, during Congress’s development of the CHIPS and
Science Act, I advocated for increased funding to states that have historically re-
ceived a very small fraction of the Federal research and development resources. Ef-
forts to increase such funding in the CHIPS and Science Act include provisions rais-
ing the percentage of NSF research funding to EPSCoR states like Kansas from 13
percent to 20 percent. I believe engaging researchers across the country is critical
for U.S. competitiveness in key technology areas, including advanced manufacturing
and biotechnology.

e If confirmed, how do you plan to support policies that increase scientific and

technological development in states like Kansas?

Answer. I recognize the importance of broadening our national research base so
that every region can contribute to—and benefit from—U.S. innovation. If con-
firmed, I would work with Federal departments and agencies and Congress on pro-
grams like EPSCoR, in an effort to continue expanding research opportunities, fos-
ter partnerships with local universities and businesses, and strengthen our Nation’s
overall scientific capacity.

Question 2. Congress is concerned about intellectual property theft and the trans-
fer of sensitive technologies to China through U.S. universities.

(117)
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e Mr. Kratsios, what steps would you take as OSTP Director to mitigate these

risks without stifling academic research?

Answer. I recognize the importance of protecting sensitive technologies while
maintaining an open, collaborative research environment. If confirmed, I would
work with Federal agencies, universities, and industry to ensure research and inno-
vation thrives while safeguarding our national interests.

e Mr. Kratsios, how would you address participation by U.S. academics in Chi-
nese talent recruitment programs, such as the Thousand Talents Program?
Answer. Chinese talent recruitment programs may pose serious risks to national
security and may violate conflict-of-interest policies at educational institutions re-
ceiving Federal funding. If confirmed, I would work with relevant Federal agencies,
universities, and industry to ensure there is transparency, as provided by relevant
statutory and regulatory requirements.

e Mr. Kratsios, what specific policies or guidelines would you propose to univer-
sities to ensure transparency regarding foreign funding, particularly from Chi-
nese sources, without imposing overly restrictive regulations?

Answer. I believe in a balanced approach that enhances visibility into foreign con-
tributions without creating excessive burdens on legitimate research. If confirmed,
I am happy to work with Congress on proposals that may bring more transparency.

e Mr. Kratsios, given your experience with emerging technologies, how would you
leverage OSTP’s authority to strengthen U.S. academic resilience against Chi-
nese influence in fields like Al, quantum computing, and 5G?

Answer. If confirmed, I would encourage coordinated interagency strategies—

partnering with institutions on best practices to protect sensitive research and facili-
tate safe, productive international partnerships where appropriate.

Question 3. Mr. Kratsios, how do you see the commercialization of space explo-
ration shaping the future of U.S. leadership in space, and what role should OSTP
play in advancing this agenda?

e Mr. Kratsios, during your time as U.S. Chief Technology Officer, you cham-
pioned emerging technologies. How would you apply that experience to accel-
erate the growth of the commercial space sector?

Answer. Commercial space exploration significantly shapes America’s leadership.
If confirmed, I would encourage a strong ecosystem that involves government, indus-
try, and academia, ensuring we stay at the forefront of space innovation and eco-
nomic growth.

e Mr. Kratsios, NASA has increasingly partnered with companies like SpaceX and
Blue Origin. How would you strengthen public-private partnerships to ensure
they benefit both U.S. taxpayers and the commercial space industry?

Answer. During my time as U.S. CTO, I worked to prioritize emerging tech-
nologies and streamline regulations. If confirmed, I would build on these efforts,
partnering with NASA, the FAA, and other agencies to create a supportive environ-
ment for commercial space ventures.

e Mr. Kratsios, what policies would you advocate for to encourage small and me-
dium-sized enterprises to enter the commercial space market, beyond the domi-
nance of major players?

Answer. I believe a dynamic space sector requires diverse participants. If con-

firmed, I would advocate for simplified regulations and Federal opportunities that
encourage smaller innovators to compete and thrive.

e Mr. Kratsios, how would OSTP under your leadership coordinate with agencies
like NASA, the FAA, and the Department of Commerce to streamline regula-
tions for commercial space activities?

Answer. Interagency coordination is key to creating a predictable regulatory envi-

ronment. If confirmed, I would champion collaborative efforts to align Federal pol-
icy, ensuring our space industry remains agile and competitive.

e Mr. Kratsios, how would you encourage private investment in high-risk, high-
reward space technologies that may not yield immediate commercial returns?
Answer. High-risk, high-reward research has the potential to generate significant
technological breakthroughs. If confirmed, I would explore ways to ensure private
capital is not deterred from supporting next-generation space capabilities.

Question 4. Mr. Kratsios, you have been a strong advocate for American leader-
ship in aviation innovation, especially under the first Trump Administration. Our
global adversaries, particularly China, are investing in Advanced Air Mobility
(AAM) and drones, and President Trump has spoken of the need to lead the world
in AAM. What do you plan to do make certain the U.S. leads in this technology,
and would you support an Executive Order to make AAM a national priority?
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Answer. Advanced Air Mobility is poised to reshape aviation. If confirmed, I would
collaborate with industry and agency partners to identify key research areas, work-
force needs, and regulatory challenges facing the industry. As for an Executive
Order, I would offer any insights requested by the President to prioritize AAM.

e How would you define ‘aerospace dominance’ in the context of U.S. national in-
terests, and what role should OSTP play in securing it over the next decade?
Answer. Aerospace dominance entails sustained leadership in technology, manu-
facturing, and operational capabilities across the aerospace sector. OSTP can help
set research priorities, coordinate policy across agencies, and foster international
partnerships that keep the U.S. at the forefront of aerospace innovation over the
next decade.

e Given your experience as U.S. Chief Technology Officer, what do you see as the
g}l;eatgst threats to U.S. aerospace dominance today, and how would you address
them?

Answer. Factors include global competition, supply chain vulnerabilities, and tal-
ent shortages. If confirmed, I would work through the policy coordination process
with relevant agencies to craft a coordinated Federal strategy to ensure U.S. aero-
space dominance.

e How would you ensure that U.S. advancements in aerospace technology con-
tinue to set the global standard, particularly in the face of rising competition
from China and Russia?

Answer. I believe coordinated Federal R&D efforts, strong private sector partner-

ships, and active international engagement help shape global norms. If confirmed,
I would work with agencies and industry to maintain our competitive edge.

e What policies would you propose to bolster the U.S. aerospace supply chain,
partic;llarly in light of recent disruptions and dependencies on foreign compo-
nents?

Answer. Recent disruptions highlight the need for resilient supply chains. If con-
firmed, I would consult with stakeholders and agencies on potential strategies—like
diversifying suppliers and supporting domestic manufacturing—to reduce depend-
encies on foreign sources.

e Aerospace dominance relies on a skilled workforce. How would you work to
strengthen STEM education and training programs to meet the demands of the
aerospace industry?

Answer. A robust pipeline for STEM and STEM-adjacent occupations is essential.
If confirmed, I would advocate for collaborative programs among government, aca-
iiemlia, and industry that expand access to aerospace-related fields at all education
evels.

o What strategies would you pursue to retain top aerospace talent in the U.S. and
prevent brain drain to competitor nations?
Answer. If confirmed, I would support policies that promote aerospace innovation
here in the United States, such as advanced research opportunities and competitive
career prospects, encouraging top talent to build and work domestically.

e How would you streamline regulations to encourage innovation in the aerospace

sector without compromising safety or security?

Answer. If confirmed, I would engage industry experts to identify potential bar-
riers to innovation, and would work with regulatory agencies to identify policies that
remove those barriers where appropriate, while upholding aviation’s high safety
standards.

e What long-term investments in aerospace infrastructure—such as launch facili-

ties or testing grounds—would you prioritize to keep the U.S. ahead?

Answer. If confirmed, I would engage agencies and industry experts to identify
policies that support strategic projects that strengthen America’s aerospace founda-
tion.

Question 5. The development and use of emerging technology like artificial intel-
ligence must continue to be promoted, rather than suppressed, by the U.S. intellec-
tual property system. Existing U.S. IP law is capable of addressing issues related
to artificial intelligence and serves to promote creative activity in Al technology.
While unique issues might arise in the future that may require additional legisla-
tion or regulation, the technology-neutral nature of the U.S. Copyright Act is suffi-
cient to address present issues regarding Al and copyright.

e Mr. Kratsios, in order for the United States to continue to lead on artificial in-
telligence, will you commit to promoting U.S. intellectual property law, includ-
ing limitations and exceptions to U.S. copyright law like the fair use doctrine,
abroad?
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Answer. U.S. laws around intellectual property protections and fair use are cor-
nerstones of American innovation. If confirmed, I would collaborate with diplomatic
and trade partners to defend U.S. law internationally and ensure continued global
U.S. leadership in AL

e Can you speak to the importance of a risk-based, flexible, and technology-neu-
tral regulatory approach when considering the intersection between emerging
technology and copyright?

Answer. Having regulatory approaches that are risk-based, flexible, and tech-
nology-neutral, including for copyright law, ensure that regulation can keep pace
with technological innovation. If confirmed, I would work with relevant agencies to
ensure that regulatory frameworks can handle new technological developments and
provide clarity to innovators.

Under the previous Trump administration, you played a key role in advancing the
first-ever OECD Principles on Al. Although the Biden Administration carried forth
much of that work, the threat of regulatory fragmentation, driven by markets like
the EU eager to embed their vision of prescriptive governance, is a growing threat.

e Mr. Kratsios, what is your vision for U.S. leadership on Al governance among

like-minded states through forums such as the OECD and G7?

Answer. Building upon prior initiatives, I believe that the United States should
champion pro-innovation policies that uphold American values. If confirmed, I would
work closely with allies and like-minded states to prevent regulatory fragmentation
and defend American interests on the international stage.

e What specific principles can the U.S. advance to ensure that leading U.S. firms
maintain consistent, fair access to foreign markets?
Answer. If confirmed, I would work with relevant agencies to combat barriers that
limit U.S. competitiveness, including advocating against forced technology transfer
and harmful IP-related practices as a condition of entering a foreign market.

Question 6. Mr. Kratsios, I am the chairman of the Commerce, Justice, and
Science Appropriations Subcommittee that provides funding to OSTP and several
science agencies, including NASA, NOAA, and NIST.

e If confirmed, how will you work with Congress to secure the funding necessary

to support long-term research and development priorities?

Answer. Collaboration between appropriators and Federal agencies is key. Every
Fiscal Year, the OSTP Director partners with the OMB Director to author a memo-
randum on the Federal government’s research and development priorities. If I am
confirmed, I intend to work with OMB to set the Administration’s R&D budget pri-
orities and to work in partnership with Congress to fund those priorities to ensure
American leadership in emerging technologies.

Question 7. Mr. Kratsios, given your background is primarily in technology policy,
how do you plan to address the scientific research components of the job?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to assembling a team of subject matter ex-
perts v&ﬁth varied technical expertise across Administration priorities on scientific
research.

Question 8. Mr. Kratsios, in 2019 in your role as Chief Technology Officer of the
United States, you helped lead the White House’s Summit on America’s Bioeconomy,
where the importance of the bioeconomy as a national strategic research and devel-
opment priority was discussed. During the summit you also highlighted the Admin-
istration’s commitment to ensuring American leadership in emerging technologies,
which includes investment in R&D, the workforce, and removing regulatory barriers
to growth.

That commitment is more important than ever in helping encourage domestic bio-
manufacturing in states like Kansas. Corn and soy farmers in Kansas benefit from
market demand created by the manufacture of biobased products. According to
USDA’s estimates, over 11,570 direct jobs and over 10,680 spillover jobs in Kansas
are supported by the biobased chemicals, biorefining, enzyme, forest products, and
biobased plastic sectors. These activities generate over $782 million in direct eco-
nomic value and nearly $836 million in spillover economic value to Kansas’s econ-
omy.

e Given the importance to our economic growth and the implications for national
security, do you and the Trump Administration remain committed to growing
the bioeconomy’s talent, data, and infrastructure?

Answer. I remain committed to ensuring continued American innovation in bio-
technology and encouraging domestic biomanufacturing, recognizing the importance
of the bioeconomy to our economy and national security. If confirmed, I look forward
to working with relevant stakeholders and agencies to realize these goals.
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RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. DAN SULLIVAN TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. With Huawei, we have a recent grave example of the CCP utilization
of preferential policies and financing to enable the expansion of its telecommuni-
cations equipment globally, imbedding itself in networks capable of espionage or
sabotage of U.S. and global networks.

In reaction, Congress and the Administration created restrictions on the use of
Huawei equipment, funded the removal of the equipment from U.S. networks, and
enacted restrictions on exports of U.S. tech to ensure that Huawei cannot benefit
from U.S. innovations.

We have a new profound risk with AI, as we can anticipate that the CCP will
take similar interest in exporting Chinese developed large language models around
the world that can be the basis to provide citizen facing basic government services
(taxes, healthcare, benefits).

e What can the U.S. government be doing to ensure U.S. tech companies are glob-

ally competitive against foreign rivals?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Congress and relevant agen-
cies on a robust, two-pronged policy agenda to both promote and protect American
innovation, ensuring that we develop the best technologies here at home and defend
our technologies domestically and globally from malign influence.

e Are our global development agencies positioned to support the export of Amer-
ican technology and software?
Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with our global develop-
ment agencies to craft a coordinated strategy to support the export of strategically
important American technology abroad.

Question 2. As Director of OSTP, pursuant to the President’s AI E.O. on January
23rd, you will be one of the chief architects charged with developing an Al policy
“action plan” by July 22, 2025. At OSTP, you have purview to advise the President
on science and technology across all Federal programs and activities.

e How do we ensure that our agencies across the Federal government are spend-
ing research and development funds on the most important areas of AI? What
do you see as the current priority?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to evaluating existing national Al research
and development strategic plans to identify research priorities, such as the measure-
ment science which underpins large language model testing and evaluation. I will
plan to work with research agencies to better understand their R&D priorities and
facilitate interagency AI R&D coordination through the National Science and Tech-
nology Council.

Question 3. During the Biden Administration, I was concerned that the Biden Ex-
ecutive Order on Al created uncertainty over regulating potential harms associated
with generative Al that could stifle U.S. competitiveness and ability to innovate. For
example, during the unveiling of the Al Safety Institute in London VP Harris made
statements at the unveiling trying to redefine an existential threat to include the
“full spectrum” of threats, including bias, discrimination and the spread of
disinformation. Some of the identified harms extend beyond scientific concerns and
delve into social policy realms.

e How do we ensure that the U.S. is pursuing risk-based guidance to industry

that ensures U.S. leadership and competitiveness?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working with agencies to coordinate a use-
case and sector-specific, risk-based policy approach across sectors and ensure that
the private sector can support continued U.S. Al leadership.

Question 4. The CHIPS and Science Act directed the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy to establish and lead the interagency Subcommittee on Microelec-
tronics Leadership. This group is intended to coordinate the national strategy on
microelectronics research across the government’s science investments to ensure
U.S. leadership in this critical technology.

e How will the Office of Science and Technology Policy—under your leadership—
ensure that the portfolio of research investments made by the U.S. outpaces
other nations who are ramping their innovation programs to try to capture mar-
ket leadership?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Subcommittee on Microelectronics
Leadership and relevant agencies to align R&D priorities, avoid duplication of effort,
and capitalize on the creativity of American industry and academia.

Question 5. The formidable leaps in the capability of today’s Al systems rests on

many decades of academic research supported by Federal science programs such as
the DOE Office of Science and the National Science Foundation. And these offices
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continue to support development of Al algorithms and information processing
science that will extend the capabilities of Al far beyond what is possible today.

e What actions will the Office of Science and Technology Policy—under your lead-
ership—take to ensure that upstream research is fully supported in areas such
as mathematics, materials science, chemistry, physics, etc. to secure Al leader-
ship for the U.S.?

Answer. Foundational research forms the bedrock of tomorrow’s breakthroughs. If
confirmed, I will champion support for fundamental science at agencies like NSF
and DOE, as well as interagency initiatives that drive cross-agency collaboration.
These efforts will be central to America’s continued Al leadership.

Question 6. In addition to incentivizing the construction of fabs in the U.S., the
CHIPS Act also makes substantial investments in more applied research for piloting
and prototyping in the semiconductor industry. Since passage of the CHIPS Act,
companies have partnered with the Departments of Commerce and Defense to in-
form these R&D programs to ensure they meet the industry’s needs.

e What role will OSTP play in maximizing continuity and efficiency of these pro-
grams to ensure the private sector can meet their R&D and innovation
timelines and maintain U.S. leadership in microelectronics?

Answer. A close, iterative dialogue between Federal program managers and indus-
try is vital. If confirmed, I look forward to learning more about how these programs
]a)refbeing facilitated and how OSTP can support the Departments of Commerce and

efense.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. TIM SHEEHY TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. Holmium Copper II (HoCu2) is required for every quantum computer,
but its development is currently dominated by a Chinese company. The Critical Re-
sources Summit (CRS3.0) in Bozeman, Montana, on April 8-9th will address this
underexamined issue and other critical materials vulnerabilities. Will you attend
CRS3.0 and engage on these issues?

Answer. I appreciate the importance of critical materials to our emerging tech-
nologies. While I cannot confirm my schedule at this point, I value these discussions
and, if confirmed, will ensure OSTP representation engages with experts and stake-
holders to address critical supply chain vulnerabilities.

Question 2. Will you review the importance of the National Quantum Initiative
Advisory Committee to ensure effective representation of expertise on the quantum
supply chain?

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will review the Committee’s composition to ensure
it includes the necessary technical and industry expertise. This input is crucial to
fortifying our quantum ecosystem and maintaining U.S. leadership in this field.

Question 3. Should Congress give the Artificial Intelligence Safety Institute (AISI)
an export promotion mandate, and make it an independent arbiter charged with
conducting evaluations of American and foreign Al models to detect security threats,
political bias, and censorship?

Answer. I look forward to working with the Commerce Department and inter-
agency partners to better assess the AISI and help chart the best part forward for
the institute to ensure continued American leadership in artificial intelligence.

Question 4. What is your overall vision for AISI?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working with the Department of Com-
merce and interagency partners to better assess the AISI and help chart the best
path forward for the institute to ensure continued American leadership in artificial
intelligence.

Question 5. If Federal support for science is frequently upstream of private sector
innovation, how can Congress support the administration’s efforts to reduce bu-
reaucracy and ensure Federal science dollars get more bang for their buck?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Congress and agencies to
further study existing administrative research burdens and address them directly.
Federally funded scientists should be empowered to spend less time on administra-
tive requirements and more time on scientific research.

Question 6. How can Congress support the development of critical infrastructure,
such as high-performance computing and secure data centers, to maintain the U.S.’s
leadership in AI and ensure resilience against cyber threats?

Answer. Advanced computing infrastructure is essential to accelerate Al research
and maintain our competitive edge. If confirmed, I look forward to working with
DOE, NSF, and other relevant agencies on their computing initiatives.
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Question 7. What can Congress do to help unlock the large, scientific datasets at
DOE, HHS, NSF and elsewhere to enable open, Al-driven research platforms?

Answer. Federal datasets are a valuable national resource. If confirmed, I would
work with agencies to encourage secure data sharing and standardized formats that
can help unlock research breakthroughs across multiple disciplines.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. MARIA CANTWELL TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Scale Al. After leaving the first Trump Administration, you joined the startup
company Scale Al as its first-ever Managing Director. A core component of Scale
AT’s business is using independent contractors—often known as “taskers”—to review
and label data sets that train AI models.

Scale Al has been accused of mistreating its workers and outsourcing much of its
work to countries with weak labor practices. For example, an August 2023 Wash-
ington Post report documented how Scale Al set up shop in the Philippines, where
labor protections are notoriously lax. Once there, the company allegedly delayed and
canceled payments to workers, and often paid below the minimum wage.

More recently, Scale Al has faced multiple lawsuits in the United States, alleging,
among other things, that the company misclassifies its workers to withhold pay and
other benefits. Alarmingly, one recent lawsuit claims the company also required
some workers to view disturbing imagines of traumatic events, such as assaults on
children, murders, and fatal car accidents, without proper safeguards, which re-
sulted in psychological distress.

My Office has also received complaints from multiple whistleblowers regarding
Scale AI. These former Scale AI workers detail concerning labor practices, including
wage theft and other broken promises on compensation. I take whistleblower com-
plaints like these very seriously.

Question 1. Mr. Kratsios, as Managing Director of Scale Al, what steps did you
take to ensure Scale AI's workers were fairly compensated?

Answer. While at Scale Al, I did not work on the part of the business the dealt
with taskers, which Scale calls contributors.

Question 2. How did you ensure that Scale Al workers were not put into an un-
safe position with respect to reviewing traumatic prompts and other materials?

Answer. While at Scale Al, I did not work on the part of the business the dealt
with taskers, which Scale calls contributors.

Question 3. You have spoken about the importance of American leadership in Al
How is Scale AI's apparent business model of outsourcing work to foreign countries
with weak labor protections consistent with this goal?

Answer. While at Scale Al, I did not work on the part of the business the deals
with taskers, which Scale calls contributors. I do believe in strong American leader-
ship in Al If confirmed, I would work with stakeholders to encourage responsible
supply-chain practices that uphold American values and maintain our competitive
edge.

Question 4. If confirmed, will you advocate for and prioritize fair and ethical
standards for the AI workforce?

Answer. While I was not involved in the Scale business related to contributors,
I remain firmly committed to promoting policies that protect workers, advance inno-
vation, and uphold American values.

President Trump Attacks on NSF Funding. Mr. Kratsios, the Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP) is responsible for coordinating with OMB to drive funding
decisions for U.S. science and technology priorities. As you know, Federal R&D
spending occurs across 15 agencies, including the Department of Defense (DOD), the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA), and the National Science Foundation (NSF). If confirmed, you
would play a critical role in driving these funding decisions.

A recent Science article reports that the Trump Administration is considering
slashing NSF’s annual budget by up to 66 percent. In addition, universities across
the country, including in my state such as the University of Washington School of
Public Health, are pausing offers to PhD students as well as offers of financial sup-
port to current graduate students. This would have devastating impacts on U.S. na-
tional and economic security interests. The United States cannot afford to retreat
in the global race for critical next-generation technologies, like Al and quantum
computing.
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Question 5. Mr. Kratsios, do you think cutting NSF’s budget by two-thirds would
further American leadership in emerging technologies?

Answer. The Trump Administration has not yet made a Budget request to Con-
gress. If I am confirmed, I intend to work with OMB to set the Administration’s
R&D budget priorities and to work in partnership with Congress to fund those pri-
orities to ensure American leadership in emerging technologies.

Question 6. If confirmed, will you commit to protecting NSF’s budget from the in-
discriminate cuts we are seeing elsewhere across the Federal government?

Answer. During my tenure as Chief Technology Officer of the United States, the
National Science Foundation received record funding. If confirmed, I look forward
to advancing an R&D agenda, including NSF funding, that ensures that the United
States leads the world in fundamental scientific and technological advances to im-
prove the lives of all Americans.

Space Commercialization. Mr. Kratsios, you have stressed the importance of
leveraging innovation through partnerships between government, academia, and the
private sector. Given the rapid evolution in space technology and the growing role
of commercial entities, understanding your vision on public-private collaboration in
space is critical for maintaining U.S. leadership.

Question 7. How do you envision OSTP facilitating public-private partnerships
specifically to drive innovation and economic growth in the commercial space sector?

Answer. I see public-private collaboration as a key component of the innovation
ecosystem. If confirmed, I would encourage interagency coordination and stake-
holder engagement to advance growth and competition in the commercial space sec-
tor.

Question 8. What policy or strategy reforms would you recommend to the Presi-
dent to ensure that the commercial space industrial base continues to include new
entrants with innovative approaches to providing space servicers and capabilities to
maintain U.S. international competitiveness and avoid over-reliance on a small
number of providers?

Answer. I support maintaining an environment that fosters competition and inno-
vation. If confirmed, I would advise the President on measures that lower barriers
to entry, encourage investment, and diversify participation in the space market.

Space System Resiliency and Sustainability. During your time at DOD, you fo-
cused broadly on technological leadership to protect our Nation against malign ac-
tors and adversarial practices. The security of space assets such as satellites and
associated communication and IT systems are an integral part of maintaining our
economic and national security leadership in space. Understanding your rec-
ommended strategy on protecting these critical assets is essential.

Question 9. What measures do you propose to enhance the resilience of U.S. space
infrastructure, particularly to ensure that we do not become overly reliant on any
single space company or single point of failure?

Answer. I believe resilience depends on robust R&D, diversified suppliers, and
close public-private collaboration. If confirmed, I would promote a strategic approach
that balances innovation with national security and avoids single points of failure.

International Science & Technology Cooperation. Mr. Kratsios, we have all ob-
served how the Administration’s focus in the early weeks on tariffs and trade have
produced mixed responses from many of our traditional allies. Many of our greatest
scientific achievements have benefited from robust international partnerships.

Question 10. What recommendation do you intend to provide the President regard-
ing the value of future large research and development projects with international
partners and allies?

Answer. The United States has a strong history of leadership in global research
and innovation. If confirmed, I will provide the President with assessments that
prioritize national interests, scientific excellence, and strategic partnerships while
ensuring that any international collaboration aligns with our economic and security
priorities.

Artificial Intelligence. As Chief Technology Officer, you built the American AI Ini-
tiative that included five key lines of effort designed to advance Al research invest-
ment and build America’s Al workforce. Congress codified the American Al Initia-
tive in 2020.

Building upon this work, last Congress I introduced legislation to support the de-
velopment of standards and testing for the most advanced AI models, as well as
supporting education and training efforts on AI at NSF and the National Institute
of Standards and Technology (NIST).
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Question 11. Mr. Kratsios, do you support the development of standards and test-
ing for the most advanced AI models?

Answer. Yes, in general I support a framework that provides standards and test-
ing without imposing excessive regulatory burdens.

Question 12. If confirmed, will you work with me on workforce development, edu-
cation, and training for Al to ensure that the U.S. remains at the forefront of Al
innovation?

Answer. Yes.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. AMY KLOBUCHAR TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is the
agency charged with partnering with industry and experts to develop standards that
foster innovation.

e There are public reports that the Administration is planning to fire proba-
tionary employees at NIST, many of whom are new hires in Al. How will firing
many of the Al experts the government has recently hired affect the govern-
ment’s ability to keep up with fast-moving developments in AI?

e If confirmed, will you commit to opposing the firing of these Al experts?

Answer. OSTP does not have hiring power over government agencies. If con-
firmed, I look forward to advancing an agenda that maintains American leadership
in artificial intelligence, including expanding world-leading Al expertise here in the
United States. I intend to leverage all resources—federal and nonfederal—to ensure
America remains the unchallenged leader in technological development.

Question 2. We're facing a projected workforce shortfall in STEM fields—300,000
engineers and 90,000 skilled technicians in the U.S. by 2030. Minnesota faces a
shortage of 18,000 workers in high-demand tech professions.

e How will you work to equip veterans and their spouses with the skills they need
to pursue careers in high-demand fields?

e If confirmed, will you work to reduce barriers limiting the recruitment, reten-
tion, and success of women in academic and government STEM research ca-
reers?

Answer. Ensuring that all individuals, including veterans, their spouses, and
women, have the opportunity to excel in STEM fields is essential for innovation. If
confirmed, I will support efforts to identify and address barriers to recruitment, re-
tention, and success in STEM careers, ensuring that the best talent has the oppor-
tunity to contribute to and benefit from these high-demand fields.

Question 3. I am working to make sure we have stronger rules of the road in place
when it comes to Al use. My bill with Majority Leader Thune—the AI Research, In-
novation, and Accountability Act—for example, would improve testing and evalua-
tion for critical-impact Al systems used to make decisions about critical infrastruc-
ture.

e In the past you've supported developing thoughtful Federal standards that can
help drive the widespread adoption of AI technologies across industries. If con-
firmed as OSTP Director, how do you plan to build on your previous work?

Answer. Establishing clear and robust Al standards is essential for widespread

Al adoption across industries. Such standards, when not overly burdensome, provide
a common framework that enables organizations to integrate Al solutions in a way
that accelerates innovation and economic growth. I continue to believe in the impor-
tance of Al standards for innovation, and, if confirmed, will build on my past work
to ensure continued progress.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. BRIAN SCHATZ TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

On February 18, 2025, President Trump announced an Executive Order (EO) enti-
tled, “Ensuring Accountability for All Agencies.” The EO institutes an unprece-
dented requirement for direct presidential oversight over actions, regulations, and
strategic plans by independent agencies, including the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC), Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC).
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Question 1. With the jurisdiction of the FTC, FCC, and SEC extending into
science and technology related matters, how will OSTP be involved in the presi-
dential oversight established by the EO?

Answer. I have not spoken to White House Counsel about this Executive Order.
However, under the previous Trump Administration, I worked in partnership with
many agencies to advance the President’s vision. I intend to again work with Fed-
eral and non-federal actors to ensure the United States maintains “unquestioned
and unchallenged global technological dominance,” as the President has said.

As Chief Technology Officer during President Trump’s first administration, you
played a key role in crafting the administration’s original AI policies, such as the
2019 Executive Order entitled, “Maintaining American Leadership in Artificial In-
telligence,” where you highlighted how developing Federal standards can drive the
widespread adoption of Al systems throughout industry.

Question 2. How do you plan to build on this work during your tenure?

Answer. Establishing clear and robust Al standards is essential for widespread
Al adoption across industries. Federal standards provide a common framework that
enables organizations to integrate Al solutions in a way that accelerates innovation
and economic growth. I continue to believe in the importance of AI standards for
innovation, and, if confirmed, will build on my past work to ensure continued
progress.

Question 3. If confirmed, will you advocate for the hiring or rehiring of tech-
nologists and Al experts at the National Institute of Standards and Technology to
help develop standards in alignment with these goals?

Answer. NIST plays a critical role in developing Al standards that support inno-
vation and competitiveness. If confirmed, I will look forward to assessing NIST’s
current efforts to ensure NIST has the necessary expertise and resources to fulfill
its mission effectively.

Question 4. Will you commit to ensuring that Al adoption prioritizes public safety
and consumer protection?

Answer. Public safety and consumer protection are important considerations in Al
adoption. If confirmed, I will support efforts to assess how to best incorporate these
priorities into policies that further innovation and economic growth.

According to reporting this week from the Pew Research Center, about half of
U.S. workers are worried about the future impact of Al in the workplace.

Question 5. How will you approach the challenge of preparing the American work-
force for Al impacts?

Answer. Al is transforming the workforce, and it’s important to assess its impact
on jobs and skills development. If confirmed, I will support efforts to explore strate-
gies that help workers adapt to technological changes, including education, training,
and workforce development initiatives.

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) Education

Education in core skills needed to develop and deploy critical emerging tech-
nologies in the U.S. is lagging behind our international counterparts, and could jeop-
ardize our future economic competitiveness and national security. Relative to other
countries, U.S. students’ performance is declining in real-world math skills and com-
putational thinking. In the field of quantum computing specifically, the U.S. is al-
ready facing a severe talent shortage due to an insufficient pipeline of talent.

Question 6. How will you advocate for improved STEM education in the U.S.
today to strengthen our emerging technologies workforce of tomorrow?

Answer. STEM education is essential for maintaining U.S. leadership in emerging
technologies. If confirmed, I will support efforts to assess and identify ways to en-
hance STEM education and workforce development to ensure a strong pipeline of
talent for the future.

Under President Trump’s first administration, concerns were raised about staffing
levels at OSTP. In July 2017, it was reported that OSTP had just 35 staff compared
to 135 under the prior administration. By April 2019, that number rose to just 58
staff.

Question 7. Given the critical national security and economic concerns under
OSTP’s jurisdiction, will you commit to ensuring consistent staffing levels at OSTP,
and that staff have sufficient technological and science expertise?

Answer. Maintaining expertise in science and technology is critical for OSTP’s
mission. If confirmed, I will assess the needs of the office to ensure it is positioned
to provide the President with effective guidance on science and technology priorities.
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Question 8. Under President Trump’s first administration, more than half of total
OSTP staff were detailees, fellows, and IPAs. In light of the elimination of certain
fellowship programs like the Presidential Management Fellowship, will you commit
to hiring more full-time experts at OSTP to fulfill talent needs?

Answer. Ensuring OSTP has the necessary expertise to fulfill its mission is very
important. However, given the limited OSTP budget, the use of detailees, fellows,
and IPAs is essential for obtaining the critical science and technology expertise
needed for OSTP to fulfill its mission. If confirmed, I will assess staffing needs and
explore the most effective options to maintain a strong and capable team that sup-
ports the President’s priorities.

In your testimony, you stated that “China has emerged as both our preeminent
geopolitical rival and our most formidable technological and scientific competitor,”
and described how OSTP will be critical in the effort to compete against global com-
petitors.

Question 9. Given the sensitivity of OSTP’s mission, what steps will you take to
ensure the physical and cybersecurity of OSTP’s data and work?

Answer. If confirmed, I would prioritize robust security measures and consult
with the relevant EOP components to maintain OSTP’s integrity.

Federal funding for scientific research has undergirded the economic and techno-
logical supremacy of the United States. It has been instrumental in developing
transformative technologies used in our day-to-day lives, from the Internet and GPS
revolutionizing communication and navigation, to barcodes streamlining commerce,
to MRI machines advancing medical diagnostics.

Question 10. Given the important role of the government in supporting early, pre-
commercialized science and technology research work, how will you encourage Fed-
eral research investments?

Answer. Federal R&D investments are vital to sustaining America’s edge. If con-
firmed, I would work with OMB and relevant agencies to review current Federal
R&D investments and ensure these investments are efficient and effective.

Question 11. How will you ensure that Federal science and technology research
is independent from potential conflicts of interest for members of the administra-
tion?

Answer. If confirmed, I would uphold conflict-of-interest guidelines and promote
transparency in Federal research programs.

During your confirmation hearing, you expressed that the President has the right
to evaluate, make changes to, and align his team with his administration’s goals.
In light of significant layoffs at agencies that drive scientific research and techno-
logical innovation and adoption, I am concerned these actions run contrary to our
goals of American leadership and competitiveness on scientific and technological ad-
vancement.

Question 12. Do you agree that promoting technical and scientific expertise in gov-
ernment advances our national interests and competitiveness?

Answer. Yes. The President has appointed accomplished experts and leaders
across governmental agencies to advise on matters of technical and scientific exper-
tise.

Question 13. Will you commit to protecting the critical work of technical and sci-
entific experts who are advancing our national science and technology interests as
Federal employees?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with relevant agencies to better understand the
scientific and technical work being administered and to promote an environment
that values expertise and public service.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. EDWARD MARKEY TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. In your confirmation hearing in front of the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee you mentioned your support for artificial intelligence standards. Can you de-
scribe your plan for the creation of artificial intelligence standards?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to learning more about the AI standards
processes currently underway at NIST. The President directed the OSTP Director
and the National Security Advisor to develop an AI Action Plan. The U.S. approach
to standards will likely be part of that policy process.

Question 2. If confirmed, will you commit to working with the National Institute
of Standards and Technology to convene a consortium of stakeholders to identify
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measurement needs and standards for artificial intelligence’s environmental im-
pacts?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to learning more about the AI standards
processes currently underway and discuss this approach with NIST. The President
directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Advisor to develop an Al Ac-
tion Plan. The U.S. approach to standards will likely be part of that policy process.

Question 3. If confirmed, will you commit to working with the National Institute
of Standards and Technology to create a system for entities developing or operating
artificial intelligence to voluntarily report the full range of artificial intelligence’s
environment impacts?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to learning more about the AI standards
processes currently underway with NIST. The President directed the OSTP Director
and the National Security Advisor to develop an Al Action Plan. The U.S. approach
to standards will likely be part of that policy process.

Question 4. What is OSTP’s role in supporting AI’s positive uses by protecting peo-
ple, especially underrepresented communities, from the potentially harmful impacts
of such technology?

Answer. The President directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Ad-
visor to develop an Al Action Plan. If confirmed, I look forward to working the inter-
agency process on developing this plan and promoting the positive uses of Al.

Question 5. In 2022, OSTP issued a Blueprint for an Al Bill of Rights. If you are
confirmed, how would OSTP use that blueprint in the development of AI policy and
requirements for the Federal government?

Answer. The President directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Ad-
visor to develop an AI Action Plan. If confirmed, I look forward to learning more
about previous work done on Al by OSTP and working with the interagency process
on developing this plan.

Question 6. What guardrails should there be for the Federal government’s use of
Al tools and other technologies, and what is OSTP’s role in the development of such
guardrails?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to collaborating with relevant agencies to en-
sure Al solutions in government meet high standards of accountability.

Question 7. If confirmed, what is your plan to improve the working conditions,
wages, and benefits of Al data workers?

Answer. While labor policies involve multiple agencies, if confirmed, I look for-
ward to learning about current policies that support responsible practices within
any Federal Al-related initiatives.

Question 8. If confirmed, what is your plan to ensure new and emerging tech-
nologies do not continue to be implemented in ways that harm workers?

Answer. The President has outlined a vision of empowering American innovators
and workers. If confirmed, I would look forward to learning further how current
policies implemented by the Federal government impact workers and how these
practices can better protect workers.

Question 9. OSTP has been deeply engaged in Al issues, and the office recently
issued a Request for Information on Al If confirmed, will you commit to formally
incorporating these submissions from the public record received to the May 2023
RFT on Automated Worker Surveillance and Management in any related decision-
making during your tenure?

Answer. If confirmed, I would ensure relevant public feedback is considered as
part of the broader interagency decision-making on Al policy.

Question 10. There are reports that artificial intelligence and other technologies
are being developed in order to determine where program funding should be cut and
contracts should be cancelled. If confirmed, will you commit to providing trans-
parency and publicly disclosing information around the use and development of
these technologies?

Answer. I am not familiar with these reported Al use-cases, but if confirmed, I
look forward to learning more about the use of AI in government from relevant
agencies.

Question 11. There are reports that artificial intelligence and other technologies
are being developed in order to determine which Federal workers should be laid off,
terminated, furloughed, transferred, or otherwise adversely impacted. If confirmed,
will you commit to providing transparency and publicly disclosing information
around the use and development of these technologies?

Answer. I am not familiar with these reported Al use-cases, but if confirmed, I
look forward to learning more about the use of AI in government from relevant
agencies.
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Question 12. Do you believe that bias and discriminatory artificial intelligence is
a problem?

Answer. The President directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Ad-
visor to develop an AI Action Plan. The U.S. policy approach to addressing these
issues will likely be part of that policy process, and, if confirmed, I look forward to
working with interagency partners on it.

Question 13. If confirmed, what is your plan to address biased and discriminatory
artificial intelligence, especially in critical areas such as health care, education, em-
ployment, and criminal justice?

Answer. The President directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Ad-
visor to develop an AI Action Plan. The U.S. policy approach to addressing these
issues will likely be part of that policy process, and, if confirmed, I look forward to
working with interagency partners on it.

Question 14. Do you believe that companies have an obligation to test, address,
or measure its algorithms before deployment in order to determine whether it dis-
criminates or is biased against protected characteristics?

Answer. Testing and evaluation are key components of any Al strategy. The Presi-
dent directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Advisor to develop an
Al Action Plan. The U.S. policy approach to addressing these issues will likely be
part of that policy process, and I look forward to working with interagency partners
on it.

Question 15. Do you believe that companies have an obligation to monitor its algo-
rithms after deployment in order to determine whether it discriminates or is biased
against protected characteristics?

Answer. Testing and evaluation are key components of any Al strategy. The Presi-
dent directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Advisor to develop an
Al Action Plan. The U.S. policy approach to addressing these issues will likely be
part of that policy process, and I look forward to working with interagency partners
on it.

Question 16. Do you support the Office of Technology Policy’s Blueprint for an Al
Bills of Rights?

Answer. The President directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Ad-
visor to develop an AI Action Plan. If confirmed, I look forward to learning more
about previous work done on AI by OSTP and working with interagency partners
on developing this plan.

Question 17. Employers are increasingly relying on artificial intelligence in the se-
lection and management of employees. However, time and time again it has been
shown that AI can unlawfully discriminate. Do you support ensuring that artificial
intelligence products utilized by employers are not discriminatory or biased? What
steps would you take, if confirmed, to protect workers from the discriminatory im-
pacts of Al related to the hiring and management or workers?

Answer. The President directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Ad-
visor to develop an AI Action Plan. The U.S. policy approach to addressing these
issues will likely be part of that policy process, and I look forward to working with
interagency partners on it.

Question 18. NIST’s Face Recognition Vendor Test has been an important tool in
informing our understanding of the impact, bias, and performance of facial recogni-
tion technology. Do you commit to maintaining the program, including its independ-
ence in its scientific and voluntary assessments?

Answer. The President directed the OSTP Director and the National Security Ad-
visor to develop an AI Action Plan. I look forward to working with interagency part-
ners on it, including learning more about NIST’s current programs.

Question 19. When you worked at the Office of Science and Technology Policy dur-
ing the first Trump administration, did you witness significant waste and excess of
the workforce during your tenure?

Answer. I focused on building an effective policy infrastructure at OSTP, while en-
suring the efficient use of taxpayer dollars. If confirmed, I would again work with
interagency partners to address critical science and technology challenges to ensure
American leadership.

Question 20. Do you think the Federal funding freeze will impact American re-
search innovation?

Answer. It is important that the Federal government reviews grant programs so
that funding may be deployed efficiently and without red tape. Our researchers and
scientists cannot be consumed by bureaucratic compliance, but instead must focus
on innovating. If confirmed, I look forward to advancing an agenda that ensures
America remains a leader in technological innovation.
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Question 21. Do you think the Federal workforce cuts will impact American re-
search innovation?

Answer. OSTP does not have hiring power over government agencies. If con-
firmed, I look forward to advancing an agenda that maintains American leadership
in emerging technologies, such as quantum, nuclear energy, and artificial intel-
ligence. I intend to leverage all resources—federal and nonfederal—to ensure Amer-
ica remains the unchallenged leader in technological development.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. GARY PETERS TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. At your nomination hearing, you mentioned prioritizing “high impact”
versus “high risk” use cases for Al inventories. What markers are you using to de-
termine what “high impact” is and isn’t?

Answer. To assess if a use-case is high impact, a government agency could evalu-
ate the scale of the problem it addresses, such as the number of people or resources
affected. They could also estimate the magnitude of benefit and ensure it’s feasible
with available resources. Use cases should also align with the agency’s mission and
national priorities. Combining these factors can helps identify efforts with the great-
est potential impact.

Question 2. During President Trump’s first term, OSTP had open lines of commu-
nication with Congress. Do you commit to engaging with Congress, including the mi-
nority, this term?

Answer. Yes.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. BEN RAY LUJAN TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. When you served as the U.S. Chief Technology Officer during the first
Trump Administration, you helped launch the National Quantum Coordination Of-
fice. In your testimony at this hearing, you supported the reauthorization of the Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Act. If confirmed, will you ensure that quantum initia-
tives supported and coordinated by OSTP are inclusive of the variety of quantum
computing (annealing and gate model systems), quantum sensing, quantum commu-
nications, and networking technologies available today?

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure that the quantum initiatives supported and
coordinated by OSTP are aligned with the National Strategic Overview for Quantum
Information Science and subsequent strategy documents on quantum sensing, com-
munications, and networking authored by technical quantum experts across the
Federal interagency.

Question 2. Sen. Blackburn and I previously introduced bipartisan legislation to
establish a “sandbox-style” initiative for emerging technologies (quantum, AI, ma-
chine learning, autonomy, and more) aimed at developing applications quickly that
help advance our domestic industrial base and provide small businesses access to
emerging technologies. If confirmed, will you support this type of public-private
partnership and other efforts to develop and accelerate near-term quantum applica-
tions?

Answer. I believe “sandbox-style” initiatives for emerging technologies that re-
move barriers to the development, testing, and evaluation of emerging technologies
can help advance nascent industries and support the domestic industrial base for
those technologies. If confirmed, I look forward to supporting innovative public-pri-
vate partnerships that leverage the best of government, industry, and academia to
develop and accelerate quantum technologies for the benefit of the American people.

Question 3. I represent two prestigious DOE national labs dedicated to advancing
scientific discovery and protecting our national security. Do you commit to advo-
cating for the National Labs and the resources necessary for them to continue their
essential R&D and national security missions?

Answer. I believe the DOE National Laboratories are the crown jewels of the Fed-
eral research and development enterprise. If confirmed, I look forward to supporting
the National Labs to continue their R&D mission in support of our national security
and scientific advancement.

Question 4. Should industry and government partners be investing in developing
innovative technology to solve spectrum challenges of today and prepare for new
challenges down the line?
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Answer. Both industry and government have an important role to play in devel-
oping innovative technology to solve the spectrum challenges of today and the fu-
ture.

Question 5. Do you believe improving interagency coordination is important to im-
proving the Federal government’s spectrum policy and strategy?

Answer. I believe interagency coordination is always important when multiple
agencies have roles and responsibilities in the formulation of policy and strategy
surrounding a particular technological issue. If confirmed, I look forward to sup-
porting interagency coordination efforts on spectrum policy.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. JOHN HICKENLOOPER TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Federal researchers deliver the scientific breakthroughs and key medical treat-
ments our country relies on. Colorado is a state with a deep and historic scientific
enterprise, with labs for the Department of Energy, the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, the National Telecommunications and Information Adminis-
tration, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Reports of thou-
sands of Federal researchers being laid off based on factors unrelated to their per-
formance is deeply troubling. Our scientific enterprise strengthens our national se-
curity and propels our economy forward.

Question 1. Mr. Kratsios, when you look at these layoffs to researchers and sci-
entists, what message do you believe this sends to the international community and
young aspiring scientists? What is your strategic plan to strengthen STEM edu-
cation programs across the Federal scientific enterprise to attract more K-12 stu-
dents to pursue STEM pathways?

Answer. STEM Education is critically important to our Nation’s continued leader-
ship in science and technology. If confirmed, I will support efforts to promote and
advance STEM education through multi-sector partnerships, ecosystem develop-
ment, and the removal of barriers to participation in STEM pathways.

Question 2. While Al is already showing its potential for increasing productivity,
there is also ongoing concern that AI will cause disruptions to our existing work-
force. How will you approach the challenge of preparing the U.S. workforce for the
Al-enabled economy, including through education, apprenticeships, and retraining
programs?

Answer. Al is transforming the workforce, and it’s important to assess its impact
on jobs and skills development. If confirmed, I will support efforts to explore strate-
gies that help workers adapt to technological changes, including through education,
training, and workforce development initiatives.

In your prior role in the Trump Administration, you led the White House’s imple-
mentation of the National Quantum Initiative. Colorado is home to world-leading
quantum research at academic institutions and in the private sector. Quantum tech-
nology has the potential to revolutionize medical drug discovery, supercharge artifi-
cial intelligence, strengthen cybersecurity, and support our transition to clean en-
ergy. The Elevate Quantum Tech Hub, based in Colorado, New Mexico, and Wyo-
ming, has built a diverse array of leaders in academia, workforce development, and
private industry to expand workforce training and commercial-scale manufacturing
for quantum technologies in the Mountain West. Additionally, Colorado is home to
cutting edge quantum information science research being conducted at JILA, which
is a longstanding collaboration between CU Boulder and NIST.

Question 3. How will you continue to support the development of the next genera-
tion of quantum scientists our Nation needs to maintain global competitiveness?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to supporting Federal research and develop-
ment initiatives that train the next generation of quantum scientists and provide
them access to Federal research resources, such as our Federally funded quantum
testbeds, that will prepare them to contribute to American leadership in quantum
information science.

Question 4. How will you lead OSTP to coordinate Federal R&D activities to com-
plement the work of hubs of innovation across the country?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to building a team of technical experts at
OSTP and working with our interagency partners through the National Science and
Technology Council to coordinate Federal research and development initiatives.

Question 5. How can OSTP help turn scientific breakthroughs into game-changing
commercial technologies and companies?
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Answer. I believe OSTP has an important role in developing and implementing
strategies that support research and development, remove unnecessary barriers to
innovation, promote workforce development, and lead international development of
standards and regulations. These actions can support turning scientific break-
throughs into commercial technologies and ensuring American science and tech-
nology leadership on a global stage.

Question 6. Small businesses are leading much of the innovation in the quantum
realm. Under the first Trump Administration, the National Quantum Presidential
Advisory Council included small business innovators, academics, and key govern-
ment offices. In what ways can OSTP and Federal innovation policies support small
businesses in the quantum sector to help maintain and advance American leader-
ship in quantum technology?

Answer. Federal policies can support small businesses in quantum and other
emerging technology areas by increasing their access to Federal research and devel-
opment funding and resources, removing unnecessary administrative burdens, and
training the next generation of quantum scientists and innovators.

Question 7. You played a key role in crafting the Trump Administration’s original
AT policies. These included the February 2019 Executive Order on Maintaining
American Leadership in Artificial Intelligence, which highlighted the ways that de-
veloping thoughtful Federal standards can help drive the widespread adoption of Al
technologies throughout industry. The National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology has already published the AI Risk Management Framework that has been
embraced by industry, and NIST continues their work in this realm.

If confirmed as OSTP Director, how do you plan to build on this work to advance
standards for responsible Al research, development, and deployment?

Answer. Al research and development will not lead to the adoption of Al systems
if those systems do not have the trust of the American people. If confirmed, I will
seek to develop additional technical standards for the development and deployment
of AI systems and to issue non-regulatory guidance to improve public trust in Al
systems.

Question 8. How will you ensure that Al development in the U.S. is both innova-
tive rs;lnd secure, given the administration’s emphasis on removing regulatory bar-
riers?

Answer. I do not believe there is an inherent tradeoff between advancing Al inno-
vation and developing secure Al systems. If confirmed, I will ensure that Adminis-
tration efforts to remove unnecessary barriers to innovation do so while maintaining
the security standards needed for Al systems.

Question 9. The U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission submitted
its annual report to Congress in November 2024. As part of the Commission’s re-
view, it found substantial evidence that the United States and China are fiercely
competing in the subdomains of quantum sensing, quantum communications, and
quantum computing. As you know, the Congress has to reauthorize the National
Quantum Initiative Act to guide Federal R&D efforts, promote translation of quan-
tum technologies to commercial applications, and invest in workforce training.

If confirmed to lead OSTP, what is your specific plan to promote U.S. advance-
ments in the specific fields of quantum sensing, quantum communications, and
quantum computing?

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure that the quantum initiatives supported and
coordinated by OSTP are aligned with the National Strategic Overview for Quantum
Information Science and subsequent strategy documents on quantum sensing, com-
munications, and networking authored by an interagency group of technical experts.

Question 10. What recommendations would you provide Congress on how to
strenr)gthen and increase the resiliency of the quantum supply chain, including hard-
ware?

Answer. It is critically important that the United States maintains a secure, resil-
ient quantum supply chain, including hardware in order to ensure continued Amer-
ican leadership in quantum information science. Doing so will require collaboration
across stakeholders in industry, academia and Government to identify and fill gaps
in technology, standards, and workforce.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. LiSA BLUNT ROCHESTER TO
MICHAEL KRATSIOS

Question 1. Do you believe Al systems are biased? As Director of OSTP, would
you focus resources and attention on the issue of bias in AI?
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Answer. Al systems can produce inconsistent results either due to structural defi-
ciencies in system design or the use of unrepresentative datasets during training.
Engineers of Al systems should ensure that the systems they develop are designed
appropriately for their specific use case.

Question 2. Do you believe Al literacy is important for Americans? How will you
work to promote Al literacy?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work towards equipping workers with the skills need-
ed for Al-enabled job opportunities.

Question 3. What role do you think OSTP should play in strategic planning and
coordination to prepare the workforce for an economy that is increasingly impacted
by AI?

Answer. OSTP has an important role to play in coordination across the Federal
government, academia, and private sector to ensure that our workforce is prepared
for the jobs of the future, including AI and Al-enabled occupations.

Question 4. Do you think OSTP has a role in promoting and advancing STEM
education as a strategy to ensure that our country has sufficient technical talent
to lead and compete with adversaries like China?

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will support efforts to promote and advance STEM
education to ensure that the United States has the sufficient technical talent to lead
and compete with our adversaries and strategic competitors.

Question 5. Delaware has a robust life science, biotechnology, and precision medi-
cine ecosystem. What is your vision for promoting U.S. leadership in these areas
and other strategic and emerging science and technologies?

Answer. In general, for biotechnology as well as other emerging technology areas,
I believe it is important to develop and implement strategies that support research
and development, remove unnecessary barriers to innovation, promote workforce de-
velopment in these sectors, and lead international development of standards and
regulations.

Question 6. Do you think biotechnology and life science should be represented on
the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology?
Answer. Yes.

Question 7. What role do you see for OSTP in supporting entrepreneurship?

Answer. OSTP has an important role to play in fostering an innovation ecosystem
by supporting policies that empower startups and “little tech,” including ensuring
their access to Federal resources and reducing barriers to technology development.

Question 8. A top priority of mine is securing our supply chains. I have been work-
ing on a bipartisan basis with Ranking Member Cantwell and Senator Blackburn
on legislation to promote supply chain resilience. In your past roles, you have been
mainly focused on technologies like Al and quantum.

Do you see a role for OSTP in helping secure our supply chains?

Answer. Ensuring resilience in and securing our supply chains for emerging tech-
nologies is critically important. If confirmed, I look forward to supporting inter-
agency efforts to secure our supply chains.

Question 9. Over the last several years, OSTP has worked to advance climate and
environmental justice priorities. Delaware is the lowest lying state in the Union,
making us particularly vulnerable to rising sea levels and climate change.

If confirmed as the President’s top scientific advisor, would you advise dedicating
technical resources to help improve climate resilience?

Answer. If confirmed, I will support interagency efforts to coordinate with states
so that they are adequately prepared to address natural disasters and severe weath-
er.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. JOHN THUNE TO
MARK MEADOR

Question 1. Advanced artificial intelligence (A.l.) is a revolutionary technology
that has the potential to improve health care, agriculture, logistics, supply chains,
and countless other industries. How would you approach A.I. regulation to protect
consumers, harness major advancement, and limit government intervention?

I endorse the principles articulated by Vice President Vance in his February 11,
2025 remarks before the Paris AI Action Summit. If confirmed, I will work with
Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC staff to protect competition
within the Al space and ensure that consumers are not harmed by unfair or decep-
tive conduct that uses Al tools.
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Question 2. Will you commit to working with this committee on a light-touch, pro-
innovation legislative framework for A.1.?
Answer. Yes.

Question 3. The Federal Trade Commission’s section 6(b) investigative authority
provides much needed transparency about data practices of large tech companies to
consumers. What are your views on the FTC using this authority to provide trans-
parency about some of the practices of the largest technology companies?

Answer. The FTC’s 6(b) authority is an incredibly valuable tool that allows the
agency to better understand how markets operate, ensuring that its enforcement ef-
forts are efficient and well-informed, and to provide expert guidance to Congress.
If confirmed, I look forward to working with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to consider future uses of the agency’s 6(b) authority that
may inform its enforcement and assist legislators.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. JERRY MORAN TO
MARK MEADOR

1. Refocusing the Commission

Mr. Meador, I have been concerned about the direction of the FTC over the past
four years. During this time, the FTC has:

e pursued significant regulatory changes that encroach on Congress’s legislative
duties;

o departed from long-standing precedents guiding mergers and acquisitions poli-
cies that help create a pro-competition business environment in the US; and

e harmed the bipartisan work of the Commission by politicizing agency processes.

These changes have impacted the FTC ability to perform their essential consumer
protection functions and significantly harmed morale at the Commission.

e Mr. Meador, if confirmed, how do you plan to address the concerns I have laid

out?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-
missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency’s enforcement efforts adhere to
our statutory authorities, reflect sound law and policy, and advance the interests
of the American people.

2. Enforcement Approach

The FTC has a dual mandate of promoting competition and protecting consumers.
The previous administration’s record of aggressive antitrust enforcement over-de-
terred mergers and acquisitions, resulting in a sudden and sharp decline in startup
acquisitions by large companies, and an enormous drop in overall acquisitions of
smaller startups, which detriments consumers by limiting access to products and
services.

For example, research shows that from mid-to-late 2021 through 2024, antitrust
authorities were pursuing a “process is the punishment” approach to antitrust en-
forcement. In Fiscal Year 2022 alone, the FTC and DOJ Antitrust collectively filed
at least 50 merger enforcement actions, the highest rate in two decades. As a result,
acquiring startups virtually ceased. In the technology industry, from 2011 and into
early 2021, companies acquired more than a dozen startups every year. Yet, in 2022
and 2023, they collectively acquired just three startups per year. And in the first
half of 2024, they collectively acquired zero startups.

In fact, the exit valuations of all startups declined and the shutdown rate for
startups increased massively. In the late 2010s, the median company exit multiple
for tech startups was between 0.7 to 0.8—-the median startup exit was an acquisition
at a slight loss for venture capital investors. In 2023 and the first half of 2024, it
was zero—meaning the median startup exit was no longer an acquisition, but a shut-
down and total loss.

e Mr. Meador, can you share your philosophy on enforcement—how would you de-

cide when to pursue litigation versus negotiation with companies?

Answer. The FTC should be prepared to litigate any matter where it believes
there has a been a violation of the law that has harmed consumers. In some cases,
the most efficient and effective way to protect consumers will be to enter into a ne-
gotiated settlement with a defendant, known as a consent decree. The FTC should
always remain open to consent decrees where they can effectively protect consumers
from the harm at issue, but at the same time should be willing to litigate to a ver-
dict where necessary.



135

e Do you agree that overly rigorous antitrust enforcement stunts the growth and
success of innovative small businesses?

Answer. Rigorous antitrust enforcement is essential to maintaining the competi-
tive markets that promote innovation, entry by new competitors, and benefit con-
sumers. Markets and consumers are harmed, however, by under-or overenforcement
that strays from the law.

e Given the recognized importance of frontier technologies and long-term U.S.
economic growth, innovation, and technological leadership, what steps will you
take to provide clarity and predictability to antitrust enforcement to ensure that
they continue to draw investment and innovation?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-

missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that we are providing all appropriate guidance
to the business community regarding the agency’s enforcement policies.

e Will you commit to antitrust enforcement that will focus on the interest of con-
sumers and will not have a negative impact on consumer prices and small busi-
nesses?

Answer. Ensuring that antitrust enforcement benefits consumers and competition

should always be at the forefront of every enforcement decision.

e What steps will you take to remove regulatory taxes that your agency placed

on businesses during the last administration?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-
missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency is not imposing any unneces-
sary burdens on parties appearing before the Commission. The FTC should protect
competition and consumers by enforcing the laws written by Congress, not by abus-
ing administrative processes.

e Will you reimplement guidance to help businesses ensure that they are com-

plying with the antitrust laws and avoid the risk of an investigation?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to fully and fairly enforce each of the laws that Congress has
given the agency to execute.

Those enforcement efforts should follow the text of the relevant statutes, and pri-
ority should be given to matters that present the greatest risk to American con-
sumers.

3. Challenges to U.S. Trade Leadership

Over-enforcement and ex-ante digital regulatory experiments in Europe, like the
Digital Markets Act, have already resulted in initial harms to consumers and busi-
nesses. We have also seen that innovative companies have delayed or halted
launches of new products entirely in the EU. For example, Apple and Meta have
delayed the launch of certain Al services in Europe as a result of the increased reg-
ulatory burdens imposed by the DMA.

President Trump recently criticized Europe for its regulatory approach, exempli-
fied by the DMA, that is unfairly targeting U.S. tech firms. This type of regulatory
overreach risks undermining the transatlantic cooperation that has helped to ensure
the United States and our allies lead in the global technology race. China is also
targeting U.S. tech companies, using antitrust as a tool to undermine America’s
technology leadership.

e Mr. Meador, how would you work to counterbalance these challenges to Amer-

ican leadership?

Answer. American law enforcers and regulators should always put America first.
If confirmed, I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners,
and FTC staff to advance the interests of the American people.

e What role can your agency play in preventing these regulatory regimes from

spreading to additional countries?

Answer. The FTC should focus on enforcing American laws, to protect American
consumers. Precious taxpayer resources should never be spent on helping other na-
tions regulate American companies. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Fer-
guson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the FTC is focused
on putting America first.

e Will you distinguish yourself from the prior administration on the way the
agency worked with USTR on promoting innovation and competition abroad by
standing up for American companies in multilateral fora?

Answer. It is paramount that all Executive Branch agencies put America first. If

confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC
staff to ensure the agency follows this approach.
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4. Competition in General

American leadership across all industries, particularly in digital markets, is being
challenged by regulatory regimes worldwide that are intent on picking winners and
losers. These experimental regulatory regimes, like the European Union’s Digital
Markets Act, penalize businesses and consumers alike through higher costs and
may result in reduced innovation.

U.S. antitrust enforcers should carefully consider how overly burdensome rules
and regulations can stifle innovation and entrepreneurialism. Robust competition
that prioritizes benefits to consumers, rather than competitors, is fundamental to
ensure America’s continued global leadership in dynamic and innovative markets.

The U.S. is the leading global exporter of innovative new technology, and home
to many start-ups and small businesses, particularly in the tech sector. These
startups, which have been paramount in advancing the technological leadership of
the U.S., rely heavily on mergers to support their products getting into consumers’
hands and to continue to attract essential early-stage investment. Likewise, the
focus on consumer welfare has been the foundation of our antitrust analysis for dec-
ades, and with it, the U.S. has led the world with a highly competitive and innova-
tive technology industry.

e Mr. Meador, what steps will you take to ensure that enforcement of the anti-

trust laws does not stifle innovation and reduce consumer benefits?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-
missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that all agency enforcement actions are under-
taken to promote the welfare of consumers.

e Will you commit to reviving the consumer welfare standard as the agency’s

guiding principle?

Answer. The welfare of consumers must always be the north star of antitrust en-
forcement. If confirmed, I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-
missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that all agency enforcement actions are under-
taken to promote the welfare of consumers.

e Will you commit to ensuring that your agency will use its taxpayer-funded re-
sources to pursue cases only when they risk harm to consumers?
Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-
missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that all agency enforcement actions are under-
taken to promote the welfare of consumers.

e What policies and guidelines should be prioritized to ensure that antitrust en-
forcement in the U.S. does not impede innovation and consumer benefits?
Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to consulting with Chairman Ferguson, my
fellow commissioners, and FTC staff to evaluate all ongoing enforcement efforts to
determine what steps we can take to best protect innovation and consumers.

e In recent years we have also seen increased international regulatory and en-
forcement scrutiny against merger activity by predominantly U.S. firms, par-
ticularly in digital markets. As international competition enforcers increase
their focus on American tech firms, what steps can be taken to preserve Amer-
ica’s global competitive advantage in these areas?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-

missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that all agency enforcement actions are con-
sistent with our statutory authority and in the interests of consumers.

5. Regulations

Many have raised concerns about the changes to the new HSR premerger notifica-
tion rules and their disparate negative impact on small businesses and start-ups.
These rules will considerably increase costs and time to prepare for a merger notifi-
cation. While larger companies can afford to comply with the extra document pro-
curement and work hours, small businesses and start-ups will likely struggle to
meet the increased demands. The new rules have also been challenged in court for
giolating the Administrative Procedures Act as being unnecessary and overly bur-

ensome.

With the final rule for the HSR premerger notification form now in effect, it will
also expand the scope of documents required to be submitted, and increase the time
for merging parties to prepare for a filing by up to 121 additional hours per filing
according to the FTC—a number that many companies that actually prepare these
filings suggest is too low—increasing the time and resources needed for the Agencies
to review these proposed deals.

The new HSR rules result in a substantial amount of additional information being
produced to the agencies and will require additional time by staff to review these
filings. The FTC opened an investigation into 2 percent of mergers for which it re-
ceived an HSR in 2024 and issued Second Requests to fewer than that.



137

e Mr. Meador, given that over 95 percent of notified merger transactions do not
present a competitive risk, is this the best use of the Agency’s resources?

e Will you commit to repealing the new HSR rules, and to work with the FTC
to restart the rulemaking process in order to adopt a new rule that does not
negatively impact merger activity?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-
missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency’s merger review process is both
efficient and effective.

6. Data Privacy

In previous Congresses, I have sponsored legislation establishing a strong Federal
data privacy standard for Americans that also provides certainty to businesses that
collect and process consumer data.

I believe it is important for Americans to control how their data is collected and
used by companies, and I think there is a growing national security argument for
a strong Federal standard for data privacy and security. The situation with TikTok
and recent large-scale cyberattacks have shown how dire the situation for consumer
data is in this country.

e Mr. Meador, do you agree that a Federal data privacy and security law is need-
ed to protect Americans’ data?

o If directed by the law, do you believe the FTC would be able to enforce such
a standard, assuming appropriate guidelines are in place to prevent overreach
by the Commission?

Answer. Protecting Americans’ data is incredibly important. If confirmed, I look
forward to working with you and your office—as well as Chairman Ferguson, my
fellow commissioners, and FTC staff—to ensure the FTC has all of the tools it needs
to protect American consumers and enforce the laws written by Congress.

7. Artificial Intelligence/DeepSeek

DeepSeek’s emergence in the AI race has sparked concerns over the United
States’ ability to maintain its lead in this critical technology. In remarks on January
30, 2025, FTC Commissioner Melissa Holyoak argued that “we must avoid slowing
innovation in artificial intelligence through misguided enforcement actions.” She
went on to observe that “[wle have a vested interest in keeping America first when
it comes to AI technology.”

e Mr. Meador, do you agree with Commissioner Holyoak on the importance of en-
couraging innovation and keeping America first when it comes to AI?
Answer. Innovation is incredibly important, and America must be the leader in
Al

8. Elder Fraud/Stop Senior Scams Act

In 2023, individuals aged 60 and older reported losses exceeding $3.4 billion due
to scams, marking an 11 percent increase from the previous year.

In 2022, Congress passed the Stop Senior Scams Act, a bill that I introduced with
Senator Casey. This law tasks the FTC with setting up an advisory group focused
on senior scams and aims to enhance coordination between the Federal government,
businesses, and consumer advocacy groups to protect seniors from scams.

e Mr. Meador, considering that older Americans face disproportionate financial
losses from scams—with estimates of billions lost and significant under-
reporting—what concrete initiatives or policy changes do you plan to champion
at the FTC to strengthen enforcement and improve outreach to protect our vul-
nerable seniors from these sophisticated fraud schemes?

Answer. If confirmed, I will consult with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to get up to speed on the agency’s current enforcement efforts
in this area and ensure that we are doing everything we can to protect American
consumers.

9. Future Consumer Protection Issues

e Mr. Meador, what consumer protection challenges do you believe the FTC
should address in the coming years? How does the rise of new technologies, in-
cluding artificial intelligence, influence the focus of the FTC?

Answer. As I observed in my opening remarks, “One of the FTC’s most important
missions in the years to come will be using its consumer protection authority to
safeguard families from those seeking to take advantage of the most vulnerable.”
Protecting our children is of the utmost importance, especially as attempts to take
advantage of them are turbocharged by Al
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RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. DAN SULLIVAN TO
MARK MEADOR

Question 1. The antitrust statutes are famously brief. They don’t say “big is bad,”
nor that all mergers are bad. However, the focus on consumer welfare has been the
foundation of our antitrust analysis for decades. From mid-to-late 2021 through
2024, antitrust authorities were pursuing a “process is the punishment” approach
to antitrust enforcement. In Fiscal Year 2022 alone, the FTC and DOJ Antitrust col-
ledctively filed at least 50 merger enforcement actions, the highest rate in two dec-
ades.

These actions ran the gambit from providing a chilling effect on innovation, re-
sulting in a sudden and sharp decline in tech startup acquisitions by large compa-
nies, to also focusing on the necessary actions to monitor consumer welfare, such
as the Albertsons-Kroger merger which would have had unique impacts on Alaska.

Alaskans were concerned about how this now cancelled merger would affect con-
sumer prices, the state’s food security, and Alaskan employees and their union con-
tracts. The FTC found that the merger would likely reduce competition and raise
prices—putting further strain on working families in our state

e The FTC must strike a balance as it uses its taxpayer-funded resources to pur-
sue cases only when they risk harm to consumers, and not stifle innovation and
consumer benefits. What steps will you take to ensure that enforcement of the
antitrust laws does not stifle innovation and reduce consumer benefits?

e What do you think is the appropriate goal of antitrust enforcement?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to fully and fairly enforce each of the laws that Congress has
given the agency to execute. Those enforcement efforts should follow the text of the
relevant statutes, and priority should be given to matters that present the greatest
risk to American consumers.

Question 2. The public and U.S. markets have historically benefited from FTC’s
role to protect the public from deceptive or unfair business practices and from unfair
methods of competition.

Under the last Administration, Chair Lina Khan chose to use the FTC to score
political wins, through costly, unwinnable litigation based on dubious legal theories,
and through expansive, burdensome, and overly prescriptive rulemaking.

e If confirmed as Commissioner, how will you prioritize what rulemakings need

to be rescinded, and which litigation should be dismissed?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-
missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that any FTC rulemakings or enforcement ac-
tions are based on clear statutory authority and in the interests of American con-
sumers.

Question 3. The geopolitical threat China poses is acute when it comes to high
technology. Whether it’s national security or economic security, America must re-
main ahead of China in developing and deploying cutting-edge technologies.

e How should the threat posed by China be incorporated in antitrust analysis, so
that we ensure American consumers benefit from competition, while our leading
U.S. tech companies are globally competitive against foreign rivals?

e Given the recognized importance of frontier technologies and long-term U.S.
economic growth, innovation, and technological leadership, what steps will you
take to provide clarity and predictability to antitrust enforcement to ensure that
they continue to draw investment and innovation?

Answer. American antitrust enforcers must ensure that foreign firms are not vio-
lating our antitrust laws to gain an unfair advantage over American companies.
They must also ensure that American markets remain competitive so that our free-
market economy continues to lead in technological innovation and development.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. JOHN CURTIS TO
MARK MEADOR

Question 1. Last fall, a week after election day, the Biden Administration’s Fed-
eral Trade Commission (FTC), issued final amendments to the Negative Option rule.
Utahns are concerned that the Negative Option rule will not only harm our coun-
try’s growing subscriptions economy, but that it will curb innovation and impose un-
necessarily stringent requirements on legitimate American businesses, all to the
detriment of consumers.
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Many companies impacted by the Negative Option Rule have best practices
around their subscription-based services so that their customers have an experience
that is transparent and flexible to meet their needs and budgets. In her dissent to
this rule, FTC Commissioner Holyoak noted, “the Rule’s breadth incentivizes compa-
nies to avoid negative option features that honest businesses and consumers find
valuable” and that “even honest businesses will have reason to reconsider the use
of negative option billing now that it means subjecting themselves to potential civil
penalties for misreading Commission tea leaves.” She also notes that parts of the
rule “ultimately, may harm consumers.”

e Mr. Meador, do you agree with Commissioner Holyoak’s statements? Why?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow com-
missioners, and FTC staff to ensure that any agency rulemakings are based on clear
statutory authority and in the interests of American consumers.

Question 2. Another item of concern for me on the Negative Option Rulemaking
was its failure to follow proper procedure in finalizing the rule. Again, looking to
Commissioner Holyoak’s dissent, she notes that, for multiple reasons she is “con-
vinced that this rulemaking has failed to satisfy [the FTC Act] Section 18’s require-
ments for rulemaking.” It is crucial to me and the people of my state that our Fed-
eral Government is not side stepping the official rule making process in releasing
regulation, such as this one.

e As an FTC Commissioner, will you work to ensure that the FTC will not take
short cuts in its rule making process in the future?
Answer. Yes.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. MARIA CANTWELL TO
MARK MEADOR

FTC Independence. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) was designed to be an
independent, bipartisan Commission. As a result, FTC Commissioners often dis-
agree on issues before them and frequently issue dissents on matters when they are
in the minority. And thanks to the for-cause removal protections Congress provided
in the FTC Act, these expert Commissioners have traditionally been free to vote
their conscience on matters before the Commission using their independent judg-
mefnt a(rild expertise about whether the FTC laws have been violated and should be
enforced.

Question 1. Mr. Meador, do you believe that having a bipartisan group of Commis-
sioners strengthens the FTC?

Answer. The FTC has a strong tradition of consensus-building. If confirmed, I look
forward to continuing that practice.

Question 2. Do you believe it is important for Commissioners to be able to issue
dissents—without fear of being removed by the President?

Answer. I believe it is important that the Executive Branch be accountable to the
American people through the President that they elect.

Question 3. Do you think a Commissioner should ever be fired for issuing a dis-
sent?

Answer. I will defer to the President on personnel matters within the Executive
Branch.

Following the law. In an interview with my staff, you affirmed that you knew that
the oath you would take as an FTC Commissioner is to uphold the Constitution, and
that it is not an oath of loyalty to the President. However, when Senator Duckworth
asked at your nomination hearing if you would commit not to carrying out an illegal
order by the president, you declined three times to make that commitment. That
is deeply concerning.

Question 4. If the president ordered you to do something illegal, would you refuse?

Answer. I do not believe that such a situation would actually occur, but I would
uphold my oath to defend the Constitution.

Question 5. Do you believe the Executive Branch must comply with the law?

Answer. The FTC must enforce all duly enacted laws that Congress gives it to
enforce, and must follow all laws to which it is subject.

Question 6. Do you believe the Executive Branch must comply with lawful court
orders?

Answer. Subject to the right to appeal, parties that appear before a court of lawful
jurisdiction are bound by the decisions of that court.
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Information Privacy and Confidentiality. The FTC regularly handles sensitive in-
formation about consumers and confidential business information, including infor-
mation that could be highly valuable to competitors and investors, such as merger
filings before the mergers are made public.

Question 7. Can you commit to keeping information at the FTC confidential under
the privacy laws governing this information?

Answer. I will follow all applicable laws, including the confidentiality restrictions
applicable to the FTC.

Question 8. Can you confirm that includes keeping information confidential where
required under the relevant privacy laws from the so-called Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency, Elon Musk, and his affiliates, which is especially important given
the sensitive information the FTC may hold about Musk’s competitors?

Answer. I will follow all applicable laws, including the confidentiality restrictions
applicable to the FTC.

Privacy and online safety. Americans are becoming more and more reliant on tech-
nology, and privacy and data security couldn’t be more important.

Question 9. Do you believe the FTC has sufficient authority and resources to pro-
tect American’s privacy and online safety?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with you and your office and with Chair-
man Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC staff to ensure that we are doing
everything we can to protect Americans’ privacy and online safety.

Question 10. Would you support a comprehensive Federal privacy law that gives
individuals a privacy right that they can enforce in court?

Answer. I defer to Congress on the best way to update the law to protect Ameri-
cans’ privacy. If confirmed, I will work closely with you and your office and with
Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC staff to ensure that we are
doing everything we can to protect Americans’ privacy and online safety.

Question 11. If no, why not?
Answer. See above.

Protecting Renters and Homeowners. The FTC’s mission is to protect consumers
and promote competition. In the housing market, a lack of competition and trans-
parency can hurt both renters and buyers. The FTC recently took action against a
large landlord of single-family homes for deceptive and unfair practices including
charging hidden fees to tenants and withholding security deposits.

Question 13. What additional actions do you believe the FTC should be taking to
protect competition and prevent unfair and deceptive practices in markets for rental
housing and home ownership, including extending its Junk Fees Rule to long-term
rental housing, examining private listing networks, policing algorithmic price fixing,
and any additional actions you believe the FTC should prioritize?

Answer. Protecting competition in the housing market to help keep housing af-
fordable is of critical importance. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may ap-
pear before me as a Commissioner, if confirmed I will work closely with Chairman
Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC staff to ensure that we do everything
we can to protect competition in this space.

13(b). For 40 years prior to the AMG decision in 2021, if a business unlawfully
took money from consumers, the FTC could go to court with its 13(b) authority and
force the business to give it back to consumers. From 2016 to 2020, the FTC re-
turned over $33 million to consumers in Washington state, benefiting over 220,000
people. And that’s just one state.

At your nomination hearing, you stated that you “think it’s incredibly important
that the Federal Trade Commission have the ability to return money to consumers
who have been harmed.”

Question 14. Do you support restoration of the FTC’s 13(b) authority to order re-
funds for consumers in consumer protection and competition cases?

Answer. While I ultimately defer to Congress on how best to enable the FTC to
obtain monetary redress for consumers, if confirmed I will work closely with you
and your office and with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC
staff to provide guidance on this question based on the FTC’s enforcement experi-
ence and expertise.

Question 15. What limits, if any, would you advise Congress to place on the FTC’s
ability to get consumer refunds?

Answer. See above.
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RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. AMY KLOBUCHAR TO
MARK MEADOR

Question 1. It only takes a few seconds of audio to clone a voice using artificial
intelligence (AI), and criminals can pull the sample from public sources like social
media. As a result, Al-enabled scams are becoming far too common. We need to
make sure our consumer protection enforcers are prepared to respond to the grow-
ing threat of voice cloning scams.

e If confirmed, what will you do to help combat deceptive practices facilitated by
AT technologies?

Answer. It is incredibly important that the FTC be vigilant in protecting con-
sumers from deceptive practices turbocharged by Al. If confirmed, I will work close-
ly with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC staff to assess the
agency’s current enforcement tools and resources to ensure that we are doing every-
thing we can to protect American consumers.

Question 2. The Federal Trade Commission recently issued a Staff Report on arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) partnerships and investments by large technology companies.

e Do you share any of the concerns outlined in the report?

e If confirmed, what role do you believe the Federal Trade Commission should
play in ensuring markets within the AI technology stack are competitive?

o Are there areas related to Al that you believe merit further investigation by the
Federal Trade Commission?
Answer. It is essential to ensuring America’s leadership in Al that the FTC do
everything it can to protect competition in AI markets, whether through merger re-
view or policing anticompetitive conduct.

Question 3. Last September, I wrote to the Federal Trade Commission to raise
concerns with the Federal Trade Commission that some large language models take
content from creators without compensation, such as local journalists, to create arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) systems that compete directly with those creators.

e Do you agree that using one’s content without compensation or permission to
create products that compete directly against that content creator could be an
unfair method of competition or a deceptive act or practice?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may appear before me as a
Commissioner, if confirmed I will work closely with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow
commissioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency is doing everything it can
to protect consumers and competitors from anticompetitive and unfair or deceptive
conduct in Al markets.

Question 4. There have been legislative proposals to remove the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC)’s authority to enforce competition laws by moving the Bureau of
Competition to the Justice Department, which I believe would undermine enforce-
ment efforts.

e As a Commissioner, would you oppose any efforts to dismantle the FTC’s Bu-
reau of Competition and gut the FTC’s authority to root out “unfair methods
of competition” on behalf of consumers and small businesses?

e Do you agree that such a proposal could only be done through legislation and
not by Executive Order?
Answer. If confirmed, I will defer to Congress and the President regarding any
proposal to restructure our antitrust enforcement efforts.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. BRIAN SCHATZ TO
MARK MEADOR

On February 18, 2025, President Trump announced an Executive Order (EO) enti-
tled, “Ensuring Accountability for All Agencies.” The EO institutes an unprece-
dented requirement for direct presidential oversight over actions and strategic plans
by independent agencies, including the Federal Trade Commission (FTC).

Question 1. As Commissioner, will you commit to upholding the independence of
decision making at the FTC?

Answer. If confirmed, I will serve the American people by working to advance the
agenda of the President they elected.

Al-generated scams, impersonations, voice-cloning, and deepfakes can lead to fi-
nancial losses and privacy violations for consumers, especially for vulnerable popu-
lations such as senior citizens.
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Question 2. What do you believe is the role of the FTC in ensuring that consumers
are protected from Al-generated scams and fraud?

The FTC should ensure that it is fully and fairly enforcing its existing statutory
authorities to protect consumers from all forms of fraud.

Question 3. Will you commit to ensuring that the FTC takes adequate enforce-
ment actions to protect consumers from Al-generated scams and fraud?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency is doing everything it can to pro-
tect American consumers.

In your testimony, you noted the ongoing affordability crisis and the importance
of the FTC in protecting consumers from predatory practices.

Question 4. Will you commit to protecting FTC rules that would lower consumer
costs and provide improved transparency to consumers about unexpected financial
charges, such as the “Click-to-Cancel” rule?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency is doing everything it can to pro-
tect American consumers.

The FTC develops public-facing consumer advice, including resources about how
to best protect kids online.

Question 5. Will you commit to ensuring that the FTC continues to develop and,
as needed, update resources related to kids’ online safety?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency is doing everything it can to pro-
tect kids online.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. EDWARD MARKEY TO
MARK MEADOR

Question 1. Over the past years the Federal Trade Commission has required com-
panies to delete their algorithms created with improperly obtained data. Do you
support the Commission using this practice as a way to address improper data col-
lection?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that all remedies in FTC matters are both effective
and appropriate.

Question 2. Do you believe that bias and discriminatory artificial intelligence is
a problem?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.

Question 3. If confirmed, what is your plan to address biased and discriminatory
artificial intelligence, especially in critical areas such as health care, education, em-
ployment, and criminal justice?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.

Question 4. Do you believe that companies have an obligation to test, address, or
measure its algorithms before deployment in order to determine whether it discrimi-
nates or is biased against protected characteristics?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.

Question 5. Do you believe that companies have an obligation to monitor its algo-
rithms after deployment in order to determine whether it discriminates or is biased
against protected characteristics?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.

Question 6. If confirmed, what is your plan to address companies that market and
sell Al in a way that is misleading to the public?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.
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Question 7. Do you believe it is within the Commission’s jurisdiction to investigate
and address algorithmic discrimination?

Answer. The FTC has the duty to prevent unfair methods of competition and pre-
vent unfair or deceptive trade practices, including in Al markets.

Question 8. Do you believe that companies that use facial recognition technologies
have an obligation to consider and mitigate risks related to misidentification of indi-
viduals, especially related to protected characteristics?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.

Question 9. Do you believe that companies have an obligation to test, assess,
measure, document, or inquire about the accuracy of its facial recognition tools be-
fore deployment, including seeking information from the vendor the technology was
procured?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.

Question 10. Do you believe that companies have an obligation to regularly mon-
itor or test the accuracy of its facial recognition tool after its deployment?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.

Question 11. Do you believe that companies have an obligation to adequately train
employees tasked with operating facial recognition tools around the generation of
false positives and bad matches?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers and promote a vibrant and competitive Al ecosystem.

Question 12. If confirmed, do you believe you serve the American people or Presi-
dent Trump?

Answer. If confirmed, I will serve the American people by working to advance the
agenda of the President they elected.

Question 13. FTC Chairman Andrew Ferguson has indicated that independent
agency leadership should “answer to the President,” and the Trump administration
has asserted the same in a recent executive order. Do you agree?

Answer. I believe it is important that the Executive Branch be accountable to the
American people through the President that they elect.

Question 14. Do you believe that FT'C commissioners should exercise independent
judgement or defer to the preferences of the White House?

Answer. I believe it is important that the Executive Branch be accountable to the
American people through the President that they elect.

Question 15. FTC Chairman Andrew Ferguson has indicated that he will
prioritize prosecuting companies who have adopted diversity, equity, and inclusion
policies. Do you agree with this priority?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the FTC is fully enforcing all of its statutory
authorities to protect American consumers from any harm prohibited by those laws.

Question 16. Chairman Ferguson has said he will prioritize investigating and
prosecuting companies who choose not to advertise on certain platforms. Do you
agree with this priority?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the FTC is fully enforcing all of its statutory
authorities to protect American consumers from any harm prohibited by those laws.

Question 17. Chairman Ferguson has pledged to wield the FTC’s investigative au-
thority to, quote, “fight back against the trans agenda” and investigate doctors and
hospitals who provide treatment to transgender patients of all ages. Do you think
this is a proper use of the FTC’s authority?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the FTC is fully enforcing all of its statutory
authorities to protect American consumers from any harm prohibited by those laws.
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Question 18. FTC Chairman Andrew Ferguson announced a new policy this month
that would prohibit FTC political appointees from holding leadership roles in the
American Bar Association, participating in ABA events, or renewing their ABA
memberships. Do you agree with this policy?

Answer. Yes.

Question 19. If confirmed, do you plan on remaining a member of the American
Bar Association?
Answer. No.

Question 20. Modern modes of transportation, especially cars, collect, use, and
share many types of sensitive information, such as location, photos, audio, and video
recordings. In many instances, this collection and use of this information is not dis-
closed to the driver and passengers of a vehicle.

Last year, I called upon the Federal Trade Commission to investigate these
invasive and deceptive data collection practices. If confirmed, will you commit to
looking into this issue to protect consumer privacy?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency is doing everything it can to pro-
tect Americans’ privacy.

Question 21. During the last administration the Commission held regular open
meetings, which drove public engagement to record levels. If confirmed, would you
support resuming these open meetings?

Answer. I will defer to Chairman Ferguson on scheduling Commission meetings.

Question 22. Please describe your plans on how you plan on ensuring the Commis-
sion is hearing directly and proactively reaching out to consumers, workers, busi-
ness owners, technological experts, impacted communities, and other stakeholders?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure that the agency is hearing from all relevant stake-
holders as it carries out its statutory obligations.

Question 23. Do you believe it is constitutional to ban children and/or teens from
social media?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect children.

Question 24. Do you believe that a social media platform’s algorithmic ranking of
content constitutes the speech of the platform?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers.

Question 25. Do you believe that a social media platform’s content moderation de-
cisions constitute the speech of the platform?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers.

Question 26. Do you believe that private communications between employees of
the Federal government and social media platforms related to content moderation
decisions or rules and the algorithmic ranking of content can violate the rights of
the platform’s users? If so, please describe the circumstances and/or conditions
under which those communications would be unconstitutional?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers.

Question 27. Do you believe that formal actions by Federal agencies to investigate
the content moderation decisions or rules or algorithmic ranking of content on social
media platforms could be unconstitutional? If so, please describe the circumstances
and/or conditions under which those actions would be unconstitutional?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers.

Question 28. Do you believe that the public statements of an FTC commissioner
around the content moderation decisions or rules or algorithmic ranking of content
on social media platforms could be unconstitutional? If so, please describe the cir-
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cumstances and/or conditions under which those statements would be unconstitu-
tional?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect Amer-
ican consumers.

Question 29. What concerns do you have related to the financialization of the
health care sector?

Answer. Having a competitive health care sector is of critical importance to all
Americans, and is an enforcement priority I have been focused on my entire career.
While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Commissioner,
if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and
FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect competition within
the health care industry.

Question 30. What steps would you take to regulate private equity in the health
care sector?
Answer. Please see my response to question 29.

Question 31. What additional measures would you take to increase transparency
in health care ownership provider (nursing homes, hospitals, etc.) as it relates to
private equity?

Answer. Please see my response to question 29.

Question 32. To what extent should private equity firms be held responsible for
decisions that undermine health care safety, quality, and access?

Answer. Please see my response to question 29.

Question 33. What reforms do you plan to pursue related to hospital consolida-
tion?

Answer. Please see my response to question 29.

Question 34. How would you address private equity’s health care market consoli-
dation through smaller transactions that often evade FTC enforcement?

Answer. Please see my response to question 29.

Question 35. What plans do you have to address private equity’s practices that
create significant debt or financial distress among the entities it purchases (for ex-
ample, selling hospital or nursing home real estate to real estate investment trusts
and requiring hospitals pay untenable lease payments)?

Answer. While I cannot prejudge any matter that may come before me as a Com-
missioner, if confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect competi-
tion.

Question 36. Will you work with the Department of Justice, Department of Treas-
ury, Department of Health and Human Services, and the Department of Labor on
matters related to the role of private equity in health care?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commis-
sioners, and FTC staff to coordinate our enforcement efforts with all appropriate
stakeholders, including any relevant part of the Executive Branch.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. JOHN HICKENLOOPER TO
MARK MEADOR

Data is a key driver of a 21st century economy. The average American household
has at least 17 internet-connected devices, including TVs, smart assistants, and
phones. Each internet-connected device uses and relies on data. Today, 20 states (in-
cluding Colorado) have a statewide privacy law. Among these state laws, each has
a different definition for what counts as “sensitive data.” Some examples include
data that reveal biometrics, religious beliefs, or affiliations with various organiza-
tions.

Question 1. In order to establish a consistent definition for the kinds of data that
companies should be expected to protect, what do you believe the definition of “sen-
sitive data” should include?

Answer. The definition of “sensitive data” in proposed legislation is a policy ques-
tion best left to Congress, and I will defer to the decision reached by Congress on
this important matter. If confirmed, I look forward to working with you and your
staff as well as Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC staff to pro-
vide guidance and feedback where helpful.

Question 2. While some consumers may not be aware of the lack of a Federal pri-
vacy law, most are painfully aware of when their data is part of a data breach. As
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data breaches increase, we must take every measure to give consumers control over
what businesses do with their data.

What kinds of transparency rules should data brokers be subject to? Should data
brokers be required to disclose themselves in a public registry?

Answer. Protecting Americans’ privacy is incredibly important. While I cannot
prejudge any matter that may come before as a Commissioner, if confirmed, I look
forward to working with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and FTC
staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect American consumers.

Question 3. States are leading legislation and enforcement of data privacy protec-
tions for consumers, including robust state privacy laws in Colorado and Texas. The
Texas Attorney General filed a lawsuit against a company for collecting data about
the location and driving habits of its customers without consent, allegedly violating
the Texas Data Privacy and Security Act. Collecting and selling sensitive personal
data increases the risk of consumers’ data being stolen by a cyberattack or used to
directly harm an individual.

In the absence of a Federal consumer data privacy law, do you believe that the
FTC currently has the necessary enforcement authorities to protect consumers
against invasive data collection practices involving the unauthorized collection and
sale of geolocation data?

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Chairman Ferguson, my fel-
low commissioners, and FTC staff to review the FTC’s current enforcement efforts
and ensure that the agency has all the tools it needs to adequately protect American
consumers.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN QUESTION SUBMITTED BY HON. LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER TO
MARK MEADOR

Question. In 2023, scams targeting seniors caused over $3.4 billion in losses.
Scams are only getting more frequent and advanced with AI. We have many older
adults in Delaware. In the House, I worked with partners like AARP and passed
bipartisan legislation to help ensure we are protecting and preparing our seniors.
Due to my bill’s passage, an advisory group was started at the FTC to focus on
fighting scams against older adults.

Will you commit to continuing this work? What are your biggest concerns when
it comes to fraud and scams against older adults?

Answer. Protecting senior citizens is an incredibly important mission for the FTC.
If confirmed, I will work with Chairman Ferguson, my fellow commissioners, and
FTC staff to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect American consumers.
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